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Hat deth God require oy 8 
4 1 our dependance on 4 
him, that he may be glers- b- 
fied by us , and We. 6+ 
"PPS with him 2 
| Anſw. That we /a) Worſhip bin 
(b) in and by the wayes of bis own. 
appointment. ( 4) Matth. 4.10. Rev.. 
I4.7. Deut. 6, 13. chap.1o. 20, (b)Lev. 
10,1,2, 3. Exod. 24. 3, Gen, 18. 19. 
Joſhua 23. 6,8. Zach. 14, 16, | 


E xplication. 


; By the zyorſoip of God in aired afrer, 
. not tbar which is natural Os mworalt, 
B which 
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which is required in the firſt Command- 
ment is intended. Such is our faith and 
confidence in him, our fear of kim, our 
ſudjetion of ſoul and conſcience unto 
him, as the grear Soveraign Lord, firſt 
cavſe, laſtend, Judge and Rewarder of all 
men; the Law whereof was originally 
writteg in the heart of Man, and bach 
been variouſly improved and direRed by 
new Revelations and Inſtitutions. And 
this Worſhip is calied natarall, upon a 
double Account. 
. Firſt, Becauſe ir dep2r.ds on the zatwre 
of God, a due perception and underſtand- 
ing whereof, makes all this Worſhip in- 
diipenſibly neceſſary : for none can know 
3 bu: it 1s his duty. zo glorifie him as 
that is, to believe in him, love hire, 
wt him, and call ppon bim, which 211 
are therefore car/ed thac do not, P/aln 
79: 6, 2 Thet. I-S, 

* And Serondly Becauſe it was in the 
principle of it concreated with the nat xre 
of man, as that which ſuired, direRed,: 
and enabled himro anſwer the Law of 
his Creation, requiring this obedience of 
him in his dependance on God, And this 
ME: TH  invariable : but it concerneth. 
thoſe 
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with on Explicarien upuths ſame. y 
thoſes#iward wayes and means whereby ' , 7 
God lath appointed that faith, and * 
love, and-fear of him to be excrcifed"and 
exprefſed anto his glory.: And this kin& 
of Worſhip though it: &epend -not uporr 
the ature of God, burapoh his freenan 
arbitrary diſpoſal.and ſo wiis of old liable 
uncoaltergtions; yet God did ever Rrifly 
requife in the ſeveral "fate and condirts 
ons thae 'his Church Rhach*gone throuply 
in the World. And this is that, whicft 
moſt commonly in rhe.Scripture is calle 
by the nate. of she'worſhipof God; as a+ 0 
whereby all- the acceptable 'aRings of the 
ſouls'6f' men towards hiny are 'exprefſed? 
and 'the only way of owning 'and ac= 
knowledging him in the World, as alfoof 
entertaining a viſible intercourſe with 
him. This therefore he calls for, and re- 
quires /indiſpenſibly of all that draw 
nigh to him, arid that becaufe heis che 
Lord ony God, Rev.14.6,7. Mat. 4.70, 
Dent. 10, 12, 13, For his obſervance 
hereof, doth he io approve of Abraham, 
Ges, 18.19, And ſets it down as an; ever= 


laſting Law unto all otbers, that in'a boly' : 

Obſervation thereof, he will be ſanttifies _ 

in all that draw nigh anto him, Erv.lo. 4 
SS BZ I,2, 3« 
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C Eb» 'A ſears Catechiſm, 
I,2, 3. bis: commands alſo concerning 
it, are multiplyed in the Scripture, with 
the approbation' of all choſe thar attend 
gnto them. We may not think to find 
acceptance with God, or to inherit the 

promiles , if ſuppoſing our ſelves to ad- 
e nnto him in Worſhip s#t9x#al and 

naivrall, we neglet that which is exter- 
z#a{ and of bis free appointment : for 
beſides, that we renounce thereby our 
inward dependance on him alſo, in not 
obſerving his commands, as Adaw did in 
tranſpgreſſing an 7»ſtit#tion , we become 
wholly uſeleſs unto. all the ends of his 
Glory in the World, which is not the 
way to come to an enjoyment of him. 
Neither, do we only expreſs and profeſs 
our inward morall, naturall worſoip of 
God hereby, by which'means it becomes 
the principall way and inſtrament of faith 
and cruſt exerting themſelyes in our 
obedience, - but alſo. it is a moſt effeQual 
help and aſſiflance unto the principle of 
chart natural worſhip, ſtrengthening the 
habit of ir, and exciting it unto all fu- 
table -aings , unto its increaſe - and. 
growth, ITY 
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with an Lent upon the ſame, þ 
Qua. 2. By what meant do we come'ry © 
know that God will thus be worſhipped ? 6. 
 Anſw. That God fs'to be at oi 
and that accozding to his own will and 
appointment, ts a:( a): peincipali 
bzanch of the Law of: our - creattow ; 
w2itten in our hearts; tbe(b) ſerife 
whereof is renewed in the ſecond Com» 
mandment ; but the ſpayes and meang 
of that wozſbip, depend meerly on Gods 
- (c) Sovexraign pleaſureand Inftitution; 
( 4 ) Row. 1.21, chap. 2. 14, 15. , Aﬀth 
15.16, 17, As 17.23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 
28, 29. verſes. (b ) Exodus 20.4, 5363 
(ec) Jer. 7. 31. Exod: 25. 40. woe ph 
I,2, 3, 4,5 , 6: Jokes IS, 31:0 31 
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Explication 4 . [7 
PQ 
Theſe two thingy all men. ſee byok. 


ere, - 

Firſt, That God, bewever they Ini 
took in their apprebenſions of him,would 
be and was to be worſhipped witb ſome 
outward ſolemn wor tho —_ — 
ſome are reported to, bave even caſt-off 
all knowledge and ſenſe of a divine bring, 
yet never any were heard of, that came 3 
| B 3 0 ta 


5 & L < 
y x Y w3> F Ks He * COP OR : k Ee 2, A ne - 0 ISS 
go: LEST at I Era Ed Ee OE. ES SF 4h 
Þ Nos : bo 7% 3 << x Pr, $f) [> Ws =” * $. LY » - AT op. 27; . - 
"4 ” uy $4.58 FRE © Sy RNs eg - = pe. bo {IF $7 Woes Fw SI q 
. _—_—_ 434 Er 1 p Fo Hs EG es 
. —_ _ od < IJ = 


Sr), 28 eee Cee Doſes? 335i 
co ww acknowledpement of any God,ttue 
orfalſe, but they-alf- conſented; that he 
was conſtantly-antl- ſolemnly ro be wor- 
(ipped: And that? not only by * #ndbwr- 
lina#:Pirfons/, but by Soceties topether, 
that: fo they tnighe. own and honomr-him 
whom._chey cook for their God:- And 
cs” fac _outivatd worſhip - is" -re- 
quired (in. the! firſt . Commandaent ; 
panely, that rhe inward be exerciſed and 
expreſſed. When. we take God: for our 
God, wetake tim to worſhip bim}; Devr- 
PET £5, 13: 0ther thouphrs, namely - of 
; tdwarawotihip, withant pxtward exprei- 
E \ fn þt all, 'or:anyrime, or in'any. way, 
3 are but a covetre unto. frberſm. And,” - - 
Secondly, This alſo they are lead to 
an apprebenfion:of,.' by the ſame light 
_ whereby they are a Law unto themſelves, 
Avw;2.:14.that God would be: worſhip- 
ped in the 49, and by the means rbathe 
Bimſelfoappormetband approved; whence 
bane among the Aaron chendelves un- 
deredok .ro appdine wayes and: Ceromos 
#2xzof Worſbip;. huttſtihi rhey. Qreveaded 
Ederiverbeknowledpeofthem from the 


themfelves, of whom:they: reckoned 
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Wet b an > Explicates, os She ſame. 


his own way. ' And becauſe notwitſtand- 
ing this pretence, being left of God, ard 
deluded of Satay, they did invent falſe 
and foohſh wayes of worſhip, not only 
not appointed of God, bur ſuch as were 
unfuired unto thoſe 5nbred notions which 
they had of his nature and excellencies, 
the Apoltle convinces and diſproves 
them, as men acting againli the light of 
nature, and principles of reaſan , Rom. 
I. 21. they m: ight have ſeen, that, 10 
their Idolatry they anſwered nor their 
own inbred conceptions of the Diue 
rower and Godhead, lo as to glorifie him 
as God. And in che like manner doth 
he argue art large, Ads 17. 23. but be- 
yond this, the inbrea light of nature could 
not conduct any. of the Sons of Mer, 
This alone. is contained in the firſt Pre- 
cept, that God was to be worſhipped 
they knew, and thar he was to be wor- 
ſhipped by wayes and means of his'own 
appointment they knew , bur what thoſe 
wayes and means were, " they knew not. 
Theſe alwayes depended on Gods Soye- 
raicn* will and pleaſure, and be made 
them known to whom he pleaſed, PJalm 
147. 19, 20- and Money ſome of the 
wWayes 
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ſoort Carertiſm, = 


wayes which he doth appoint, may ſeem 
to have a preat compliance in them unto 
the Light of natare, yet in his worſhip he 
accepts them nor on that account ; bur 
meerly on that of his own inſtitution ; 
and this as he hath declared his will 
about in the ſecond Commandment , ſo 
be hath ſeverely forbidden che addition of 
our own inventions unto what he bath 
appointed: ſending us for inftruction 
unto bim alone, whom he bath endowed 
with Severaign Amkority to reveal his 
will, and ordain his worſhip, Fobs: 1. 18. 
Aatth. 17.5. 1 Chron. 16. 13. 


= A. 


o. 3. How then ave theſe wayes and 
means of the worſhip of Gud made known 
anto us £ 

Anſw. Jt and by the weitten wozd 
only; bbich contains a full and perfect 
Revelation ofthe will of Godz as to 
bis whole wozſhip, and all the concerns 
ments of tit: John 5. 39, Ifa. 8. 20. 
Luke 16. 19. 2 Tim. 3. 15, 16, 17. 1 Pet, 
I. 19, Deur. 4.2, chap. 12. 32. Joſhug 
I-7, Prov.30,6. Rev, 22. 20, Iſaiah 
29, I J, | 


Explication 
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with an Explication upon the ſame. 
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Explication. 


The Ezxd wherefore God granted his 
word unto the Church, was, that ttereby 
it might be inſtructed in his mind and 
will, as to what concerns the worſhip and 
obedience that he requirerh of us, and 
which is accepted with him. This the 
,whole Seripture it ſelf every where de-- 
clares and ſpeaks out unto all that do 
receiveit;, as 2 Tim. 3.15, 16, 17. with 
the reſidue of the teſtimonies aboye re- 
cited do declare, It ſuppoſeth, it decla- 
reth, that of our ſelves we are ignorant 
how God is, how he ought to be war- 
ſhipped, 1/a. 8. 20. Moreover it manifeſts 
him to be a jealous God, exerciſigg thar 
holy property of his nature in an elpecial 
manner abour his worſhip ; rejcRing and 
deſpiſfing every thing chart 1s not. accor- 
ding to his will, tbat is not of his Inſticu- 
tion, Exod. 20. 4,5. | 

That we may know what is ſo, be bath 
made a Reyelation of his mind and will 
in bis Written word, that is, the Scripenres 
and ro the end that we mighe expe in» 
itracion from thence alone in his wory 
 ſhip,and ac therein accordingly. 

ls. - Firfl, 
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A ſort Catechiſm, 
Firſt, he ſends us and dire us there- 
#nto, expreſly for thac purpole, 1/4-8.28. 
Luke 16.19. Fohn 5.39. and not once 
"'Joti mares in the lealt, any other way or 
means of inſtruction unto theend. 
Seconaly, He frequentiy affirms, that it 
4s iufficienc, able, and perfe& ro guide us | 
therein, 2 TZ:9.3. 15, 16, 17. 1Pet.1.19. | 
-Pfalm 19.7, 8, 9. and whereas be hatch 
expreſly given it unto us for that end, if | 
ithere be any wanr or defect therein , it 
*auſt ariſe from hence, that either God 
would not, or could not give unto vs 
a perfect Revelation of his will; neither 
vf-which can be tmagined. 
+. Thirdly , He hath commanded us 
to- oberve all whatſoever he hath ap- 
poinred therein, and not to make any 
addition therennto, Foſhna 1. 7. Deur. 
4 2 chap.12. 32. Prov. 30. 6. hevel, 
22.20. And. -a | 
_ Fourthly, pecyliarly interdicted us the 
tife of any ſuch 'things, as are of the 
inſtitution orappointment of Men, 7/a: 
29. 13, 14. Ss 'that from the Scriptures 
alone, are we to learn whar is accepted : 
wich God in his worſhip. 
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with au Explication npos the (ame. 117 

' Qu. 4. Have theſe wayes and means 
*t Afmages the ſame you the Gp» 
bo mug & 

* Anſw.. No! But God hath alterod 
and changed them at ſandry ſeaſons, ac* 
cozding to the colinſell of his own will, 
ſa ashe ſaw neceſſary fo2 his own Glas 
ry, and'the Ediffcation of his Church, 
See Geog. 2. 16, 17, Gen. 17. 10, 11 
Exod.-12, 3, 4, 5. Exod. 20. Chap, 25. 9. 

Heb. 1,1. Heb; 9. 10, 11,12. 
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The exterzall worſhip - whereof we 
ſpeak, being as was ſhewed bctore, not 
naturall or frioral, arifing neceſſarily frork 
the dependance of the rationail creature 
on God, as its firſt Cauſe, chiefeſt Good; 
laſt End, and Soversign. Lord, but pro» 
ceeding fromthe meer will and pleaſure 
of God; determining how-be will beho-= 
nouredand clorified'.in tbe world”, was 
 alwayes altzrabl: by him, by whom ie-was 
appointed; And wherea ever fince the 
ercrancevf fn. into the World, God fd 
alwayes teſpe&t unto the promiſe of rhe 
Lord Chrif, and bis — -in whom 
alone 


bv 


12 


alone he will be glorified, and faith in 
whom be aimed co begin and increaſe in 
all his worſhip, be bath ſuired his Inſti= | 
cutions of the means thereof ,' to thac 
diſpenſation of Light and knowledge of 
him, which he was pleaſed at any time 
ro-grant, Thus immediately afcer the 
giving of the promiſe, he appointed ſa> 
erifices for the great me2ns of his wors* 
ſhip; as to glorifie himſelf expreſly by 
Mens off ring unto him of the principal 
good things which he had given them, 
ſo to inſtruct them in the faith, and con- 
firm them in the expeRation of the 
greet ſacrifice for ſin that was to be of- 
fered by the promiſed ſeed, Gem. 4. 3, 4. 
Heb. 11.4. Theſe were the firſt inftitu- 
ted worſhip of God in the World after 
the entrance of fin. Hereunto be nextly 
added Circumciſion, as an expreſs ſign of 
the Covenanc, with the grace of it, which 
he called Abraham and his feed unto by 
Jeſes Chriſt, Gev. 17. 10, 11. And to the 
ſame peneral end and purpoſe, be afcer. ' 
wards ſoperadded the Paſſcover with its 
attendant inſtirutions, Exod, 12.23, 24s 
And then the whiole Law of inſtitutions - 
contained in Ordinances, by the Miniſte- ; 
$6318 | |  FY + 
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upon the ſame. 13 7 
ry of Angels on Mount S:nas, 'Exod 20. 
So by ſundry degrees, be built up that 
n || fabrick of his e#:ward worſoip, which was 
- F ſuited in bis infinite wiſdom, unto his 
t | own glory, and the edifcacion of his 
£ | Church, untill the exhibition of the pro- 
e | miſed ſeed, or the coming of Chriſt in 
e | rthefleſh, and the accompliſhment of the 
- | work of his mediation, Heb. 1. 1. forun- 
- | to that ſeaſon were thoſe Ordinances to 
7 | ſerve, and nolonger, Heb. 9. 10, 11, 12. 
| F And then were they removed by the 
, | fame authority whereby they were in- 
- | Nitnted and appointed, (ol. 2: 14, 18, 
= | 19, 26. So that though God would ne- 
- | ver allow, that Men,upon what pretence 
. | ſoever ſhould make any alteration inthe 
= | worſhip appointed by him ; by adding 
* | untoir, any ching of their own, or omit» 
+ | ting ought thar he had commanded, 'ei-' 
f | ther in matter or manner, notwithſtanc- 
| 
| 
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ing that he knew that it was to abide. 

but for a ſeaſon, but commanded all 
| men ftraitly to attend to the obſervari-" 
,* | on of it whileſt ir was by him continued” 
; | in force, Ma/. 4.4. yet he alwayes re- 
ſerved untobimſelf the Soveraign power 
of glterivg, changing, or utterly aboliſh- 
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ing it at his own pleaſure : which autho- 
rity he exerted in the Goſpel as to all 
the meer Inſtitutions of tbe Old Teſta- 
ment, Whiileit they continned, he in- 
torced rbem with moral reaſons, as his 
own holineſs and Authority; but thoſe 
reaſons prove not any of thoſe. inſtitn- 
tions ta be moral, unleſs they enſue up. 
on thoſe reaforsalone, andare nowhere 
elle commanded ; 'for being once: infti- 
tated and commanded, they. are to be 
tnforced with morallconfiderations, taken 
om tbe nature of Gt6d, and our Duty, 
19 reference unto jijs Authority, So, faich 
he, Thor ſhalt reverence my Sanftuary, 1 
an the Lora, which no more proves that 
« worall Duty, then that erJoyned vpon 
the ſame foundation , Leeft.:1t; 44. 1 
am the Lord your. God , ye ſhall therefore 
fanttife your [clues, and ye ſpall be boly, 
for 7 am holy, netber ſhall ye arfile your 
ſelves. with any manver of creeping thing 
thet treepeth upon the earth. Not defiling- 
ebr jelves: with the rouchiog,. or: caring; 
of creeping things, is now no morall Du. 
ty, lince be jnſt3inion is ceaſed, ajrbough 
it be inforted by *mgny moral}: confidera- 
Lans THEM RTE 
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.Qu.5. 11 there any farther. alteration: 
to be expetted in, or of thoſe inſtitutions 
and ordinances of Worſhip, which are rer. 
; | vealed and appointed in the.Goſpel ? 
Anſw. No ! The laſt compleat Re-- 
belatton of the will of Gad being made; 
by the Son, who is Lozd of all, his. 
| Commands and Jnſtitutions are to be! 
, | obſerbed inviolably unto. the end of ths-- 
Woz?ld, without alteration, diminutt- | 
on, or addition, Heb. 1.1. chap. 10.25; 5 
26, 27, Match. 28, 20. 1 Cor. z1. 26. 
I Tim. 6 14, NI 


| E xplication. 


It was ſhewed before, that il the In+:. 
Ritutions of the Old Teſtament had re-- 
ſpct unto the coming-of Chrift jn. the\ 
fcſh, who was the erd of the Law, Roms » 

' 10+ 4. and thereupon they. were fubject. 
© alteration Or abel;tion upon. 8 trwotold 
account, | | , 

Firſt, Becauſe that which they werez 
appointed principally ro 'imftru&t the: 
Church in ,, and co dire& jt unto; the: 
expectation of, was upon his coming. ac- ; 
compliſhed and. fulfitied , fo char; che + 
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end was abſolutely raken away ; and they 
conld no more truly teach che mind and 
will of God : for they would Rtill dire&t 
nnto that which was to come, after it 
was paſt and accompliſhed. And this 
is that which the Apoſtle - Pal fo vari- 
ouſly proves, and fully confirms in his 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews, eſpecially in the 
7, 8,9. and 10. Chapters. 

Secondly, The Lord Chriſt during their 
continuance, was to come as the Lord 
over his whole houſe, with more full 
and ample avthority, then a»y of thoſe, 
whom God had employed in the inſti+ 
rution-of his Ordinances of old, were in- 
truſted withall , Heb. x. 1,2, 3. He 
ſpike in former dayes by the Prophets, but 
wow by the Son, whom he hath appointed 
heir of all, Chap. 3.5, 6. Chriſt as a Son 
over his own heuſe, whoſe houſe are we. 
And therefore they are all to be at his 
_ Ciſpoſall, ro confitm or remove , as he 
ſaw reaſon and occaſion. And this be did 
, virtually in the ſacritice of bimſelf , or 
_ the blood of his Croſs, fnlfilling and fi+ 
niſhing of them all, Jobn 19,30. Break- 
ing down the middle Wall of partition, 
«boliſhing in hn fleſh the enmity, even the 

Law 
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rats wes,” *be © "Hleb Fins 
nojling it 10 his Croſs 444d 

fol. 2.14, | "Mp 

Secondly, Authiritah 

;n the Apoſtles, vol h 

Goſpel preached by Wen 

Now therefore why, tempt ye Gad "ts op 
oak «pon the neck of. Ihe «Di 75) yh po $ 


wenher our F atheys 1 


of the Lord Fuſws dA we Fa {tra 
even as they, Gal. 3. 244 25: Sep th 


Law was our Schboolma fr 7 bring 
anto Chriſt, that we LD TY 5g -1[Fified &: 
f aith ; "but after tba F. on | ae. We AT 
910 longer under a St 0 

2, 3,4: and events 

when he cauſed” 

ceaſe, by the Princs 

with an Army mak we Fl 

beth City and San Bats | 
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v Givg! ro. his | 


Y and life « of Jeſus Cheif with 
#lacrifice and aronement for fin made 
er reb ”, 1 Cor,11. 23, 24, 25, 26. 
"* . Ean never be*agaig-performed z neirher 
- is there any thing elſe ro the ſame pur- 
| poſe > either neeafull or poſſible, Heb. 
Tre is nor any ground 
_ Toft for any new ittirution of worſhip, 
iny-akeration in thoſe chat are ajrea- 
y inſtituted. Nor, 
wn -  Secoridly, Can any one be expeRed to 
£=.-—-= come from God with a greater' and more 
ſail anthoricy for the Revelation of his 
mind, than that wherewith this only Son 
P was accompanied; which yer muſt be, if 
KT. any Fitorations: were to de:made in the 
| [ 'S- ror(Bip that 'he hath 
Atirur d if the G Go oipel. 
. Fo! Ke C Jn - 405th nor an equall autho- 
"aſter chac which is 
ee 8s to give ſatisfa- 
pEnces of men in 
"alteratrions.. * And. 
here aroſe nor a Pro- 
in! Moſes under the Old Te- 
- -*Ramenty then Frould be no clermien 
" - maadein"Þis's aſtications, b 
| 4 - "Was Þout nd. wyeraly'.0 to 
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Remember 20: the Law of Moles al ”* _— | 3 
which 1 commanded unto him in Bare 
all Iſrael with be Statutes and.. \ Fmager 


a Prophet coilifters 

Moſes, whow th Lord knew face to face, 
Dext. 34. 10. And our Apotftle to Moves 
che. right of Chr e: Ordi- 

nances of the Law, layes bis f | 

in manifeſting that he was: above t: 

gels, Heb. 1. 4. being mage fi mu 

rer than the Angels, as t bath 

tance obtained amore 0 


they, and thar-be 


we 


by the Miniſtery- of : Angels: Ch 

and fo alſo that he-was greati 
Moſes, chap. 3.'3. - For this 1 Was 4 
counted worthy >: more. 7 than Moles 
in «a much as he whip" ath,,ouilard 36 


Moſes verily _ Fan, ” 
bonſe, 4s a ſervant, 6 Ft7 
over his own houſe ; Becante 
the Law-piver; and Xs ediaror 
 Godand Man in the-giving et £ 
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DEER" 2 /bor! FCachifm®, 

_ {ben Or ddinances by:Chriſt, namely that 
*, ;was-preater and exalred above all 

thoſe 1 hoſe M5niftry was uſed in the di- 

" ſpeofetion of the Law, unleſs ſome can 

#- + be chovghr to be greater, and exalced in tt 
E- authority aboye the. Son offGod, there A 
"bs can be. no alreration expected in che In- 0 

Rinitions of che Goſp we - 


5." Ou. 2. 6; May nor {ach an | Epare of faith ſe 
and þ Hfeftion in: obedience. be attained un W 


wherein Believers may be d 


ed from 'alf obligation unto the njorvar 0! 
tion of Gi &- Tuftirucions ? | " 


Anſw.: No! Foz-the Dzdinarices and is 
ations or the Goſpel- being inſe- w 
> ens pp. annered unto the Evangelical 1 
- adminiftration-of +the Covenant. of- U 4 
Grace. they Mmay not- be left unob- at 
= d; diſuſed,02 omitted, whileſb we 
40 walk befoze God in that Cove- 
4 nt,” without 'contempt of the Cove- 
_ nant. it ſelf, as alſo of the Wiſdom and 
- .” _Authozitpof Jeſus Cheift- Heb. 3. 3; 4; 
Fa. 15,6. Rom;6-3,4, 5,6. Luke 22.29,20. 
3 Cor. 11. 24;-25, 26, Heb,..10- ws: | 
Rey. Ze Þ Shop 3. 3. wy Gb 
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Explication: = 
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Al our "*Y all our F< 0 iQ 
this life, whatever may be obcained;' or: 
atcained unto thereio, it all belongs uaco 
our walking with: God-in the Coyenanr 
of Grace, wherein'God dwells Cod Men 
and. they are his people, and Godilhim 
ſelf is' with:chem ro'bexheirGodelthi 
wayes of communion with hingaabket 
dience unto him, of enjoym nt-of- ki 
on this fide Heaven and Glory, he þ 
not appointed nor. revealed, Now this 
is che Covenant 4hat. God. hath made 
| with his people ;_ That he will-put: his 
Laws into their min. | 9 anA write. ther; 5- 


and they ſhall be to mw 4 people; a 


will be  acifall ro their, gurig brean 4 | v2 : 


and their fins and t heir. iniquities, mill 
' be remember m0 mores : Heb. 8. 9y Io,1 one 
And what ever Men attain, uno, hos 
vercue. of the grace of. that. Covenants, 
nor is there any Grace prqmiſed inthe. 
Fa ant to lead men, in ths: life, 0r.te 
em. up unto a Rate of pcrie&ion. 


ſhare -glory Yprn this Covenant, are. 
vet: 5 3. _ the 


Pr inftieurions of Goſpel wotlllp ans 
nexed; and unto that adminiſtration of 
it which is granteduato the Church op- 
on the coming and death- of ' Chriſt. 
Withoue a retunciation and.relinquiſh- 
ment of that Covenan?, 'and the grace 
of it; theſe inſtitutions earinor be omit- 
red'or deſerted. If Men ſuppoſe that 
they haye attained to ancſtate wherein 
rheyrneed neicher the grace of God, 

onthe mercy of © Goc, nor the blood 

Chr, nor the Spiric- of Chrift, ir is 
nor meh marerial', what they think of 
th&EOrdinances of worſhip. Their pride 
ard folly, wichonr chat mercy which is 
ravght, promiſed and exbibiced in thoſe 
Ordinances, will ſpeedily be cheir. rune. 
Beſides, the Lord: 


| Chriſt is the abloture 
od over bis own houſe, Heb. 3.4,5, 6 
And" heath piyen our the Laws where 
he will have it guided and ruled 
whileſt ic is in chis World. In and by 
theſe Liwr,” are bis Ordinances of Wor- 
ſhip eſtabliſhed : for any perſons on whar 
precence ſocyer, to plcad anexemption 
from” the-obligacion of thoſe Lawe, it is 
- nothing bur ro caſt of the Lordip and” . 
dominion -of Curie himſelf.” —_— <7 


matter. he houps 7 _ ) on Wo 
the continuance \of;hem'unull 
ing unto Judgement; -: 
above quored will appears , 


Qs. 7. What are buy 
we ought to a3 at 1h 
the inftitations of Chj 

Anſw. 1. To a it 
God. 2, To'own A 
feffed ſubjection -t0-* 
Chiilt. 3.T ue 
our moſthotp ret 
and confirm our mutual love 3-4a5iwe 
are elievers,.  (1.) Levit-*10.'3-- 
Heb. 12: 28; 29. (2: ) Dent. 26. #7- 
Joſh. 24.22. 2 Cor. $, 5. ( 3.) Epheſ. 4- 
12,13, I4, 15, 16. une: 20» (4 hs 20T- 


IO. 16, 17. Fl 3 ors TY 
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That we may profitably and comfor- 
eably, unco-the glory of God, and-.our 
o__ edification, be exerciſed -4n;. the 
ervation of the Infticurions and Wore 

ivip Fs God, we. ore alwayes to / po 
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"M07 i Carecbiſw,” - 1 


: Wh ends for which God 


gd" them, and commanded- 


wo ele unto. chem, that ſo our 


Wa *. - F- £35 LA $2" LID) , | 
| pf them Lmay be the obedirfion 


W- $- faith.” For what ends ſoever God 


hath' app vince them unto; for that end 
are * | hey -uſefr ll and effecuall, and ro 
no other? Tf-we come to chem for any 
mages * fragt chem for any other 


any other defign, if we 

"xbin gin them or by them, 

G00 b Þ appointed chem tO 
0Muc71care "Sto "ts , we difhonour 
pdrand a ve our owp ſouls. This 
reaught diligently to enquire into, to 


ni 55-08 zotonly whar God requires of ue, 
ar:whirefore allo” he requires it ; and 
what he aims. at" therein. "Some of the 
Te! palt things whereof” are entmerated 
” in this A=/wer. And-it is. well known 
*- how horribly many of the inſtications of 
= theGoſpe!, have been'by ſome, eſpeci- 
alyrhe Papifs, abgſcd, by a neglet of 


_ the*exl; of God in them, and impoling 


ew ex; of rheir own upon them unto 

Serſtition and Idolatry,. Grace is af- 

cribed"anto the outwa 4 obſervance of 

them, Whereas hf hy. "is of che” pro- 
"Mm 1-5 Doſe, 


'4 


b. us 2x 
= Y 3s ar 
b d; a 
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3 Fi an ; 


wiſe, and. the promiſe i in \ the, LDCS. 
ven. only to the faich of WT righ _—_ IS 
's- The elements in the Sacrament 2 
of the Excharift, are turned: into a God,” 
firſt worſhipped ,.. and then devoured, 
with many the hike 3bominations, © * 


. Q2.8. How may we [anflifie the's name Fy 
of God in 4 o of Wa Dfins: 


? 
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Of, 


Anſw.. 1. | renc 
his Soveraign Authozty apps (498 
them. 2, Anholy regard wito bis! P 
ciall pzeſence.m them. 3. FREY 

pzoiniſes. 8 exed 19 them. ++ D delight - 
in his wii, eaiſome. Love ar T i - 
manticſted in them, 5, Contancy ah Eq 
perſeverance m obedience unto bim 
their due Dblerbatton, (7.) Levit, 46 
Mal: 1, 6. BO 17, Exod, 20.4 es 
James 4.12... "W lar. 28. 20., ns Lee of 
59-21, Exod. 7 4344645. (3-1 Of el. 
15. 6.. Heb.,4. 2.6. Exod. 12. 27; 2 RY 
2 Cor, 6. 16, 17, 18. chap. 7. I. (4-)P4al... 2 
88. 1,2, 4; 10... Plat. 65. 4. Plal. 36,78 
(5: ). Plalm. 23.6.  Plal. 27. 4. , Revo as - 
3, 10,. RY. 6. 9. "Heb. 19.2.3, 249 25 FY 
TiRes 12, ED 6; 4 ls | 

Explications = 


bla :. 


| Explication. 


Fhis is the firſt thing that God re-if wi 
quiretb us co arrend unto, . in the. cele-F th: 
Þracion.of che Ordinances of his wor in 
hip; namely, char we therein ſanitifieY it, 

bis name, the greateſt duty char we are 1 

calied unto in this wogldi*% This he layes i 7 

down as the generall mile*of all we dof rh, 
herein Levic. 10.3.7 will, faith he, befffl cx 
anifified in thew'that come "nigh unto me, ſi re 
"4 before all the prople I will be gle- ap 
pefied. Whatever we doin his worſhip, m 
.we- -doirc that he may be ſancified, ch 
\ , or” whatever we do is an-abomination i a! 
© #0 bir. Now the principall wayes bow iſ 6: 
E- 3 pay berein ſan&iifie \che- name -of if 0» 
© 6d are-cxpreſled. - As, th 
2 E*Pirt;, When in every Ordinance, we i #% 
*-» Sonfider bis appoinemenr- of ir, "and fob» £4 
= mat our ſouls and conſciences uato his i D 
= wwthoriry cherein which if we'-obſerve iſ} 7 
;. anyching in his worſhip bur- what he I A 


hath» eppointed, we cannot doit.” Not © 
formality, nor cuſtome,-nor"theipreceprs | f+ 
0i'Men, not.an rhivp but che anthority ti 


 , © omar er God is £0 be M24 
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ication npon the ſame. ©2 
in this obedience. Thiz ig tbe Firſt thing 
char Fairh regards in Divine Worſhip 1 
it reſts not in any thing, cloſerh nor 
with any thing , but what Ic difcerng 
that God bath commanded , and theres | 
in it eyes his Auchority as be requirech E 
it, Mal. 1.6. Jf ['be a Father, where #  « 
mine honour? if 1be a Maſter, where 'iw 
7 fear? Rom. 14.11. As 1 live, faith 
the Lord, every hace Mull bow to. me, and 
every rongme ſhall confeſs to God,  Reves 3 
rence then” unto the auchoriry® of God + © 
appointing bis worſhip, is 8 pringpat . 
means of ſanQifying the name of Gag” = 
chereir. This was che ſolemn ſap@ionet” 5 
a{ bis inſtirntions of old, Deur. 6.4, . # 
6,7. Hear Oliracl,” the Lord onr God-# 
one Lord, and thou ſhalt love the "Lord 
thy God with allthine heart, ana withall I 
thy [onl, and with all: tby might; "and 
theſe werds which: command thee "this * 
Day, ſpall be in thy beart, and thou foals: 
teach them diligemtly' unto thy children. © 
And the obſervation of them he prefſech - "> 
on this account;; that the people might © 4 
fear that glorious and dreadfaull nine; 
ed-rby God, Deur. 28. 53. which. 
be bad ſo often engaged 1n-his 
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oats: ing chou ſhale do i it; Tam: 
_ the Loxd. And in the New. Teſtamenc;: 
our Lord Jeſus Chrift propoſech his au-* 
thoricy as the foundation»of his coms 
.marding , and our .obiervation of alithe 
#. of che Goſpel, - Mar.-28. 18, 
-19,20. Feſms Care and [pake- unto thers 


E- 69%. FY go ye therefore , and eb all 
Nations, baptizing them in the nime of 
the. Father, and of: the Son, and of the 
- Grd Tf teaching them Fo; + chr all 

. teings What [orver 1 have comm 
- Andhe is" ro be corfidered{in _ 
2 obedience, as the great and: 
3 greer rof tis Church, as che: ont Law- -G5wtr 
* Sho is. able ro fam and ta deſtroy, James 
"> 2. the ta Lord over his houſe, 
Het » Ty every knee ts: 
to ani every. conigience'to:be in 
jean, and be. w; io: heareth- not ba: 
Voice, is 0 be cut off from the people of. 
309, 3 As 3.23.1: ſoalli.come. 0 paſs,: 
'- thatevery. ſoul which will nor bear that 
- Propi nes Phell be = frees Awang rhe. 
"2 © Secondly, God;hirh (oedhanats; tes | 
i * Wes his, Jpeciall priſence in and - 
2 1 $f 1$ 
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his inſticured Ordinances, : of old borh 
unto 'the rhings themſelves , 2nd the 
places wherein they wete according to 1 
his appointment ro be celebrated; thoſe 
of places, being aiſo of his ſpeciall inſti= 
tution. ©. Under che New Teſtament, ' all A 
difference of, and- relpect unto place is... "Þ 
-Qy ay, John 4:21. The honr-6gtths 
when” ye fall neither:sn* this Moumanty > 
nor yet at Jeruſalem worſhip the Farbawy A 
but. the hawr cometh, and tow 51, when bs 
ppers ſoail worſhip the-F «rbey-inh | -"- 
Jparit and in ernth; far the F ather eek -- rg 
eth ſach to "worſhip h:m.” And we: re ; 
commandedn* att © places equa} =. 8 
wake our. Pr; yers and ſupplicat5 wh. 
bur his prefence+is promiſediagd cons . = 
tinued with ithe.due celebration of the X 
Iovrs- by bim appointed ſor 
e;Mar; 28. 20.: Teaching them. to. A 
obſerve. . 7/2 things whatſoever It: have: ” =} 
commanded you, and lee 1am - with you. , 4 
even to-the end of the world: In them i is 
the Tabernacle of God wich-men,-andibe © 4 | 
awells: among thim, and they are; ae ©: 
people, Rev. 21. 3. the prowile ot Chri i3 
being that: where :wo.'or three *ape af 
Janſen: "” bis vame, thre ht Wis. he 'F 
wi 
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midſt of them, Mar. 18, 20, And this 
promiled preſence” of God ; or ' Chriſt, 
confiſtecb, 1. I#:cthe power and efficacy: 
which. be by his Spirit implancs upon his 
Ordinances ro. communicate his Grace 
and "mercy unto his Church , \it being 
- T on Covenanr. that his Spiricſhall Aaccom- 
= Pany. his word for ever unto chat. pur- 
pole; 3/a. 59.21. 2.10 the ſpeciat 
* Ur g which he gives his people in, thoſe 
gories, borh.in che acceptance of them 
and .celtifying his gol, will, unto chem. 


uM | rr Pol 3_r Iirael.., A 

&c ernacle ” uf be f xſl 5. my glory, 
0a, 4 © c-2. 10,I1, 

Ezek. 20. 40, 43. 1 we, pe - you with 
; Joh ſweet [avonr, Ezek. 43-2 ,.in boch 
giving tbem intimate communion with 
TJ himſelf by Jeſas.Chriſt, Jobn 1: 3... By all 
© theſe, be gives char ſpecial preſence which 
= be requires . 8n. eſpeciall.reverence and 
= Fgers of faithunco, os, his name: 
- 18 yet farther ſaoctifed. - hath 
GreFunic promi/er, or _ NA, 
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W3 th an Explicar 0 pon 7 ; | 
ſpeciall grace unto'Wea ebac archnds up-. 
on him in his worſhip./4n. a cue manner, 
and hereunto alſe belofgs thar ſacred 
Relation, which by Yertue of divine in 
ft#tution 15 between. the [acramentall ele- 
ments , and the eſpecial Graces. of the 


Covenanc which, they exbibic and. con- 
firm & _— he mixing of theſe promiſes. 


ard od propoſed -unco- ne 
5 53 Wh fog v8 
aliſts not in any carnall telfs 


tisfaRtion in the ourward . 
| no rhe perfotmance of , 
hip, but. ic is an boly fonl- 
*contemplation--.on; the will 
Wiſdom, cn and Condeſcention;;of 
God; inthat be is pleaſed of his own 
Soveraign meer, will and grace,.. ſo to 
manifeſt himſelf unto ſuch poor finfull 
creatures as we are; fo ro:co 
unto out weakneſs, fo ro commonicare | 
himſelf unto :us, 1o to EXcite ond draw . 
forth our ſouls unto. bimſelf , 


:daegof- his gracious in- 
by Jeſos Chriſt ; - by 

ee on @f. theſe ghings is the 

ſogl' drawn forth t6*delighe-in God... 
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againſt difiiculties, oppoſitions and perſe- 
cutions.- This he taketh. notice of, Rey. 
2.13. Thos holaeſt, faſt my name, and 
haſt” not aenyed my faith, even wm thoſe 
dajes wherein Antipas was my faithfull 
Aartyr, who was. ſlain among you where 
Satan dwelleth. And this he requireth 
of us indiſpenſably._ if we will. be bis 
Diſciples, or ever hope to obtain the. 
reward, Mar. 10 38,39. He that taketh 
not hig.Croſs, and followeth after me, 55 not 
worthy of we ;. and it is he who endu- 
reth unto the. end, that ſhall be ſaved, 
Matth. 24. 13.. And unto them who are 
faichfull noto the death, and them alone 
doth he give the Crown of Life, Rev. 
2,10..giving us caution not to loſe thoſe 
things which we have wrought, that we 
may receive a full:ireward, 2 obs 8. 
And- as to the manner of. their perfor- 
mance, two things are to be regarded 
in this duty of perſeycrance, and the 
ſanRification of the name of God 
therein. - 
Firſt, The inward principle of our 
obedience, our faith and loye which 
are to be preſerved from decay, Rev:2... 
4 5+ 1 have ſomewhat againſt thee , bes _ 
_— cawje':.. 
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cauſe thon haſt left thy firſt love, remint« 
ber therefore from whence thon art fallen, 
and repent, and do thy firſt works, Chap. 
3-3. Remember how thou haſt Previweed, 
and heard, and hold faft and repent." 
Secondly, The outward manney of Ih 
ſervance which is to be kept entire, ac- 
cordihg' to the primitive inſtication of 
Chriſt, x Cor. ri. 23. 7 have received of 
the Lord, that which alſo 1 delivered unto 
'w, not admitting of'any corruptions 
in itto ayoid the greateſt. cronble, «Gal. 
5.11. And 1 ror +> 3f 1 yet preach 
circumciſion , weft; 1 Je Juffer et 


| Extzon': e 


Qu. 9g. How do we tif on ie 
profeſs. onr [ubjetion mnto the Lird Pefra 


Corift and his Con e 


Anſw.Jn that being all of them I.Ap: 
pointed by him asthe head Law-giver, 
King of bis Church. And 2. Pade by 
him the enfignes - and tokens of Hig 
Kingdom, and Subjects, in their due 
obſervation peincipally confifts that 
profeſſion of him, and his name, which 
be'fs often calleth us unto, and ſo in- 
diſpenſably requrreth- at our — 
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Mart. 28,18, 19, 20, 1 Cor, 11. 23, Heb. 
3. 6, Heb. 12. 25, Jobn 8.31, Chap. 
13. 13. Chap. 14. 15, 21, 23. Chap. 15. 
14,17. Chap. 13. 35. Chap. 15. 14. 
Luke 9. 26, Rom, 10,10. x John 2. 3,4, 


Explication. 


The ground and reaſon of this Duty 
is evident. The Lord Jefvs Chriſt {treight- 
ly erjoyns all his Diſciples the profeſſion 
of his name, and layes ic on them asin- 
diſpenſable unto Salvation, Rom. 10. 10, 
With the heart man believeth unto righte» 
onſueſs , with the menth confeſsion, or 
profeſsion, is made nnto ſalvation, John 
12.42, 43, 44, 45. Now this profeſs50% 
of the name of Chriſt, which is fo much 
abuſed and miſtaken. in the World, con- 
liſts in the keeping of his commandments, 
John 15. 14. ye are my Friends, if ye do 
whatſoever 1 command you : $0 allo-Mat. 
28, 20, his Diſciples are to be taugbe 
ro. do, and obſerve, whatever be com- 
mandeth, Now whereas he is the head 
and King of the Church, the next im- 
mediate and ſpecial Law-giver of it ap- 
pointing unto it all his Ordinances,and 
D 2 its 
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its whole worſhip, as ic becomes him who 
is Lord of the houſe, the inſtitutions of 
the Goſpel worſhip are his moſt eſpecial 
commands : And in their obſervation, 
conſiſts that profeſs50n- of him which be 
requires of us3 Therein doth he call them 
out of the world by profeſſion, whom he 
hath redeemed out of ir by his blood, 
s Cor." 6: 15, 16, 17.- Rev.5.9. in theſe 
| he exerciſerh-his'Kingly, or Lordly power 
over bis Church. Heb. 3.6. and- in the 
wilting obedience of his people, gathering 
themſelves unto the Enfigns of his Rule, 
he is glorified in the World. 


'Qu,"'10. How do we in and by them 
build up our ſelves in onr moſt holy faith ? 
Anſw. 1By the exerciſe of that com- 
munion with God in Chziſt Jeſus, which 
fn their dye Dbſervatton he qracioufſy 
invites and admits us unto, foz the in- 
creaſe of his grace inus, and the teſtt- 
fication of his 1sbe and good wiſl tco- 
wards us. Gen. 17. 10.Levir. 26..11,12. 
Prov. 9g. 5, 6. Ezek. 26.27, 28. Zacb, 14. 
16, 17. Mat. 26.27, 28. Rom. 6. 3. 


Eplication 
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puns DYY wW 


The next and principall ends of all in- 
ſtituted worſhip in reſpet of Believers, 
are the increaſe of the Grace of God 
in them, their edification in their moſt 
boly faith, and the teſtification 'of the 
good will of God unto them, Epheſ. 4. 
It, 12,13,14, 15, eAfnd he gave ſome 
Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome 
Evangelifts, and ſome Paſtors, and Teach- 
ers, for the perfetling of the Saints , for 
the work, of the Miniftery, for the edifying 
of the body of Chriſt, till we all come in 
| the unity of the faith, and of the know- 
ledge of the Son of God, unto a perfett 
| man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the 
| fulneſs of Chriſt ; that we henceforth be 
| no more children , toſſed to and fro, and 
| carryed about with every wind of doftrine, 
by the ſleight of men, and cunning crafti- 
neſs whereby they Iye 1n wait to deceive ; 
but ſpeaking the truth in love, may grow 
np into him in all things, which is the 
head, even Chriſt, from whom the whole 
body fitly joyned together and compatted, 
by that which tvery joynt ſupplytth accor- 
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ding to the effenall working in the mea- 
ſure of every part, maketh increaſe of the 
body unto the edifying pf it [elf 5n_ love. 
Whence alſo is thar prayer of the Apo- 
ſtle for the bleſſing of God upon the 
Church, in the uſe of them, Ephel. 3. 
I6,17, 19. That he will grant yon ac- 
cording 10 the riches of his glory, to be 
ſtrengthened with might by his Spirit un 
the inward man, that Chriſ may dwell 
in your heart; by fab, that ye being 
Yooted and gronnaed in love , maybe able 
30 comprehend with all Saints, what is 


the breadth, the length , and depth , and 


heighth, and -to know the love of Chriſt. 
which paſſeth knowleage , that ye might 
be filled with all the fulneſs of Goda: For 
theſe ends, and with a defiga ro baye 
them accompliſhed, in and upon their 
ſouls, ought they co attend unto ther. 


James I. 21. Receive with meekneſs the 


sngrafted word of God, Which ts ableto 
ſave your ſouls, 1Pet, 2.2. As new born 
babes dr fire the ſincere milk of the word, 
that you way grow therchy. Unto the 
effe&ing, of theſe ends, eſpecially the 


4ncreaſe andeſiabliſhmenc of our faith, 


ate they ſuj:cd and appointed of God, 
whereon 
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whereon all their efficacy doth d 

In -their due obſervation , d ry 
vive out that ſnpply of Gn "which be 
" | Þdach promiſed, Kpbe/. 1. 16, 17, 18,19. 
| BE and thus alſo is Taiuh ex :rciled, in an 
If eſpecial manner, which: is the only or- 
dinary means of its growth and increaſe. 
Habics both acquired , and infaſed, are 
increaſed and f{irengrhened by frequent 
; © acts 08 ſuitable objeRs5, Hol. 6, 3. They 
ſhall we know, if we follow on to know 
the Loyd, In the celebration of Go- 
ſpel Ocdinances, God in Chriſt propoſeth 
himſelf in an intimate manner to the 
believing ſonl, as his God, andreward ; 
and bis love in Chriſt ,-in an eſpeciall 
manner in ſome Ordinances. So doth 
Chriſt alſo exhibic himſeif chereunto, 
Rey. 3.20. Behold, I ſtand at the door, 
and knock ,, if any men hear my voice, and 
open the door, ] will come in tohim, and 
will ſupp with him, and he with me. Faith 
therefore direted by the word to reſt 
in God, ro receire the Lord Chriſt in 
the obſervation of his Ordinances , is 
excited, increaſed, ſtrengthened, and thac 
in anſwer unto the appoin:meat and 
promiſes of God. 
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. Qu. 11. How are mmuall love and 
communion among Believers teſiified and 
confirmed in their Obſervation ? 

Anſw. Jn that they are appointed by 
tbe Lozd Chetilt foz that end, and in their 
own nature as attended unto in their 
Afſemblies, are in an eſpeciall man- 
ner ſuited unto that purpoſe. Jobn 
13. 35- 1 Cor. 10. 19,17. 1 Cor. 11. 
18, 19. Epheſ. 4.4, 5, 6. 


Explication. 


The principles of mutual, ſp.ricuall 
love among Believers , ariſe from their 
relation unto one Father, Mattb. 23. 9. 
One 3s your Father which is in Heaven: 
who giverh unto all them that believe 
in Chriſt, Power to become the ſons of God, 
John 1. 12. And their being all Ch:/aren8 
of the ſame Family ; that family in Hea- 
ven and Earth which is called after the 
name of God the Father of ir, as the Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Ephep. 3. 
14,15. and unto Chriſt Jeſus as their 
elder Brother, who is not aſhamed to call 
them Bretbren, Heb. 2. 11. being by bim 
dorn of Ggd 3 and from their participa- 
cion 
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tion of one and the ſelf ſame Spirit, 
which dwelleth in them, as they are the 
Temple of God, and the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in them, 1 or. 3. 16. asalſo in 
all the fruits of thit one Spirit, 1 Cop. 
12.4,5, 6, 7, 8, and in that one faith 
and bope whereunro they are called, Eph. 
4.4, 5,6. endeavouring to keep the uni- 
ty of the Spirit in the bona of peace, there 
i one body, and ene Spirit, even as ye are 
called in one hope of your calling, one Lord, 
one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God, and Fa- 
ther of alt, who is above all, and through 
all, and in you all. And that love which 
is not built on theſe principles and foun- 
darions, is not Evangelical, whatever 
Other ground it may have, or occaſion it 
may pretend unto. Communion of Saints 
conſiſts in their mutuall love duly exer- 
ciled accordingto rule; and all commu- 
nion is an effe&t of Union.In Union there-+ 


_ fore mult lyethbe ſprings of love : and this 


conſiſts in a joynt incorporation of Belie- 
vers into Chriſt , for as the boay 8 None and 
hath many members, and all the members of 
that one body being many are one body, ſo 
alſo is Chriſt , for by one Spiric we are M 
baprized inco one body ;; and this ny 
. Mave 
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have by the means before mentioned, 
namely their adoption, faith, and inha- 
Þbication of the Spiric. Now inthe joint 
celebration of the Ordinances of Gods 
worſhip, they altogerber make profeſſion 
* of theſe principles, and a& that one 
faich, hope, and love jointly, whereof 
they are made partakers, and thereby 
grow up more and more into the head 
by that which every joint ſupplieth, 
Fph. 4. 16, and ſome of them are pecu- 
tiarly deſigned by the Lord Ciriſt , for 
the teſtification of their love, and nnion 
among themſelves, 1 Cor. 10. 16, I7. the 
cup of bleſring which we bleſs, us it not 
the communion of the blead of Chriſt ? the 
bread which we break, ts ut not the com- 
wanion of the body of Chriſk ? as we being 
24%) are one bread, and one boay, for we 
ave all partakers of that one bread. 


Qui. 12. What 3s principally to be at- 
rended unto by wg inthe manner of the cele- 
bration of the worſhip of God , and obſer 
vation of the inſtitutions and Orainancerof 
the Goſpel? 3s 
© Anſw. That we obſerve and do all 
whatſaeber the Lozd Cheifſt hath com- 

manded 
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manded ug to obſerve, in the way that 
" | be hath pzeſcribed; and that we add 
" | nothing unto, oz in the obſervation of 
* | them, that is of mang invention oz 
appointment. Deur. 4, 2. cbap. 12. 32. 
Jer. 7.27. Ma'. 15.9, 13. Mar, 17.5. 
Colofl. 2. 3. Mar. 28. 20. Heb.3.5.4,5.6. 
x Cor. 11.23. Rev, 22. 18. 1 Chron. 
IG. 13. la. 29.13. 


E xplication, 


This was in part ſpoken to before on 
the third Queftion, where it was ſhewed 
that the Scripture is the only way and 
means, whereby God hath revealed whac 
that worſhip is, which he will accept in 
and of the Church. Here, moreover, as 
co the duty of the Church in chis marcer, 
three things are aſſerted. | 

Firſt, That weare to obſerve and do af 
Whatſoever the Lord Chriſt hath com- 
manded us to obſerve, This lyes plain 
in the command, Mar. 28. 20. Teaching 
them 20 obſerve all things whatſeever 1 
have commanded you. And we are dire- 
ed unto it in the irffurRion given us 
trom Heaven, co hear, char 1s obey bim 

10 
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in all things, Afar. 17.5. be being the 
Prophet to whole teachings and inſtrudti> 
Ons, we owe obedicnce on Pain of exter- 
mination from among the people of God, 
Dewt. 18.15. Ad. 3.22, 23, Whatever 
he bath appointed, commanded, revealed . 
as the wili of God to be obſerved in or 
about the worſhip of God, that is to be 
kept and obſerved by the Church invio- 
Jably. For if we are his Friends and 
Diſciples, we will keep his commandments. 
No 45/u/e of what continuance ſvyerer, 
can diſcharge us from the obſeryacion 
of inlticutions. After the Feaſt of Ta- 
bernacles had been 4:{nſed from che times 
of Foſpua, unto the return from the cap- 
tivicy, the reſtoration of it was required 
of God and accepted with him, N:h.8.17. 
No abzſe of howhigh a nature ſoever 
can abſfolve us from obedience unto an 
inſtitucion, 1 Coy, 18. 19, 20, 21, 22, 23. 
After the great abuſe of the Lords Sup- 
per in thar Church , the Apoſtle recalls 
them apain unto the obferyation of it, 
according to the inſtitution of Chriſt, 
And after the defilement of all rhe Ocdi- 
nances of the Gyſpel, under the Anti- 
Chriſtian apoſtacy, yer che Temple wt 
| _— 
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the Altar are to be meaſured apain, Rev. 
11.1. and the Tabernacle of God was 
" | again to be raiſed amongſt men, Rev,21.3. - : 
No oppoſition, no perſecution, can give 3 
the Church s diſpenſation wholly to omir, —Y 
and lay afide the uſe of any thing that 
CE the Lord Chriſt hath commanded to 'be 
© obſerved in the worſhip of God, whiteſt 
we are under the obligation of rhat 
d great rule, AQts 4. 19. Whether it be right 
"8 #5» the ſight of Ged to hearken wnts yols 
"WW more than anto God, judge ye. It is true 
in the obſervation of poſitive” inſtituri= 
ohs, we may have regard unto rules and 
* Wl preſcriptions of prudence, as to rimes, 
places, and ſeaſons; that by no inadver- 
tency or miſcarriage of ours, or adyan- 
+ WW tage raken by the adverſaries of the 
TW truth, the edification of the Church be 
« bindred. So the Diſciples mer with the 
* WW adoors ſbut for fear of the Fewes, John 
20. 19, and Paxl met with the Diſciples 
s in the night, in a» apper chamber, for the 
7 celebration of all the Ordinances of the 
o Church, 4&s 20.7, 8. yet as to the ob- 
ligation unto their obſervation, it indi- 
ſpenfably binds us, and that alwayes, and 
that as-to all the ioſticvtions of Chriſt 
FD | what- 
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whatever, Heb, 10.25. Not forſaking the 
alſembling of our ſelves together as the 
wanner of ſome uu, but exhorting one ano- 
ther, and ſo much the mere, as you ſe. 
the day approaching. To dilpence with 
Chrilts commands practically is unlaw- 
fa!l ; mach more doctrinally ; - moſt of 
all axthoritatively as the Pope takes on 
himſelf rodo. This then is the Charches 
duty, to ſearch out all. the commands of 
Chriſt recorded in the Goſpel, and to 
yield obedience nnto them. Wearenot 
in this marter, to take up meerly with 
what we find in praRice amongft others, 
no, though they be men good or holy, 
The duty of the Church, and conſequent- 
ly of every member of it-in his place 
and ſtation, 1s to ſearch the Scriptures, 
co inquire into the mind of Chriſt, and 
ro find our whatever is appointed by 
bim, or required of his Diſciples ; and 
that with hearts and minds prepared un- 
to a due obſeryation of whatever ſhall be 
diſcovered to be his will. . 

Secondly , Whatever belongs untothe 
worſhip of God in the way or manxer 
whereby any of the Ordinarices of Chriſt 
is ro be performed ,, comes alſo under 

the 
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the command 'of Chriſt which is duly to 
be atrended unto, and obſerved, Irdeed 
whatever is of this nature appoin'ed by 
Chriſt, ic doth therefore belong to the 
worſhip of God. Ard what is not fo 
2ppoinred, reicher doth, nor can be any 
part thereof, Of this nature are the 
celebration of all other Ordinances with 
prayer; for every thing 1s ſanitified by 
the word of God avd prayer, I Tim. 4+» Jo 
of fome of them indiſpenſably in rhe 
eſſemblies of the Church, x Cor. 10. 
I6, 17. Chap. 11.20, 24,25,33, Wu 
care, in the obſervacion of the general 
rales of love, modeſty, cordeſcention 
and prudence, doing all things arcemily 
and 1% order, 1 Cor. 11. 33. Chap. 14.40. 
Geſtures in ſome ſacred-ations, Mar.26. 
20, 26, John 13, 23. All which the 
Church. is diligently to inquire into, as 


things that belong to the pattern ofthe 


houte of God, the goings out thereof, 
and the comings in thereof , the forms 
thereof, and the Ordinances thereof, 
with the Laws thereof, promiſed to be 
ſhewed unto it, Ezek. 43.11, to attend 
carefully ro their obſervation is its duty, 
being lefcar l:berty as 10 all other cir- 
cum ſtances 
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cumſtances which no anthority of man 
can give any real refation to the wor- 
ſhip of God unto. Therein lyes the exer- 
ciſe of thae Spirit of wiſdom, and revela- 
tion in the knowledge of the myſterie 
of the Goſpel, which is given unto the 
Church, Ephe/. 1. 17, 18. It was the 
w1/dom Of the antient Church to do and 
obſerve all char God appointed in the 
, way and manner that he. had preſcribed 
for their obſervance, Deut. 4.5, 6. Be- 
hold 1 have taught you ftatutes and jundge- 
wrents ever as the Lord my God commanded 
me; keep therefore and do them, for thu 
# yonr wiſdom and wnderſtanding. And 
herein is the command of Chriſt kept 
inviolate and unblameable. The perſwa- 
© -fion of ſome, that the Lord hath not 
preſcribed all things wherein his worſhip 
is concerned, feerns to proceed from a 
negligence in inquiring afrer what he 
-bath fo preſcribed : and when once that 
perſwaſion is entertained, all. farther in- 
quiry is ſuperſeded,” and deſpiſed. For 
to whar end ſhould any one ſeek after 
that which he is fatisfied cannot be 
fonnd?as that which is not cannot be. But 
this miſtake w:ll be elſewhere. more fully 
diſcovered. Thirdly, 
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Thirdly; A principal part of the duty 
of the Church in cthis'mitter is, to take 
care that: nothing be admitted or pra- 
Riſed in the Worſhip of God, or as be- 
longing thereunco, which is not inſticu- 
ted and- appointed by the Lord Chriſt. 
In irs care, faithfulneſs and watchfulneſs 
herein, conſiſts the principal part of its 
loyalty unco the Lord Jeſus as the Head, 
King and-Law-giver of his Churchz and 
which te ſtir us up unto, he bath left ſo 
many ſeyere interditions and prohibiti« 
ons in his word againſt ail additions to his 
commands upon any pretence whatever z 
of which afterwards. L 

Qu. 13. eAre xt ſome Inſtitutions of 
the New Teſtament ceaſed, as mnto any. 
obligation unto their obſervation, and thert- 
fore new rightly diſnſea ? « 

Anſw, (1.) Some Symbolical tokens 
of moral duties occationally uſed, onlp. 
foz pzeſent infiruction tn thoſe duttes, 
are mentioned in the Goſpel, without. 
any intention to oblige Believers un- 
to the fozmal conſtant uſe oz repetition 
of them. And (2,) Some tempozaryp 
appointments relating unto gifts inthe 


E Cburcþ, beſtowed only foz a ſeaſon in 
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the firſ; plantation of the Goſpel are 
ceaſed > but (3-) No inftiturton oz 
command of OChzeiſt, grben | unto | 
the whole Church, _relating unto- the 
Evangelical admtniſtratton of the New 
Covenant, io2 the uſe and benefit of all 
Believers, doth; o2 vall ceaſe-to-the end 
sfthe Wo21d, ttozcan be wholly'omitted 
without a bfolatfon of the ' authozttp of 
Jefis Chzilt himſelf, John 13. 12, 13, 
I4,15. Rom.16.-16. 1 Cor.16.20. 1Tim. 
5,10, Mark 6. 13. Jam.5.14. Match. 28, 
20. 1 Tim; 6. 14.1 Cor, 11, 26. 


« _ Explication. 


-. Mention 'is made in the Scriptures of 
ſundry things praGiſed by the Lord 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, which being 
then in common uſe amongſt men, were 
occaſionally made by chem Symbolical 
inftruQtions in moral duties. Such were 
waſhing of feet by one another, the boh 
kiſs, and the like , but there being no 
more in them, bat a ſanct fied ule dire- 
&ed nnto rhe preſent civil cyuſtomes and 
ufages, the commands given concerning 
them, reſpect not the. outward athon, 
: nor 
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nor appointed any continuance. of them, 
being peculiatly ſuited unto the tate of 
things and Perſons in thoſe Countries; 
25 John 13. 12, 13, 14, 15. After he bad 
waſhed their feet, and had taken bis gar- 
ments, and was ſet down again, be ſaid 
#nto them, know. ye what 1 hxve done to 
ye, ye call me Maſter and Lord, and ye 
Jay well, for fo 1 am ;, if 1 then. your 
Lord and Maſter have waſhed yorr feet, ye 
alſo ought to waſh one anothers ſeit, for 1 
have given you an example that Je ſhould 
do as 1 have done to you. "Tis. evident 
that it is the moral duty of brotherly 
love, in condeſcention, and mygual help- 
.fulneſs ro be expreſſed in all neceſſary 
offices as occaſion doth require, that is 
the thing which Jefus Chriſt here enjoyn. 
eth. his Diſciples, and leads them to by his 
ownexample in an office of love then in 
uſe in thoſe parts. The ſame is to. be 
ſaid of the holy kiſs, Rom. 16. 16, which 
was A temporary occaſional token of 
entire love ; which may in anſwer there- 
unto, be expreſſed by any ſober uſage of 
ſalntation among men to the ſame pur- 
poſe. Bar the things themſelves were 
not inſticured for any continuance, nor 
> 62a 'do 
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do repreſent any ſpecial grace of the New 
Coyenant, which is inſeperable from eve- 
ty inftitution of Goſpel worſhip proper- 
1y. ſo called. Common anſages or pra- 
Qiſes. therefore, direted to be uſed ina 
"die manner, and unto a proper end, 
whete they ate uſed, make them nor in- 
Nicutions of worſhip. Neither have they 
in ther as ſo commanded or directed, 
any- one thing .that concurs to the con- 
Ritytion of a Goſpel-Ordinance : for 
neither had they their riſe in the autho- 
Tity of Chriſt, nor is any continuance of 
themenjoyned,nor any promiſe annexed 
unto .them, nor ary grace of the New 
Covenart repreſented” or exhibited in 
— 3 — 

' Beſides , there. were in the firſt 
Churches continued for a while certain 
extraordinary gifts, that had their effects 
viſibly on the outward fenſes of men, and 
tended. nor. immediately unto the edifi. 
.cation'of the Church in their faicb, buy 
unto the conviction of others, and.yin- 
dication of the authority of them by 
whom the Goſpel was Preached and pro- 
pagared. Sach was that gift of bealin 
the ſick, which being an eſpecial ffe8 
of 
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of the Holy-Ghoft: for the'advantage of 
the Church in thoſedayes; in:ſome places 
ic, was. accompanied by anouting*! with 
Ozl: 3 bur this. being co univerlal pra 
Rice, and-uſed only in the exerciſe' of 'a 
gift extraordinary, whoſe uſe and being 
are long fince ceaſed, it neyer-. wes ap- 
pointed nor intended to be! of continu- 
ance in the Church, which is nov ryed'by 
rhe Lord Chriſt to the empty figns and 
ſhadows of things whoſe ſubſtance 
is not enjoyed : beſides, no ſpiritual 
Srace of the Covenant was ever inti- 
mated, ſealed, or exhibiced by that uſage 
of anointing with Ogle. The firſt men- 
rion of itis, Mark..6.:13. where its pra» 
Rice is reckoned among the effects of 
that extraordinary power which, the Lord 
Chriſt committed unto his twelve Diſc» 
ples On their firſt ſending our, and is re. 
ferred unto the ſame ſeries of miracles 
which they wrought in purſuit, and by 
vertue thereof, they caſt out many Devils, 
and anointed with Ole many that. were 
fick , and healed them, - And by what is 
there recorded, the ſublequene mention 
of it, fames 5. 14. is to be regulated, 
but-now unto a reall evaxyelical inſtitu» 
B. 13 tion 
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5 tion of worſhip, it is required (1.) That 
it be a command of Chriſt manifeited by 
his--Word, or Exaniple propoſed unto 
our imitation, Aſarth. 28. 20. (2.) That 
it be given and enjoyned:unto the whole 
Church with the limitation'of its admi- 
niſtration expreſſed: inthe Word, 1 Cor, 
11-25. (3-) That unto the due perfor- 
- mance of ir, Goſpel grace be required 
in them that attend unto it. (4.) Thar 
it teach, or repreſent, or ſeal, or improve 
ſome grace of the Covenant, and have a 
promiſe of acceptation annexed unto it, 
and whatever is thus appointed_, the 
Cburch is indiſpenſably ro continue in 
the obſervation 'of, unto the end of the 
World. 

Queſt. 14. May wot the Church find 
out, and appoint to be obſerved, ſuch ruligi- 
8s rites, as being adjoyned unto the celr- 
bration of Gods inſtituted wor ſhip, may 
farther 1he acvotion of the Werſhipers, and 
. render the worſhip is ſelf in its perfor- 
wance more decent, beautiful and orderly, 
as ' the appointing of Images, and the 
like Þ F | 
' .__ Anſw. AY acceptable devotion in' 
them tþat wozthip God, is the _ 
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of faith, which refpects the vecents 
and p2omiſes of Sad: alone, And the © 
comelineſs and beaury of Goſpel woz- 
tþip, conſiferh 1 its-relation unto-God 
by Jeſus Cheift, as the mercic bigh- 
Pzielt ober his houſe, with the gloztous 
. adminiftration of the ſpirit therein. 
The order alſo of it Iyerh in the due 
and regular obſerbation of all - that 
Cheift -hath . appointed ; and therefoze 
all ſuch invbentiong are in themſelves 
needleſs, and uſeleſs, and becaute foz- 
bidden, unlawful to be obſerved, Rom: 
I. 21. Chap. 14. 23. Heb. 4. 2. Chesp. 
11. 6. Deur. 13. 4. Chap. 27. 10. Chap. 
3O. 2, 8, 20. Chap. 11.27. Matth. 29.5; 
Ha. 29. 13. Heb. 11. 4, 6. Ephel. 2. 18, 
2 Cor. 3.8, 9,10, 11. Heb. 10. 19, 20, 
21, 22. John 4, 21, 23. 1 Cor. 14. 20, 
Macth. 28. 20. Exod: 20. 4.- Deur, 4: 2» 
Matth, 15. 13. Iſa. 29.13. Deut. 12. Joc 

Chap. 03-J6 


E -T 


Three chings are uſually pleaded i in the 
Juſtification of the obſervarce of ſuch 
rites and ceremonies in the worſhip of 

God. | (1.) Thar 
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"*(1.) That they tend unto the firthe- 
| Tance of the devotion ' of. the Wor- 


ſhipers. 

' (2.) Tbat they render the Worſhip 
it ſelf cowely and beautiful. | 
" (3-). Thar tbey are the preat-pre- 
ſervers of ordey in the celebration there- 
of. And therefore on theſe accounts 
they may be inſticuted, or appointed by 
ſome, and oblerved by all. But things 
are indeed quiteotherwiſe, God is 4 /pi- 
rit and wilt be worſhiped in [ſpirit and in 
trath, John 4.24. And no deyotion is 
acceptable unto him, but what proceed- 
eth from, and is an effe& of faith, for 
without faith it uw impoſſible to pleaſe God, 
Heb. 11.6. and faith in all things re- 
ſpeRts the commands and authority of 
God; for, ſaith he, in pain do they wor- 
ſhip me, Who teach for dofrives the 
commanaments. of men, Matth. 15.9. and 
he rejetcth all that honour which is 
given him by thoſe, whoſe. fear rowards 
him, or worſhip of him, is ra»ght by the 
precepts of men, Iſa. 29.13. Theſe things 
therefore bcing utterly deſtitute of divine 
Authority, they can no way- farther or 
promote the devotion of the Worſhipers. 
| _ What 
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What natural, or carnal'sficRiors may 
be excited by them, as men may inflame 
themſelves with Idols, 7/a. 57.5. or 
what outward, outſide. devorion they 
may dire& unto or excite, is uncertain z 
but that they are no means of ftirring up 
the grace of God in the hearts of Be- 
lievers, or of the increaſe or {trengthen- 
ing of their faith, which things alone 
God accepts in Goſpel Worſhip, ſeeing 
they sre not appointed by him tor any 
ſuch purpoſe, is moſt certain: for to fay 
that any thing will effeually ſtir up 
devotion, that is,excite,ſtrengthen or in. 
creaſe grace in the heart rowards God, 
that is not of his own 2ppointment; is 
on the one hand, to refle&t on his wif- 
dome and care tow2rds bis Church, asif 
he had been wanting towards it in things 
ſo neceſſary, which he declares apainit, 
Wa. 5.4. what, ſaith he, could have been 
done more to my Vineyard, that 1 have net 
done in 3t ? ſo on the other, it extolls 
the wiſdom of men 2bove what is meer 
to aſcribe wnto ir. Shall men find our 
that, which God would not, or could 
nor, in matters of ſo great importance 
- unto his glory, and the ſculs of them | 
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that obey bim?_ yea, and ir cannet be 
| bar, that attendance unto them, and 
their eff:Rs muſt needs divert the mind 
from thoſe proper. ſpiritual aRtings of. 
faith and grace, wbich is its duty to at- 
rend vnto, Andthis is evidently ſeen in 
them who indulging to themſeives in 
their obſervation in multiplyed in- 
ances, as in the Church of Kowve, bave 
changed the whole ſpiricual worſhip of 
the Church, into a Theatrical pompeovs 
ſhew of carnal deyotion, 

Secondly, The comelyneſs and beauty ' 
of Goſpel worſhip, doth nor in the leaſt 
depend upon them, nor their obſerya- 
tion. The Apoſtle doth in ſundry places 
expteſly compare the ſpiritual worſhip 
of the Goſple, with tbat of the Law, 
whilefſt the Church had a worldly Sanft n- 
#ryand carnal Ordinances, Heb. 9. 1. and 
alcbongh ir be moſt evidenr, rhat- the 
worfhip of the Old Teſtamenc, did for 
the glory. and ornaments of outward 
ceremonies, and the ſplendour of their 
obſervation, far exceed and «<xcell thac 
worſhip which God commands / now, 
8s ſuirable unro the fmplicity of the | 
Goſpel, yer doth the Apoſtle prefer _ 
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reſpe&t unto outward Rites and Cere< 
monies, wherein the chief admirers of 
them canno way wvye for glory wih the 
old worſhip of the Temple. So the 
Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 3.7,8, 9, 10, 11. if the 
miniſtration of death, written and engra- 
De, in ſtones, was glorious, ſo that the 
chilaren of Iſrael conld not ftedfaſtly be- 
hold th: face of Moles, for the glory of 
his countenance, which glory was to be 
done away, how ſhall not the miniſtration 
of the ſpirit be rather 'glorious , for if 
the miniſtration of condemnation be glory, 
much mere aoth the miniſtration of righ- 
teonſneſs exceed in glory + for even that 
which was made glorious had no plery, in 
this reſpet, by reaſon of the glory that 
exechicth , for if that which was done away 
# ploriow, much more that which ve- 
maineth 5, gloriow, He compareth the 
rwo miniſtrations, and the ſeveral wor- 
ſhips of the Law and Goſpel, preferring 
ths unſpeakably above the other , ſuffi 
ciently manifeſting, that the g/ory of it 
conſiſter> not in any pompeous obſer- 
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for glory, comelyneſs and beauty, un-. . 
ſpeakably above the other ; which ma- 
nifeſts that theſe. things can bave no 
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vance of outward Ceremonies. And 
elſewhere He declaretÞ, that indeed it 
doth conſiſt in its rejation co. God jn 
Chriſt, wich the tibercy and boldneſs of. 
_ the worſhipers to enter into the holy 
place, unto the Throne of Grace uncer 
the Miniſtry of cheir merciful and faith- 
ful High-Prieſt, being enabled chereunto 
by the ſpirit of adopcion, and ſuppl:ca- 
tions ; for therein, through Chriſt we 
baye an acceſs iu one ſpirit unto the Fa- 
ther, Eph. 2.18. as it 1s expreſſed, Heb. 
I0.19, 20, 2I. having therefore bolaneſs 
ro enter into the holyeſt by the blood of 
Zeſus, by a new and living way, which 
be bath conſecrated for ws, through the 
weil, that mw to ſay, bis fleſh, aud having 
au Hipgh-Pricſt over the honſe of God, let 
#8 draw near with a true heart, in. full 
aſſurance of faith, having our hearts 
ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, and car 
bodies waſhed with pure water, This is 
the plory of Goſzel worſhip, and the 
beanty of it , whole confideration whileſt 
the minds of men are diverted from, ro 
look for beauty in the outward prepa- 
ration of ceremonies, they loſe the pri- 
viledge parchaſed for Believers by the 
| 7; | blood-. 
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blood of Chriſt. Inſtead then of far. 
thering the beamy and comelineſs of Go» 
ſpel worſhip, they are apt to lead-men 
into a dangerous errour and miſtake, 
namely that the beauty and excellency 
of it confifts in ſuch thicgs, as upoa a cue 
conſideration will appear co be mean and 
carnal, and far beneath thoſe ceremonies 
and ordinances of the Old Teſtament 
which yet in compariſon of the Worſhip 
of the Goſpe), are called Worldly, carnal, 
beggarly, and are (3id to bave no glory. 
Thirdly, They do not inthe leaſt trend 
unto the preſervation of due order in the 
celebration of divine Worſhip. All crd# 
confiſts in the due obſervation of w/e. 
The rules of aRtons areeither natural, or 
of his ſpecial appointment. Both theſe 
take place in religious worſhip , the' 1n- 
ſtxutions or commands of Chriſt, con- 
taining the ſubſtance thereof, in their 
obſervation principally confiſts the -or- 
der of it. Whatever 1s of circumſtance 
in the. manner of its performance, not 
capable of eſpecial dererminition , as 
emerging or ariſing only occaſionally up- 


on the doing of that which is appointed, 


ac this,jor that time,in thir, or that place, 
and 
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- 1 auf fort Carerbi/mm, 
and the like, is lefr nnto the ruſe of -y9- 
xal' prudence, in whoſe obſervation their 
erder doth confiſt. But the ſuper-adairion 
of ceremonies, neceſlarily belonging nei- 
ther to the inſticutions of worſhip, nor 
unto thoſe circumſtances whoſe diſpoſal 
falls-nnder the rule of moral prudence, 
neither doih nor can add any/thing unto 
the dae order of Goſpel Worſhip. 50 
ebat they are altogether needleſs, and uſe- 
teſs in the Worſhip of God. Neither is 
this the whole of the inconvenience 
wherewith their obſervance is attended ; 
for although they are not in parcicular, 
and expreſly in the Scripture forbidden, 
for it was fimply impoſlible thar all in. 
ſtarces wherein the wit of man might 
exerciſe 1ts-. invention in ſuch things, 
ſhould be reckoned up and condemned, 
yet they fall diretly under thoſe ſevere 
prohibitions which God hath recorded to 
ſecure his worſhip from all ſuch addzts- 
es Unto it, of what ſort ſoever. Yea 
the main deſign of the ſecond precept is to 
forbid all making unto owr ſelves, any 
ſuch things in the worſhip of God, to 
add unto what he hath appointed, 
whereof an inſtance is given in that 
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of waking and worſhiping Images, -'the 
moſt. common way thar the ſons of men 
were then prone to'trangeſs by, againſt 
the inſticurions of: God. And this feaſe 
and underſtanding of. rhe commundment 
is ſecured by thoſe enfuing prohibitions 
againfithe: adding any thing at all nnrs 
the commands of Godin bis worſhip, 
Deur- 4. 2. Ye ſpall wot add ware "the 
word whith I command-you, neither fball 
ye diminiſh ought from it, that ye may 
heep the commandments of the Lord your 
God, Chap. 1g. 32. whut things {oever [ 
command you, obſerve to doit, thou ſhalt 
ot add t hereto, nor aimins/h from it, Chap: 
17.3:to the lame purpoſe were the places 
before mentioned, atth, 15.9. as alſo 
is that ſevere rule applyed by our Sa- 
viour unto the additions of the Pharsſees, 
Verſe 13. Every plant, Which my Heaven- 
ly Father hath not planted, ſhall be voor» 
ed wp. 
And there is yet farther evidence con. 
tributed unto this intention of the com» 
mand, from thoſe places where ſuch evils 


and corruptions, as were particularly for- 


bidden in the wor ſhip of God, are con- 
demned, not on the ſpecial account of 
cheir 
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their being ſo forbidden, but on. that 
more genera], of being introduced with- 
out any warrant from Gods Inſtitutions 
or commands, Jer. 7.31. they have built 
the high places of Topher, which is inthe 
valley of the Senof Ninnom to burn their | 
Sons and their Damphters in the fire, 
which I commanded not, neither came it 
into my heart, Chap. 19. 5. they have alſo 
built the highFl-c:3 of. Baal to burn their 
Sons with fire, for burnt-offerings unto 
Baal, which Icommanaed not, nor ſpake, 
neither came it into my grind. Theſe 
things were particularly torbidden ;. but 
yer God here condemns them as coming 
under the general evil of making adaitions 
unco his commands, coing that which he 
commanded nort,nor diditever enter into 
his-hearr. 

Fhe Papiſs lay indeed, that all adasti- 
ons corrzpting the worſhip of God are 
forbidden ; bur ſuch as farther, adorn, 
and preſerve i*, are nor ſo ;, which im- 
plyes a contrediton ; for whereas 
every adeition is principally a corrwption 
becauſe it is an addition, under which. 
notion itis forbidden, ( and that inthe 


worſhip of God wtich is forbidden is a- 
| _ corruption 
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which';s pleaded fv "them, that. it, ads 

diczons which che ke. 'deo ng" not 

unto. the. ſubſtance of the_wor of 
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as were all hoſe ch 20015 Wl b Why 
of the Law. wbich pry the Fam 
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the moſt, weighty. phiggs W! batt Y F. > 


'D - Qu: 15 Whence” Way ;t 4 ay. 'thas 
the right and due obſeryation » tn T.. 
ted -worſoip, is of Iredt "10 portanice,. unto 
the £lory of God. 9nd . of © high, Comrern- 
mnt xt Ry Sawls * rp | 4 
Anſw. This 1s fully taught n the 
Scriptures; as (1 ). God would nie-= 
vex.;accept .in ay ſtate of the Ci urth, 
nf 02 ffnce; tl "on mozal 
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For "ho moſt part, - the E14,050% 
worſhip of God, is negle&ed and diſpi- 
tad Tel che World. Some are attefly re- 
gardleſs of ic , ſuppoſing tba... if:chey 
atrend, afcer;theig, manner, | Mar 
ral obedience , that,. neither, G 2 rec 
themſelves are much conexragd.jn 3h 
maxcer , of: his worſhip. Ochers,thigk 
the, _Siſpeſa and ordering. of it. t0.-be 
ſo left, unto men, that agto. the wanney 
of .its, performance, they may ___ 
ic, 85 4 ſeems, right jo. ebeir;; own 'cy 
And. ſome follow them, therein; 3s cnpiſf« 
3ogly ,walking .. after, their ..command- 
ments... Mithout any. reſpeR gnto.che 
will ar auchority of Gods, Bur the whole 
Scripture. gives vs. utterly , anvuhes ag- 
count , of this  matter.. The: benomr. 
of God. in this. world; 3 the yl! of 
our” faith and obedier 
and; roney of tb 4, the exalte- 
£508. .Of.C Chriſt in, fav Troteiled- Jubjeci- 
he ſaving of our ſonls\n 

yes of. his appointment, are,there- 
in gy upon the dye.and right. obſeryance 
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Ire negligent about theſe things ; what 
Ever they pretend, have no real reſpe & 
unto any thing char is called { bs nay 
Firſt' -thetefore ,- in every ftate and 
condition of the Church, God bath gi- 
yen his Ordinances of worſhip » as the 
tonchflove and. rryal'of its' faith and o- 
bedience, ſo that they by whom they 
'sre nepleted, do openly refafe to 
core unto Gods tryal. In the ſtate of 
innoceny , , the-tryal of Adams obedi- 
ce according to the law of nature, 
'was-ih and by the inſtirution of the 
trees of life, and of the knowledge of 
and evil, Gen. 2. 16, 17. And the 
"God Commeehided the Man ſaying ; 
of ehiry rree 'of the yarden thow maiſt 
Srely tat, bat of the tree of the knowledge 
od and evit; thou ſhalt not eat of 58 
7 the day that rhos rateſt thereof thon, 
"foals" ſurely +: '* This was 'the, firſt 
[#aſtrexicion* of God',"and it was given 
"aiitd the Chir&ti , "m the ſtate of inno- 
-ceincy* and purity: 0 a in ok firſt Þa- 
Tents -neplect of: _ ding*t bereants}, 
did" they tranſgrels* the? whole" law of 
-their cteation',' as og in' their duty 
"ini Qhir which wer” Cn 2, for thes 
en yo ; ""8rgal 
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tryl in' the whole; Chap. 3. 1t. Haſs 
thos eaten of the tree whereof 1 command- I} 


And the Church in bis family afterrhe 
fall , -buile ppon the promiſe, was NL 
alſo in' the matter of inſtirured worſhip, 
Nor was there any diſcovery of the 
wickedneſs of Cain, or approbation'af 
the faith of Abel, until- they came rd 
be proved in their ſacrifices, 8 new rr 
of Gods inſtituted worſhip, the firft' 
the ſtare and condition of fin and the 
fall whereinto ir wasbrought. Gew. 4. 
3, 4, 5. In Proceſs of time, it cami te 
paſs Cain brought "of the frait of the 
round ,' an offering nnto "the Lord , and 
Abel he alſo brought of the firſtlings of 
his flock and of the fat thereof; and the 
Loyd had reſpet wnto Abel , and to ha 
offering, but unto (ain, and hu offeri 
be had not reſpef. The ground where-. 
of the Apoſtle declares, Heb. 11. 4: By 
faith Abel offered untq God a more ex- 
cellent ſacrifice than Cain , by which ht 
obtained witneſs that he was riIghtcous , 
God teftifying of bg gifts. In che ob- 
ſervation of char felt inſticution given 
ro the Church in the ſtate of the fall, 
oy F 3 did 
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did Abe] receive 8 teſtimony of his be: 
ing juſtified and accepted. with God, 
erwards when Abraham wes called, 
and peculiarly ſeparated co bare forth 
the name of Gad in the world, and 
to: become the ſpring of 'the . Church 
for future ages, be had tbe jnſticuction of 
fi nmnriſen given him for rhe tryal of 
1s obedience ; the Law and condition 
zereof was ,-.that be who obſerved it 
not ſhould be 'cfteemed an alien from 
the covenant, of God, and be_ cut off 
from . bis People.. Gen. 17. 9, 10, 1. 
God [aid anto Abraham , thew ſhalt keep 
wy covenant, then aud thy (eed_ after thee 
is their generations. Thu is my cove- 
mart which ye ſhell keep between me, and 
you, and thy ſeed after thee , every man... 
child among you ſhall be circumciſed, Verie 
the (14) and the wncireumeonſed man- 


ebila' whoſe fleſh of bus forechin i not 


Farcumeiſed ,, that ſoul ſhall be: cut off 
from bis people, he. hath brok;n my cove- 
#an.... And. in like manner. ſo ſoon as 
ever hip poſterity, were to be.. colleRed 


into a new Church ſlate and: order, 


God gave chem che. Ordinance of the 
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God. ever necepts marah Obedience 
our: tlie obſervatian of ſors A cured, 
warthip accom d in lus. wiſdome, 
unto. jts: variggs Nares, and, conditions... 
And not only fo, byt as we: \have ſcen,. 
he. hath made the obſervation of; them. 
according unto his mind , and appoint-, 
ment,, the means of the cryal of. Mens, | 
whole obedience, nd the. rule of the 
ACCENTance Of. rexcQiog .of then. An@ 
ſd i, continges - Ac, Fas day, a EYEr.,. 
Go the .cbopghes.ff Jang abou. WOLa 
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Befides, God RO \ that 
hy, Ordinance of, worthip, ſhall be as _ 
eltual, meeny, as1t0 jnltrudt vs. inthe 
my ſteries of bis will,agad-mind ſo of com; 
Opgicating his. love,, mercy, and, grace 
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5 as ulſo of tha t” e6mmanion or.” 
| > ano 7s by 'Majefty , w \ wich 
he harti'graciouſly *Pranted 'unto ts dy. 
Jeſus Chrift. * Arid tlisis it's ſufficiently * 
manifeſtel-in the 'Seriptures quoted in 
anſwer unto this queltion, ſo it'is' at 
large A in che writings of thoſe 
holy and-good men,” who have explain-. 
ed' the 'risture of goſptt- Ordinances , 
and therdfore in parcſtulde we need nor” 
bece infiſt* much 'in"rhe' farther proof 
of it.” Thus Abrabaw was inſtructed in 
the nature of the covthanr' of grace by 
cirenmciflon, Gen. 17. 10. which is often 
explained in the ofd - Teſtament, by 
apphFing it-in particular ro the grace 
of converſion, called che circumciſion of 
the beart, Dent , 10.' t6. "Chap, 30.'6. 
Jer. 4. 4. as alſo in},the new Tefta. 
ment, Colofs. 2. 11. And by the Paſſover, 
prhere- the people taught, not only the 
mercy of their preſenc deliverance, Exod, 
12, 23,24: bur alf6 to! lqok for the 
Lamb of Ged' who was to"take awayrhe 
. fin of the* world, fobs t: 29. the trac 
| Paſſover 'of the people of | God which 
. was facrificed for them, 1 ( or. 5. 7. 
how our inciſion we implanting; 1nto 
& 4 Chriſt , 


* 
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Chriſt is rep ferited wie ſignified by * 
onr Baprifm, ti "Apoſtle dettares, Rom. 3 
6.3, 4.5: ks vffo our cothmunion” wich © | ? 
him in ' his death, by the Supper of -Y 
the Lord, Aarth. 26. 27. I (or. In, 
25. and "all theſe graces "which they bk 
reach , they alſo' exbib;r , and are the —- | 2 
means of the communication of them : 
unto Beleivers.. Moreover the experi- 
ence of all-Belcivers, who' have conſcien- 
riouſly waited 'upon God in their due ob- 
ſervance , may be produced in the con- 
firmarion of it. The inſtruction , edi-' 
fication, confofation, Spiritual ſtrength, | 
courage , and reſolution , which they ' 
have received in and by them » bath” 
been witneſſed 'unto in their lives, and" 
ends; and they ro whom theſe hings' 
are not of the greateſt importance, do' 
but in vain pretend a regard unto God' 
> | io any thing whatever. 

Farthermore, God hath appointed our 
duty in the obſervation of his inftitured* 

worſhip, to' be the means of our glorify- 
ny him in theworld. Nor'can we 06-' 
therwiſe 'give glory to ' God, bar” as, 
we own- his authoricy oyer 'us, and' 
yield obedience to what he requires at” 
our 
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onr hands, 
incipally rien 1 nn; rhol £5, GB, 
pou cpally che eye and ob Tra rh 
Men. ame fo ties of obedience th F 
are, whi 7m Teen doth, 

| NOx. can FAN in _ Believers. Such 
are their faich ,. 1nward d; holineſs, pus. 
my of .hearr. , heavenly mindednels,, 
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Ge whoſe, performance. onghe £0 he 
\hid from: chem, as perſon: Prayer, 
land almes.; : March. .6..:2,.3, 4, 5, 6 
:Some there-are,,, which. "ape yery liable 
iro miſcon icuction arm . Men, as; 
Zeat in many. of the aHings. of ic. Burt. 
this conſcientious obſeryation of inſli-: 
tured worſhip , and there avowing: 
our ſabjeQign unto the authority; of. 
| in Chriſt, is thac which che World. 
may ſce, and rakenotice of, and thar,: 
which unleſs in cale . of. perſecution ,, 
apghe not. bo. be hid frem,.chem 3 2nd 
thar wed ci dey, can bave. no pretenc 
of {ca 
"appoinred. Joe by this, means and. way, 
we ſhall banoyr and, glorific him in. 7 
World, wl EE we neglet, we do,” 
Fridently call -off all Tegard unto; ; bis, 
_ con- 


at. And therefore, bath God | 
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concernments - it -this' World. Herein 
it is, 3hac we manifeft our ſelves: noc 
ro ;þe' aſhamed of the: Goſpel! of. 
Chriſt, of him and his- words, which 
be ſo. indiſpenſably. requireth at, our 
hands, Afark 8. 38: For, faitbibey 
whoſoewer ſhall be aſhamed of me and*of 
wy Words:in this adnulterens and ſin} alb 
genergiion,, of . bim alſo. ſball the fon of 
Man be' aſhamed when he cometh. in the 
glory of his Father,. with the holy Angels: 
Hereby ; doe we keep the command=: 
ments. of 'Chriſt , as:bgr freinds, Fobhw13. 
35. for. theſe pecubariy. are hi come. 
mards, and. if we ſuffer for them, ber 
we do moſt properly ſuffer as Chriſts<. 
ans , which is our. g/ory, that 1 Per. 4 
I4, 15, 16. If ye be reproached for the 
name of Chriſt , happy are ye; for the 
ſpirir of glory and of God refteth npew 
J0u, 08 their part he mu evil [poken of ;; 
but 08, your part be 's glorified, but" ler 
none of you ſuffer as & muracrer. , 0r' ai 
er thief 5 07 46 an evil deer, or as 'a hafs 
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fas Chriſt hath -promiſed his preſence 
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| - © hartation orgeprook. given uote. any'ofi 
EI the Pipe Chriſt after. wg ge 
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7; ady of- the! bodks -of the. New 
'Teſtamene, but as they: wexe-colleRed 
 -into, and::were members: of ſuch ' paxct- 
cular Churches. This will be evidenced 
in the :many- inſtances of -rboſe: duties 
that ſhalt afterwards be: ipfiſted oo, And 
the Lord Chriſt hath-not left: that as a 
-matret of liberty, choice . or conveni- 
_[©ncy,; which he hath made-the. founda- 
tion of ;the due - manner of-tbe. perfar- 
marice bf all. thoſe duties whereby. his 
Diſciples ;yield obedience'nero bis com- 
mands, 86 his-glory in the World. + 

Sixthly,;The principal writings of 1h 
4poltles areexpreſly directed: unto ſuch 
Churches, and-all of them) intentionally, 
-I Cor: 11-2 Cor. 1.1. Gal, 1. 2, '| Phyh. 
I. I." Calif. I, 2, ebap. 4+ 16. '1 Theſe:L;] 
2 The/. 1.1. Epheſ.; 1., compared: 
Als 20.19% 1 Pet. 522. Or unto partit 
cular perfogs, giving directions for their 
bebaviour -and. duty in ſuch Churches, 
I Tm," 3; (15- T5 -I4 5+ : $0..that; abe - 
great: care; of. the 'Apoſties:was - abhue 
theſe Charches, ss the principal. ioftituy 
tion. of Chriſt, and. that; whereon che 
_ due obſervance; of  all- bis; other ; com» 
mAnes; doth depend. ;; Of wha ,ngzure 
H.3 
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or Tort theſe Charches were, ſhall be af- 
.xerwards evinced; we bere only mani- 
Feft their inftirurion-by! the #uthoricy of 
- *>..Seventhly, Mach of the writings of 

the Apoſtles in rhofe Epiſtles direRed to 
thoſe Churches, conſiſts in - rules, pre- 
"cepts, inſtrations, and exbortations for 
the' guidance and preſeryation-of them 
in purity, and order, with their conti- 
- Quancein a condition of due obedience 
unto the Lord Chriſt. To -this end do 


they ſo fully and largely* acquaine' the . 


Rulers and Members of ehemwith their 
mutual dnty in that eſpecial relation 
wherein they ſtand ro each other, as alſo 
'of- all perſons in particulerin-what is re- 
- of them by vertne of their Mem- 

hip in any particular ſociety ; as may 
be ſeen ar larpe in ſfandry of Pa»/sEpilties. 
And to pive more ftrength-hercunto, 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the revelation _ 


that he made of his mind and will perſo- 
nally after bis aſcenſion into Heaven, in- 


ſiſted principally abonr the condition, . 


order and preſervation of particular 
Chnrchesz not taking notice of any 'of 
bis Diſciples nor belonging ro'ther, 'or 


joyned © 
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Joyked- -withd thin, e Ove 
reproves,; ,inſiructs; ' threaveds, . comt 
awands,: allzin ecderante.nhen walking 
before hinzia abe Contlitiqn wfipartics. 
lar: Chureh&s;,\-Rawu 12::28iidC( 3; Yr 
.Jarge. +*4171);CI 1 iſa ha3vaalcs 5c GJ. 
{ Beſides, As heihach nppolntee> them. 
to beithe feararid fabjetf of alt bis Ord. 
-nantes; having goanced che:righr of rheik 
-unto them calone;in'2;1mlys rginindtaff 
ing them. with the exerciſe of that ww. . 
tbority which” be:purs forety fn>rdhe:tule 
-off bis Diſciples :in/this: World; 4wbath 
alſo-appgintet che moſt tolipiaſtioncion. 
of his /apper to denereant-exprefealiat 
union: and! communida: whichidhe..mpm-. 
/bers of excboftheſs Churthes\hayenBy. 
this. Qrdicanceamoop; themieritd:g Cor, 
10:17. The cnfaf bhi fin which offi, 
-$" 5 not rhe tom nennitini of A064 blortof 
Chrift ? the: hroun which 2je $rtak Woe, 
"206: the commurine of vhs bed df Chviftt 
Jar we being Miny arr” ane2bbe of 
Sbily, if 6+ Wi ave wil: pave div s of it hiat ove 
bread. And alſo be gives vevun(© them 
the pifcs and graces of hit ſpirit;rowake 
every one 'of: them: mee© for; and afe- 
'ful>jn cthatplace which he holds /infurh 
Jo |  _H4 GCharches 
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| kan tho © Apoltt) dion * 
large, »:(Gav212% 5/16, '7, 19; 19120, 
' 321,122, $35 24; 125526. cyerfes,: Cataſ, 
A196: "Bpb<14- 16; Jo's manifeſt then 
that no Otdipance af. Zhrifis appointel 
to be obſerved by his Diſciples, no-comi- * 
muhication of the gifts of the: Holy- 
- GheR ini frowifed' to them; a0:eſpeciel 
 Gautyi is required of: hut: with: re- 
tpe&1 uoTs: theſe Chare g of: bis Ink- ; 
| Wntion.': } Io St 13 203 
' -s{zTrtbe Anſwer co-rhis:Queſiion, Fa 
"thirigs ar6'devfared ;rendidg:ts che Ex- 
- plication: of. che nature bn: pon 
Church lnrcbes.12) 03 J3894 8) 7; | 
2 (n.) The: ſubjet martkeoof., them;:oc 
zbe;perſovs Wwhereof:facha Church doth 
or. ought! to :conſiff- (22): The wear 
/ hereby: chiey wh krought.into 2;condi- 
pa pakle\ of. ſock-an.efiate, Or quaki- 
_— far.it. (3). The g nh inc of ahei 
"£Ulinp \(4»JThe — : means where- 
they...ate--c 1maced a: Chareh; 
which laſt .wijl be; ſpaken ana ious | 
next Quaſbos, 3v.4 24 offe b':/ 
{-For-+cher itt; All men are by natlty 
the children; of - wrath;: and do- belong 
ant the. World; Kon :is-xbe Lag 
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_ of Saran, and are under rhe/power-.of . 
darkneſs as the: Scripture everywhere © 
declares, Inthis ſtate, menare not ſub. . 
jaQs of che Kingdom of Chrift, nor meer 
ro: become _ members of his © Church. 2 
Out of this condition, rhey cannot de- NY 
liver themſelves. |: They have: neither A 
will nntoir, nor-\power for. it, bur they Bl 
arecdled. out: of :it:: this cabing is that : 
which effeRtually delivers: them trom the — 
Kingdom of Satan, and tranſlates: them __* -; 
into:the Kingdom of Chriſt.:.:. And this © 
work: or effect the Scripture on-feyeril - * 
accounts :variouily. expreſſerb.”'; Some- - EY 
times by Regeneration, ' or a.new birth, 
ſometimes by.:converfon or tarning.unto 
God: 3: ſometimes by wvivification, or 
quirkening from: the dezd,- ſometimes © 
by «Haywination. or opening of the eyes 
of the: blind ;' all which are. carryed on 
by. ſaxE&5fication in holineſs, and atrend- 
ed:.wich -Juſtification and adoption; 
And as theſe are all.diſtin@ in themſelves, 
having-ſeveral formal reaſons of-tbem, 
Tſo they all concur to. complear. that effe- 
Quall vocation or calling that is required 
to. .conſticate perſons members -of the 
Church. For befades thac this is Hpnified by 
| the 
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the typics|-holineſs of rch ofdlt} 
into:ehe room whereof rea!l holinefe-was 
r0 facceed>- under the- new. Teſtament; 
Exod. 19.6. P/al. 24:43, 4, 5; 6. 2 Pfab. 
15, 1,2. Ta. 35.:8,:92? 1/4. 54 13% 
Cheap. 60.21. 1 Per. 2, 9. our Lord: Je- 
jus Chrift-bath Jaid ir down as-an ever+ 
Jaſting rule, thar unleſs: = man be: a | 
"87411, he camnet enttr nto: the Kingdewd of | 
Gd. John 3. 3. requiring: regeneration 
as anandiſpenſablecondiridn inia'Nfent 
ber oft. his. Church; a: ſubjeft [of bis 
Kingdom. For: bis Temple,is: now2ts. 
de built of living Kones, 1 Per#228.. 
Men; ſpiritually and ſavingly{quickened _ 
from- their death in fracand by the Ho- 
ty- Ghoſt, whereof rheyi gre parcakers, 
made a-meet habitation: for God;|Fpb. 
2. 21,22. 1 Cor, $2 16.+:2-Cong.65.46. 
which receiving vital ſupplyes from Choſt 
its -head, - increaſeth in faith avd boi 
neſs, edifying it 'felf- in. fove, 'Epbeſ: 
15, 16, 'And as the Apoſtles tre: then 
writings, do aſcribeuntoalt-rbe:ChurE 
ches, and:che Members of them apurti- 
'Ciparion in this effeFual vocation, aMrm>» | 
inp that. they 'are' Saints, called,” ſanfts- 
fied; juftificd and sccepred: with .God:1n 
© F Chriſt, - 
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4. 15, Heb. 3. 1,faw. 1.1801 Bei a. ol 
2 Cor. 6. 17,18, 1X Cox. 6. x41." Soy many 
of the'daties thar are required of rhe, = 
in that relation and condicips,' arefuth; Y 
as natieican perform "'anto cthe''ploty of 4 
God, their own benefit; and the. cb ties: 
tion of ' others, (the ends of aft obedi- 
ence) unleſs they are partakers of:this 
effeQual * calling; ,i:''7 Cor." 10,55, 17, 
x Cor. 32/12, Ephbiſi4.' 16. Add: bere- 
uatothae 'theſe Charches and the mem- 
bers: of: them, are_not.only commanded 
£6 ſeparate themielyes as to their Wor- 
ſhip: of. God, from! the World, .that is 

- men 13n their worldly Rare and conditi- 
on, but are alſo:-required when-any 
amongſt them rraſgreſs againſt the rules 
and laws of this holy calling above des» 
ſcribed, to caſt them out of their ſociety 
and communion, x Cer. 5. 13. from all 
which it appears, who are rhe ſubje&t 
matter of.theſe Churches of Chirift 3: as 
alſo; fecondly, rhe means whereby: they 
come to: be ſo, nzmely the adminiſtra- 
tion of the ſpiric and word of Chriſt , 
and Thirdly, the general ends. of. tbeir 

J calling,” which ate all ſpoken to in this 

"JN anſwer. | Qu. 20, 
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pr cabed become. Chae of Chriſt ®: ., 
- Anſw: Thep aroconſtituted a Chucoh, 


and: fnterefted/:i#n- the -rigbts,: polier, | 
and--pzibiledgesof> a+ Goſpel-Church, 
"bp the! will, -pomaſe, :autbozrty/p and” 
labs: of> Jeſus Thzifi,: upon their: plots 
., volucrary: conſenv and) engagement:£a 
walk! eagetber: jt the due ſubjectionot ! 


their Douts and)Conſciences untohta 
authozitp,. as: they.) Ming; : Priefk.and 


- Prophet, and in an Holy obſervation of 

- ib bis commands; 02dinances;; das: 
pointtnents, Macch. 18: 20.-Chagy 28: 
B;:19. AQs 2.: Fro 42.4 Exod. 24434. 
Deiit.. $.\ 27. Plm.110.: 3. 1144-5. 
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2-Cor:8: 5. 334 
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f; That the Lord Chriſt hath conftiented:: 
furl a Church-ſtate as; rhat which: we: - 
enquire-about, bath-been proved alrea= 
dy: |::Unro- « Chutch fo conſtitnted;:he;/ 
bath alo by bis-word and pramiſe an-: 
' nexed- all thoſe priviledges arid powers, 
whe we find _ENGBGrS be entruſted: } 
om | ems 
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wichal,: ir{hi he abITy 

ing 4nd"unalterable?/Baw: of the Go- 
ſpet, which is'theCharrer of *bG? oo 
cual'\ ſociety and''Ineor poration,” Net 
cher” are, nor' can ws erſons'dy Irie. 
Treſtchl; itn the rights" '0f >a Churclv! any 
'Y otherwife-, bur by: virrue of this Law 
'Y acd2ooftitution,”? This: therefore is.firſt 
| toibe +taid down, that the * folt” moral 
HY foundation of 'char- Church-ſtate*which 
Y welenquire after; is laid inrhe Word, 
; Law; ard toppoittavens: of Chriſt; "He 
? 


focier h&is-cbeobglder>of this hoſe; 


or, ereR! a) Church ;.umd/ull accepra 


bur; ads -of pure” obedience -uiito 
Chriſt. 0911 019 2203Þt9i7 aig 25 
i Barthermore| We have: declared: this 


LY the iLont Gltiſt-byqbe diſpenforion of 
cM his word and fpiriz;\doth 'pregare and 
- MW fic.cemnir0bettubjects'of his: Kinpdom, 


Members, ob his Chiyoly þrhbe! work: of 


bon RELIES mein; "of cranfLicing/ 
chem 


alone, harhraurhotiry X06" ere&t' fuck. 


ofniewin che Wortd wppoine ſuch a ſtare}. 
aCings-iof-:men- bereip, are bo. ther 


ſending farch thawneans of the: conyers 
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. thens! from the; pawer- of darkneſs aro 
light, be bath. eaken' npon himſelf, and 
doth effectaally accompliſh it; it1-every 
generation.: And by:;this means be' bas{de 
his Charch, Matthc 15.20; For-unto all 

rſons ſo called; be-gives command that: 
they ſhall do and obſerve whatever he: 
hath appointe&thern co, do, Afar 28; 20, 
10 particular, :that;they - profeſs -their 
ſubjeRion to him, and their obedience, 
in Jjoyning thertſelves : in -thar- ſtare 
/ wherein they may be: enabled to obferye 
all-his orher laws and-inſtirutions,:with 
the whole worſhip of /God:i requizel 
therein. | Being converted-unto by 
bis Word and Spirit,: they: arevto confi 
der, how:- they may :now obey:the-Lord 
Chriſtin all things. . Amongſt: his com. 
mands, this of , Joyning thetnſelyes /in 
Church ſocictits wherein:be bath pro: 
miſed his preſence with them, Afar. 
18. 20; that is to! dwell- amongſt: them: 
by bis word and Jpirit, | J/@) 59021 lt 
che: very firſt. This by virme ofvclat 
command. and promiſe of -Hisotheyr art 
warranted-and eiable®Þ to' do z nor d0 
they need any? ether. warrang Thbeay- 
thoricy of: Chriſt is ſufficient! to:beard 
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this pl{0.is,nexeflary, (NY yd \ Proc 
herein ;accordingy .to ;the Toles, of hs 
appointment, afteravards ta decunfolded. 
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" Thardia? "God ade childred of 
:nto' a Chidrch-ftare of old; He 
propoſe Unto. rheci” —Hhe _ cobe- 


diente' Hur: he requ 
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people, "yet as to the fubſtince' and nav 
cure of it in a ſacred*conſehrt for the 
performance of all-thoſe duties towards 
God and one another Which ebe nature 
and edification of a Chirch''do require} 


4t belongs- to every Chiireh''ss ſuch) & 


yven-nader the' Goſple. 0551 1 201 

And this *s'the' way whereby 'Belei-. 
vers or” the Difciptes of Chriſt, do en- 
cer" into this -fiate; (the* formal - conſtts 
ruting: cauſe of any* Church. © This acs 
count ''doch- the Apoſtle: give of the 
Churches of the Macedon ans,. 2 Cor8; 
5. And' this they did; not. 'as we hoped 
but firſt pave their "own ſelves to- thi 


| Lord, ani tnto' ns by thi wil of God:bes 


fore the performance of other duties 4 
and in order thereunto; rhey firſt pave 
themfelyes to: the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, :or 
took upon themſelves the obſervance of 
his commands: and inftitutions, which 
's the intendment of that expreſſion; 
Among theſe commands one was thar 
they ſhould give up themſelves ro the 
Apoſtles doQrine, Rule and government ' 
in the order by Chriſt- preſcribed, that 
is in Church order. ' This therefore they 
did by the will of God, according —_ | 
BE” F---- Z-- 
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will, an&-appeintmpent, This, deſcrip. 
wen doth tbe Apopiile give of the way 
whereby the Behavers of Aſerrdona 
were brought-jaco. Chyrches. '. It was; 
by: their owni abedience unto the will 
of God, conſenting, agreeing, and tak- 
ing upon themſelves the obſeryation of 
a}l' the commands (and: . inſtitutions of 
Chriſt, according. rg. the diretion and 
gnidance of tbe-. Apoſtles. :So; did | the 
Believers at Ferwſalew, Atts 2, 41, 42»: 
Being converted -by:the word, and mak-. 
i8g profeſſion; of that converſion - in 
their Bapcilp, they. gave up..theraſelyes. 
$6: a. .(Kedjolt\ continuance inthe; obſer. 
vation : of. all other: Ordinances. of the. 
Goſpel. EP LEALL BS ; | [91 94! S2 
5 Bcfides the Church-is- an; houſe, a 
Lempile;' the bone of God; 1 Tun, 3.15- 
The: houſe of Chrilt, Heb. 3+ 6, The 
Temple, of: God; - Ephe. 24.21, 22+, Be- 
levers fingly. confidered -are. ftores, li- 
varig ftongs;, I: Peter 2. 5.) Now: how. 
hail chefs: ning; faves come to bean 
houſe, 3 Tehplc 7 cqn it. be, by -gecafis, 
Qi] , 0oceerrences; £11) cohebiration in- 
poktical predui$s7 uſage or cultome of 
allcmbing for ſome: parts. of. 'werſhip 
in 
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in any place? theſe: ebings will never 
frame them int9. & Honſe or Temple. 
This can be no otherwiſe done but by. 
their awh yoluntary conſent .and diſpo 
fition. . Epbe. .2.:19, 20, 21, 22. Tr ars 
fellow-Cirizens with the Saints, and of 
the bouſchold of God, and are built wpon. 
the foundation of the Apoſtles and Pro- 
phers, Jeſus Chrift himſelf bring the chief 
corner ſtone, in whow all the bmilding fitly 
framed toeether, graweth wnto "qn© boty 
Temple, in the Lord; in whom you alſo. 
are bnilded together for an habitation of 
God through the ſpirit. Chape 4.16. 
From whom the: whole bedy fitly joyned tos: 
gerber, and compaticd by that + whiob-eve- 
ry joynt ſupplyeth, according to the effelFu-; 
al working in tht meaſure of every part 
toaketh increaſe/of the body nnto the © 
difying of it ſelf un love.. From: theſe 
and ſundry other places, it is manifeſt, 
that the way and means of Belieyers 
coalition intro a Church-ſtate, is eheir 


own obedience of faith, aRing ir ſelf in 


a joynt voluntary conſent to walk tq=- 
gether in an holy obſeryarion of. the. 


commands of Chriſt, whence che being , 


and uniort of a particular Church is gi- 
Pie ven 
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$ 3 R x16 8 F-55: Y *"#- ſport Cat ; iſm © 6, 7 
__  - ven unto any convyeniefit humber of them 
by bis Law and conſtirution, _ 


; - Qu. 2 21. Sering the Church tu a (ard 
ety or. ſpiritual incorporation of perſons 
under rult, government or Diſcipline, de-' 
clare who or what are the rulers, gover» 
#0750 Officers therein mnder Feſus Chrift * 

An::-They have been | of two ſorts 
( 1.) rextraordinary appointed fo2a ſea- 
ſon-.only,and (2) ordinary to contt-* 
nue unto bthe end ay the Wozld. 


.-Qs; 22. Who- are hy: edtpaordinery 
Officers of Rulers or Miniſters of the 
Churoh. appointed to ſerve the Lord. teſ MS: 
Ghrift therein for a ſeaſowonly ? *-.*: * 

An.:( 1) The..apoſties of gut Lozd 
Jeſus. Cheift, with:( 2)-the Evange? 
liſts and Prophers tndowed with ertra- 
qedinary gifrs of the holp Ghoſt, aſ- 
ſoctated with them, and employed by 
them m their wozk and Prniſtry, ( x ) 
Maeb.10. 2, 3. Acts r.. 26. 1 Cor, 12:28. 
Ephe: 44:1; ( 2) Luke 10. 1, 2 Tir. 

, 4. 5. Titus. i, 5- AQSs 11. 27, 258. AC: 
27. 9, Io, I12 2, COr. I. I. 
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Explication. + 


That the Church is a Spirirsal cor- 
poration, attended with rule and govern-- 
ment; is evidenc--from the 5nurure of 
cbe+thing it ſelf arid reftimonits:'of Scrip= 
rure.:: Only. as the Kingdome'of: Chriſt 
is not of this World, or Worldly, fo 
this: rule and government of che Church 
is not -mearly external, and feculaf; but 
ſpiricaal, Neither doth chis-culear- all / 
belong unto it,. merely as- warerially' | 
conſidered, in men yielding obedjence- \3 
unto the call 'which is : che:foundstion | 
of the Church, nor-zbfo ay as it "is 
formally conſtituced | a Church by the 
conſent and agreement defcribed,” bue 
moreover it is required that itbe erge- 
»ically compleat with 'Officers or rulers; 
now.to. the conſtitution of iſach-a ſo- 

_ ciety or corporation. there is: required. 
- Firſt, thar>the perſons whereof it- is: 
conſtiraced dd: cofex; ' together into ie” 
for*:the attaining :of the--eads which 
they deſign. Without this. no ſociety” 
of any kind can exiſt, This is the form * 
of mens coalefcencie1nto ſocieryes, And: 

S1 [3 that 
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Ix8! -- \ "for Catichiſm, 
that there is in the Church ſuch a con- 
fent and agreement hath been ſhewed. 

Secondly, that there be Rales or Laws 
for-che guidardice-and direQtion of all che 
Members of:: the  ſociety:-mm order :t@- 
their purſuit of 'the proper. ends- of it. 
Thar: fuch:Rules or ' Lawes ;:are given. 
and preſcribed by the Lord- Chriſt uncs: 
the Cluirch, will sfcerwards appear in: 
# our conſideration of them» in! particalar; : 
| ſo that the Church is a-ſociery of men 
walking: according unto'i Rule or Law 
far”. the acraining of the ends of thie 
ſociety. + . 
_ Thitdly,rhat ther be Autbority i in- 
ſituced for.\ro \ſee ror the due Odbſerva- 
tioh of :cthieſe Rules and Lawes of the. 
ſociety; :which conſiſts : in this; (1): 
That: ſome be appointed to :Rale and 
Govern in the: Church, (.2' } Others, 
ro Ogeg and be Ruled. or Governed; 
boakagordinges the Laws of the acids, 
ty;and; not 'orberwiſe.) And both cheſe 
are emmently.foundis.his Church-ſate : 
as wezſhill fee in the gnfuing Queſtion? 
veith their: Anſwers nulBtplcen pas. 

* Now that theſe Offirers;: or Rulers , 
ſhould be 'of two "_ both the ne- 
cure 
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tare of .che:tbing.16 felf required; 3nd 
ſo bath: our: Lord JeſusChnilt' appoin& 
ed, For when 'the Gluech: | 
be called8gachered, undiereSecd; ic avas 
neceſſary! thur ' forme: PerſanicThoulitie 
ext/aordinarily;employeiliid; char. nord 
for: ardiniry! Officers,: vahtecdlent i une 
£9: the. ealinp, and .ercftion. : oh .ithE 


Charch,: theres cout .&&{none..: Ant 


therefore theſe peſons were in. an extra- 
ordinary manner; endbweld with all char 
power which afterwards was to. reſide 
in the Gburches thamſghesy: and more- 
over . with: ehiutg windy wes: Ke ERarey 
needfobwntg:the diſebargeband: peries7 
tance} of iobat'i{ſperialdibty; ard: wesk 
that! 4bey;:$rere - appoinged:qinie0 od But 
when-Gaorches were xallcd ;; gathered; 
ceded: i (erled; for Hontiniiance:y 
there wasznedd &f: Qtficer) lmited iQ 
their ith and: codditiong\alrd:19,ah 
exaipary bay. thatinin: owes aphenty 
ed ;fooccohrnnu8nce. pntgche; cog . af The 
Worlt! 5 nog. £o . Þ&- ped 689; b8 
ordinary + work of the dghureh;: rherkdyw 
the ducies;:of 5t, which were: conſis 
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. Queſt: 23: 44a are the \oxdinary Of- 
plan. or Miniſters of . Chriſt invbe Churcb 
ro. be: al wayes continued therein? : | 
«8 [Anfw.. Thoſt 'whdm- the; Scripture 
calls; Paſtours aud Teathers;: ON0E; 
Edders, and Giides, Acts144835.AQs: 
20; 17, 48> T'Qor.:32. 28, ſora. I; 
Phil. 1. 1. 21:'Tiw, 5. 1,2. (thap. 51 19; 
_ I, Y% 4 They. "5: Ty ,#7=0/ Per 5; IT, r” 

| oz #: ST 2 3 
PaY 248 "(apthuain LEST $42.9 0 
Þ- C2 We - ; CATE V HAS 

"2 Sevetal names, : are or Opdcent AC=: 
counts, 1 ante nee 16: 
partly heir: dat; and panrths-cbe' man- 
ger of cheiy difctiarge; thereof, uſligned 
inthe Scripcare' to, che ordinary Mini- 
. ſlerxof-the Churches,"; Sometimes they: 
are called Pray: abd :Zeabbers, Ephef- 
4. H.' 3 Coy-:32) 28, 'Somerimes: B5- 

ſoops or Over /ear9,” Phil 1:25 AR20.28 
Fitus;L- 5-- -Somerimes ZMey 4 wPer; 5-8 
i Tim. 5. 172 AR: 44 235A fyn0yny; 
Sometimes G=5des; Reb. 13.5947; By all 
which" names, atid ſandry orhers wobere- 
they: arecexpreſſed, the ſame fortz or« 
Ng depree'pt perſons'n>4mended. 
d Novie's aby one of pls gen 
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or arcommodared unto..4ny, but all the. 
reſt are allo.in like, mapner ;\ ſo that. he 
who is a Paſtor or a:Teacher,: is allo a 
Biſhop: 06. Overſeer, « Preſopter Or. Liner, 
2 Guide or Rnaler,; a: Miniſter, a leryvant- 
of, the:Church for the; Lords ſake. And 
of. all;other names aſſigned to the Mis. 
niſters of: the Church; bat of, Dink 
can. leaſt of. all -be -chougbrt ro baye fe, 
igned)any ſpecial. gxder or degree of 
preheminence | amongft - them... \For 
wheress it is but. for , times, Or in. 
four places uſed in the New Teſtameas 
as denftingany officers.of tbe Church, 1n, 
each. of chem ir is manifeſt, that rhoſgex> | 
preſet by che other pamegof Elders and. 
Misiſters..are. intended, j. So Bros 


the. B:{9ps arethe Elders of. the p rricus, 
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lar Clyrch of Epbeſws verſe the 17. Phat, 


1. L-\there were War) bs ps.in,thar its 
andre pes > hy ad anly Bee: 
cons.joyned with them,” thar-is, rhey... were 
the, Elders; of. it: Tir, 1:8. the. Bifape 
 werexbe.Edders to,bx ordained wer/cthe 52, 
which perſons are alſo direRtly intended, 
1 Tow. i352; 4s is evident from the £0in-. 
cidence iof the djreions given;þy. the, 
Apoſile-gbout thery, and he imibeare 
4314145 adzoyn:ng 
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atjo rning of- Deacons arito thewwwerſe 8. 


So thatno narme- could be fixed vn with 
jeſs/probability- to! afſere from" ir: a ipe- 
cia}opream order of degree” of: mentin 
Minftry, than"chis of Biſhops. Neither 
is there any mention in any place! of 
Scripryre, of any'#och prehemaliiente of 
one” fore of theſe* Charch- Officers” or: 
Miniſters over another ; not #v Patvicu.: 
tar m thoſe places where rhe Officers 6f: 
the Charch are in''an' eſpecial manner] 
enum:rated, as 'i Cori t 2. 28, Ephayycyr, 
Rom. LEED 6, 7,” 8. Not is*ther+ atiy- 
mention of any ſpeci#l-offce tt Mould: 
be peculiar nts ſich - Officers, -or of 
any Pifrs or 'quilifications chac- flroutd 
be>required in che; 'or of any Ipecial 
way 0 wie Wy partir their 
office; nor of any kind+of iChipel char 
rhey ſhould refare vine, different fron 
CY hens _ other Elders” of 
aftors do Mivlte® in +; nor df! 
ſpect rife or direAidn. for thera a, 


nor any commin@* for? dbediehts unto? 
- hem; Þyr what ' are coriti6n0t6 ul[liNſiV 
nifters bf the Churchey'of: Chrift-wuly 
difcharping their traſt, atdipevf 

their duty ; no intimationiis iyeniflets: 
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either. 
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with an Explication pox the ſame. 123 
either Elders or Miniſters r6 obey them , 
or direQions bow ro reſpe@t thein; nor 
nhto them! how 'to behave” themſelves 
rowards them;"bur all theſe tHings are 
ſpoken and delivered promiftuoilly and 
equally ' concerning all Miniſters of the 
Goſpel. Ir is Evident then\that theſe 
sppellations do nor belongunts one ſort 
of Miniſters;nor one moretbaganother ; 
26d for whar- is pleaded' by: Tone; "from 
the example'of Timorby and Tirw, it is 
ſaid, char when ny perſons can' prove 
themſelves t6''be Evan o—_—_ 1 Tiry, 
4.5;-to be called unto ch office upo n 
antecedent prophecy, 1 Tim. x; 18, a 
tobe ſent.by the Apoſttes, and in an 
eſpecial mannerto be direted by'them in 
ſome employment for a faiſon, which 
they are not, orflitarily: to'artend-unto, 
Tt 1. 5 Chip, 12. It wil begrants 
ed_thact chey 'bave anothet ?daty and 
office commicred: nnto thern;! than thoſe 
who are ory Biſhops or "Elders in wy 
— | £2 1 

:\Rueſt.24; What are the iveiohs aff 
rinces between theſe two ſorts of 'Offici#s 
ir Rulers in -thii Church, extriflinary 
firdinary i ? Aniw, 
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$ | "Goump « t-:);The fozmer were cat+ 
: ted.rs thejv" "office immediacely by Jeſus 
Chzilt in-þis .0tn_Perſan, 02: revelati+- 
on. made; by..the -Yoty-Gboſt in bis: 
Name, [19. that purpoſe. 5 'thÞ latter by 
the futfragg,,choice and appointment of 
the-Chyxcb. it. ſelf; - (2) The fozmer 
bath-in, their Dffice and, wozk; were 


zU oz any.Churches,-whoſe-calling and 
gathering” depended..aro theip office ag 
its conſeguent and-effecty the latter; 
in. both conſequent unte-the calling; 
gothering And confittuting ofthe Chur+ 
ches thewſsibes, ag at. effect theresf;,; 
W; theis:terdency unto; compleatneſs 
and. /perfection. - (3.)The- authozity. 
of the fo2zmer being communicated-un- 
18: them _immediatelyiby: Jeſus Cheift 
bhi; any - interhgnient - actings: of 
any Chuxchs- extendsd+ i -ſelf equally 
unto all;Churches whatever 2 that ofthe 
Wtter being: derived [Qittg them from 
E- Ehzift by the election and deſignation 
Fo. af rhe Church, is in the exerciſe of it, 


whereby: ir. is ſo -derjved-unto' them. 
6) hs differ alſo inthe. —_— 


independaut-!on, and..antecedent unto | 


- confined unts that Church tbereinand | 
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with an Explication | ch gt 


were ſuited -unts their ſeveral vitines' 
wozks and employments. ( 1) Matth. 
+9... Luke 16. F, Gal. 1.1. " ART. 26. 

As -6: 3/ Ads 14. re” (2) oh. 20. 

21;' 22, 23; Gal.” 1, r. : Epheſ, 2. 26. 
Rev. 21. 14. AQs 14. pt Titus x, $, 7 
(3) Matth. 28, 18, 19, 20. 2 Cor.11. 28. 
AR. 20. 28, r* Pet. 1.2, Colof. 4. 17. 
(4) 1 Cor. 12.28, 29, 30. The Anſwer 
bereunto 1s fuch as needs no further Exe 
plication, 


Queſt. _ What 74 required unto the 
dane conſtitution of an Elder; Paſtor or 
Teacher of the Church ? 

- Anſw. (1) That he be furniſhed 
with the gifts of the Poly Spirit fox 
the edification of the Church, and the 
Evangeltcal diſcharge of the wozk. of 
the Miniſtry, (2) Thad be be uwn- 
blameable. holy, dnd'etemplary fn his 
converſation. (4) Thar he have a wil-- 
ling mind to give yp þimfelf unto the 
Xozd in the vu ozk of the MWiniftry. 
(4) That he be called and choſen by 
the ſuffrage andconſent of the Church. 
(5) That he be ſolemnly ſet apart by 

faſting and pzoyer and fmpoſirfon: of 
\ hands 
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+ Catchy on, MY 
.Uoz; and Vinitry.” 
«DI; 42g 7:F8</ (2) Tirus: 
I; 1) Epbel, 2 Tie Þ A 3s <2 $, &,.7«< 
( 3-) I; Pero 5.2 3-1 (4)\AR8 14. 236; 
(5) Ads &s 3: 2. 15 Tim:: o$3 22+ 1 Te 
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> oC uv 88.1 221.0) 
) Explication, © 

| Five ings ace bere ſaid. to ph requi- 
red unto the due and folemn conftitation: 
of 8 Miniſter, Guide, Elder, Paſtor, or 
Teachex.of. the Church: KY: which as they 
do nor all equally belong unto the eſſence 
of the call, lo they are all indiſpentably 
necefſary unto him that would be ac- 
connted co. have taken that office upon 
him according to the mind of Chriſt, 
and they are plainly expreffed in the 
Scripture. 

The Firſt is, that they be furniſhed. 
with-che gifes of the Holy-Gboſt, for 
5 the GR of the Miniſtry. ': The 
3 communication of the gifts of the He-. 
» ly- Gboſt, is che avs) _- of the Mi- 
2 ' Hiſtry, as the Apoſtle declares, Epheſ. 

4: 7, $, 11, 12,13. But unto every; one 
of #s us given grace according 10 the Ta 
" fare, 
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ſure of. the" gift. of (Ghriſt,. whereferabe  - 
ſaith, when 5 aſcended up —_ \ he 
(td: captivity captive, a#d' fave fiſts, ants 
Men... ond be gave fame Apefpies, gud 
ſome | Prophets, and ſome Evangelifit, and 
[ome Paſtors aud Teachers, for the For- | 
feeling of the ſaints, for the "work of: ale 
HMiniſtry, for the eaifying. of the body. of bo. 
Chriſt, til we all come in the unity of + A 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Som - 
of God; #nto _« perfef#. man. Andit.rhis 
were: nat continued, .if the Lord Chrik 
did not continue to. give gifes. Unep. men, 
for ibat.eod, tbe. minitiry muſt and 2 
would ceaſe in the Church ; and all | 
Church order and adminiſtrations there- 
on. The exerciſe alſo. of the gifts, is 
requiredin all them char are called unto 
ſacref office, i Tim.'4. 14. Negle& por. 
the g:ft that 5 in thee” Hence perſons 
deiliute of. theſe gifts of the ſpirit,; as: 
they cannar-in a due magnet diſcharge 
any.oneguey of che Miniſtry, ſo waning, 
an: intereſt in that. which is the :founds-, . 
ctionof.the Office, -are. not eſteemed of,” | - 
God as Miniſters at'all, whatever theije. | © * 
outyzard. call may be,. Hoſea 4. 6... Fe*; | 
cane than haſt ryeded knowledge, will » 
bi "ab- | 
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Secondly, Their unblameableneſs> and. 
holineſs of converſation is previouſly - 
required in them'that are to beſet apare 
unto "che Miniſtry, + This the Apoſtle 


alſe vejeft thee; thit' thew Palr br ne Prief 


expreſly declares,' and layes down many 


particular inftances whereby. it*is ro be 
eryed; Tit. 1.7, $, 9. For a Bifbop 11nſt 
be blameleſs, as the ſteward of God, not 
felf:*willed, ' not ſoon angry, not givew to 
Wine, no ſtriker, not given 0 filthy lucre, 
biit « lover of hoſpitality, a lover of good 
mew, ſober, juſt, holy, temperate; holding 
faſt the faithful word as he bath bein 
taught, that be may be able by ſonnd defrine 
both to exhort and convince the gainſayers, 
1'Tim.3, 2,3, 4,596,7. 4 Biſhop muſt 


be blamileſs, the bntband of one Wife, | 


| vigilant, ſober, of 'go0a bebawionr; given 


to hoſpitality, apt to teach, not given to 
wine, xo ſtriker, not greedy of filthy lutre,- 
but patiqnt, not a brawler, 'nor' covetow, 
one that rnleth well' bus own bonſe, having 
bis Children in ſubjition with all gra-. 
vity ; for if a max know not howto vale 
bu own houſe, how ſhall he take tare of 
the Church of God ? not 4 Novice; left 
= | being 
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proceb;) and rhe fu pin rey entre ek 
ehaf- the particulars | hete--mentioied 


by be Apoitte: are only-r& be Conliders 
ed in" rhe cdfiverfation 66> the perfor 
£6 be +ealfed\ 16> re Miniftry hug havin 
an \ anjrertd holy converſation: oy 
rhirt "henrequires: chac®'he: ſhon 
eminent” if among: pron as thoſe 
which bave .an''eſpeciat-*refpero- 
work"end'6Mce.” *And'a' faiturein any 
of them,” 
debar any for from obreiving s pare 
and {or-irixtbis' marcer.'* For /wherens 
che-eſpecial-efid of rhe Wfniſtty,, is 20 
promote any farther faith and holineſs 
in'the{Church, 'by- the edificarion'6f-ic, 
how. unreaſonable a thing 'would- it" be, 
if men ſhould be adniitced! unto © -the 


work of i& who'in- their -own-Perſons 


were ſtrangers both- unto faith and ho» 


:lineſs. | Arid herein are” the” Eldets' of 
- rhe Church&s Tetiouſly ro-exerciſe Ras | 


ſelves-urito* God, that they- may be-ai 
———_ a in* a6 ante 
| khouring 
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perſon \havg & willing. ng £9;give. 
himſe}{uato-God Po -work,! LI 
5+ 25: 310.7 be Byders which, are) among you; 
d exbayhn.. feed. the flanks of: God which w, 

60g) Soaking $hgi over ſight: thextof, 
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"Hiſt, x6 0915 ate ic dy- can: 
wich compriſech.every+ anteges! 
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:gengt 
perſonedulgi qualifiedradd 
confiderasihi.of diffieuitces; th | 
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{Secandiy, - an eve and; T 
Slubjilwnt: '0r-pnafit-in: the World:;\is 
prepaſed 135 DppolatT unto:the: reapliheſs 
of mwnd, orfiich/is requiredvin . thei chae - > 
are: ealle&co: chis: work. 5; An. aiminthis _ 

emplayimenc -for.:med by it to! 'adyens I 


| rape. theivſelyes:in- tþe. onward: eh | 
of thisaworld,; withoss: which, ic:is;ovs | 
-Þ dent {ther crbe/ whole wivth gd: Of | 


. woulb lye neglecedby the moſtof. them 
who.now would be-accounted parctakers 
of ir;-48: nv oh 4 4x the : 


Fonrchly, Eli;ovby the loffrage acl = 
conſent: of the Church-is required; note i 
the. calling ;of-a'\Paſtor; or:Teatber; fo * ' © 4 
that, wichout cit forinally,, or vircgally 3M 
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| ce community © ch; 
andbinboch of them :the-Appiiles irhem+ 
_ ſelves preſided with a fulneſs 'of Church 
power, and- yer/ would not deprive: the 
_ Churches /of charwhich was their liberty 
and; priviledge. >The firſt of theſe us 
&x che 6. where all che Apoſtles :t0+ 
; to give. role unto-the. fucore 
proceeding of 'afl Charches inthe cons 
Aicutwoat Office aa | thein,”- do 
appointthe walcs / Diſciples 08 
| erty cFeke Gharch, to [look on; 
fro. among themſelves, 'or: to! choole 
 theiperſoivxbarwere -co'be fer apart 
chercon unto. their office, whichthey did 
accordingly , Verſes 2,3, and 5. "TI 
_ the: rwitwe caftd! the inutiiends of: the 
Di/ciples wuto' thee, and [aid it: __ 
reaſ4% that ' we ſhould | leavetbe thapd: of 
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Wk pk we Es, of. that gu- 
thoricy which in tbe.rule " the:Church 
isconunitted nts. them. - ( 1:):3Tim. 
FP  -3. IO, 11,713. Chap. 4. 12. 2 Tim.:2, 
EY 3. Coloff.” 1. 24. Phil. 2. 17. Chap. 3.- 
J * Shay 6.2. Heb. 13+ _ :ARe- _ 
=. bE'y IM. 2.,-15-.2 Tim. 4.25 , 
iN 608: 3 1946. 20; Ats,)20.28; - 
oopubf 57:14 br, 4&4. * 2,574 Tim; 33158 
by. 47 4335316-{ 7) Ar 0.18, 
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"th & farther ooh "x6 this 
, y confider, 


"ebeſLof.. God: "the Farber bath | 
e&" ir pnto im, and iveruſted | 
it: for the itconpliſhment of 
of: mediation , - Marth; 28.18. 


7 zbority' y way: 'reuſt, 
"2  boldibreiſed by them in his name, "6 
x to) s by him app6inced, 
= To Fo needfil for the ordering” wel 
poſing of all things in by' 

k = . antothe bleiſed ends for which - 
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marb6an. bave any; power-in, h 
for; any! end; COD but b 
8 fram him, . What js, nor.r received from 
bim;; is, meer uſurpgtion.... And,, whoe-: 
yer-iakes ypon - bimfelf, the exerciſe, of 
any.Ryle, or Authority, or powgr inthe 
Churdb,;ings granted uno. them by him, 
or. noe righely. derived, frm bim, is 5, $0 
oppreſſor,. a-tbief,;:aod, a Robber,, this 
neceſſarily: follows, ppon, the ..ablolute 
inveſticore- of all power in him alone, 
I Cor. 42+ .284 \Bphe, 4. LL, ,124,1 
_ 'Thirdly;; rhe means whereby theLoed 
Chriſt- communicates -this -power, unto. 
men, is by bis:Law,and , cooflitution , 
whereby. he . bath granted, ordained, 
and appointed, that ſuch and ſuch pow- 
ers ſhall be.exerciſed:in his Church, ;and 
thatby fuch and ſuch perſons, to bg derj< 
ved.-unto them in'fuch a way and man»; 
ner; ſo that the word of the Goſpe),; or 
the Laws and conſtitutions of the. Lord 
Chriſt therein, are.the firſt recipient ſeat 
and ſabjet morally of all Church -pow- 
er_ whatever. Matth. 16. 19;. Maths 
18, 18, 19, 20. 
| Fourchly , the way and means where- 
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iS by any perſons come 'to a pattitipeti- 
|  _- 6n of this power repgularly, according 
to" the mind of Chriſt, is by the-obe- 
dience unto; and'due obſervation of bis 
laws "and commants,' in - them'' ufits 
whom' they are preſcribed. As when ani 
Office, wich che. power of it, is :conſti- 
tated and hmited by che law of theKand, 
there is no 'tore required td tnveſt 
any man in that office, or to give him 
that power, than the due obſervance 
of the means and way preſcribed in 
the law to that-end. The way -then ; 
. whereby the Elders of the Church 'do 
come ro participate of the power and 
authority which Chriſt hath 'appointed 
to: be 'exercifed in' his Church, is by 
their, and rhe Churches due obfervance 
of-the Rules and Laws given by: him 
for their election, and ſecting apart 
unto that office. Heb. 4. 3. As 14.24. 
Fifthly, en cbis account they receive 
their power fron Chriſt himſelf alone, 
and that immediately ; for che' means 
afed for their participation of . ir, are 
not recipies: of the power ' it felf 'for- 
maly, nor do authoritatively collate. or I & 
cenferr ir, only the laws of Chriſtare | 
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ekteared (tt A! agay oof." dbtizg0) :280 
ear hixtity® are ithotks ond > fee 
{pie 2646 lee! by BE1C#krtb, yer 
they are Ne lor bywokily-Ebofh, 
Alt1 26, 28; Fheogh they!hirve2deir 
powee- :by 2b Char! yer:chey'taveir 
nt .frow che: Obarch:; Locbnet) hin 
Power 4 RefeuP they” are wade: :parras 
kers («s Wis fd) formally Refer in 
the'body' ve Oburth;:defore their 
Participation! of is; but #41 40 Chriſt 
tnefelr Hohe;; 'and morally In his word 
_ or-law.. An thence-is the 4une "and 
ptidance' of 'itheChurth committed unto 
She by Chriſt; Heb. 13. 7, uw 1 Per. 

” 2. 1 Tim; g. 5. 

'Sixtbly, this d&thority and power thus 
received from Chriſt, is that-which they 
exerc-and pur” forch in al} their mi- 
niſterial 'adminiſtrations, in all which 
they do '#s miniſters in+ the bonſe of 
God, either in his worſhip, or” in the 
rule of the- Church ic ſelf. They exer- 
ciſe that 8nthoricy of Chriſt, which he 
bath in -his Jaw appointed co be exer- 
cifed in his Church, and from that avs 
thority is due order given unto the ad- 
mrtirafon” of all_ the ordinances -of 

| & 1 worſhip ; , 
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worſhip 5 and an. obligatiptunto:obedry 
ence 20 ads; 29f .rule., doth. ithence alſo 
enſue ;-{4that they; which;deſpiſe them, 
Aeſpiſe, the. anchority gb chaſte -:  /2d3 
:. Sevenbly, when as Riders: they \ ule. 
or. detlgre':any thing in che ;name; of 
the Chnech;,..;bey' do int; as ſuck, pur 
forth any; auchoricy committed gorothers 
from/and by.the Church, by: only-de- 
clare theiconſexe and -qetermination; of 
the Church.in the exerciſe of their own 
| liberty and priviledge.;; buy.the aythort 
ry which chey a& by,j and, which, zbey 
put forth, is; that. which ,is.commirted. 
ro themſelves as ſuch. by: Teſgs Chriſt. ii; 
 Eighthly, this authority.js;compriſed 
in the Law;,and conftictution of Chriſt 
which themſelyes exert only. winiſterially; 
and therefore when. eyer they aRt any 
thing authorszarively, which they are not 
enabled : for, or warranted in by--the 
word. of the Goſpel, or..do.-any thing 
without, or contrary'unto' rule, all fach 
aftings' as to any ſpiritual effect of the | 
Goſpel, or: obligation on the iconſcien+ 
ces, of Men,are iJpſo fatto nujl, and are ng 
way . ratified, in - Heaven ,:, where,;al 
their, orderly aRings arr madn. vals. 
For _ chat 
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without. ic -wppld be contrary . 0. rule 
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needs be from the nature of the ching 
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conſent, whileſt its obedience, is, aq 
cary and gf; chpices,; | 
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Wozld,.: aud: uſefultfeſs-imto others; 
(5) Wiſely to 02der things by choir 
direction, ſo as that they may be 
amongſt ther: wubbur ifear. (6) To 
abide with, and ſtand by them, in their 
ſifferings 402 the Gofpet; ard ſevitifce 
of Chzift:avong them-?(r)) 1 Thel.:g; 
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Queſts 30. be thergi any differences 
31: 1hp" Office,: or: Offices, of the Gazdes; 
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:Anfw.i The Office of them that are 
Teioter;as one: andivhs-ſame among 
thenvall3"but where-rÞþtre-are ane in 
Eh Rar ey od v0 een 
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affignev.amtro: fuch efpectar — 
the diſcharge of hon ons office power3” as 
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3:The:Ofice of chem char are eginftruc 
the Church in the*name: andauthagity of 
Chriſt; is'ohe and} che ſame;as bath been 

{hewed: before; .iAnd, there. 'zre many 

vames . that are .equally accommodated 

-pnto all thatjarec partakers>oÞiti; as þ- 

d&rs, Biſhops,. i Guides % They are .all 
alike Elders, alike Biſhops, alike {znidrs; 
have the one office in common amoygſt 
them; aid (every: bne.-the .wholk;infire 
naked emlelf2: Bur'there are Humes alfa 

gireripnte-them, whereby:\they are. dil. 
ringuiſhr, not as to Office, bug as. 
theic wark 14d employment in.he dif- 

of:tdagcioffice;: Sſuck are: Rigfors 
abdiFiacho g:Epbekwgct 1 Whicbnare 
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thoſe: ;pifts,” abilirieF{and, qualificuigns 
whichareneceſſary/for-rthe work'of the! 
Miniſtry, yet as vo-the . degrees: of irheir 
participation, of, theis Pitts, ſorhevaayt | 
more excell in one, others in another;! 
y'Cox. 12. 4, 5 6:" \Thete' lars" diverfitees 
of. oft x; but the | [awe :ſpirit,, and 'third ave 
differences of :adminiftrarions, but the fume 
Lord: and there' art diwevſities of \bpapue 
tions, bat it gi the ifamei God which works 
ebb midi: Forte! one! if or ! 
ſine werden ihe 
of, knoxgfeage Jam. ſpiuit2 
and choſe x. cha Deſtowedr1wpbry 
themato be:;exericiſebiand kid ove, Hor 
the profit! and: benefit» ofÞvhe Church: g - 
Uerſer then! Them anifeft ation aft the - 
Hpirie alyeurw to eviry:medri to pro fitvitlp. 
als. And therefore every. 006 15s/irrgt? 
eſpecial manner colartwhd:untovbrhe wt 
erciſe andinſe i of; that gift: whertiy'he 
dath:excel}!oor. which cends:c@o1d:[roirhe 
edifhroation:oeftbedChnechip every man 
being: 1925 ſter acdqxding. 45: he: backs 
rectived; a Feria. orobnn: bus oben 
>|Serotyly;-Ic Iygwin the-nnuve ofthe 
whieh/in;prtoal-tiy be- deans 
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Y ple 
ledg29fiGod 4 Chritt,:and> rhe mmvſte-? 
reef xbe-Gofpe), eliatic might growio! 
gage pWoldom, :ſavieglighc, anbgnaw-3 
lege: #O NI "IS 1 4.34 Y» ,Ffi3e)> ii 119329 31071 
: JAG y 3: T he:: iRbodropion .vf .iv\fot 
wal kranſweable: anrodightrectizeain) 
kaknof and, untyerith obedichcesrr Now 
theughh cbeſr\fevera].endn of the Minis. 
Meanen be Jiraddy or. ſeparatidd,yer: 
yeuan be diſtinguiſhed, aribfecturye 
eds. dilina lyyethhedotheawene) Knowr; 
ledge nridighe. may bt frfpang dejoo: 
pallipntewed:ÞÞþ xxrozieay 0do thbdurs 
en ;.1 ithe lon &>};>batneld ow be 
G6rfy:dcligriedio asi fpredging frimyJGe 
ing. Rgbaor. keowledge \ Henzs) chiere= 
_ fang<artahecEideesniabaCinac m_ 
eipailyzto attend, unto) chat: atk an 
thas xhd ef:mhedeimiiry;-which bjyprbe 
Ho:y+rGhokt clicy wits mot 2loited: anos 
Atdctherefordabe Giaurcndo| 
wmagers of ithe:(HbhiGlmſtoimodms 
wnaicatng bis bite in) variecg3. a3bd 
pleaferh, and attendong.cheill optoeadits 
ron wught zMmeagfOrboſe 
pliom-theydobooſe rick Odfictoofi Bbw 
>Miidters withalkdofagrinbein dw 
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Parcicular unto that efpecial work: which 
rs arc elpceially: fired . and iprepared 
for :and thys, vpda icheirs heir prtrge' 
and)4ecviapart} chey/nrevaccordinglyae: 
atten naw; = He 2bar ceachethn opt Ceaghs: 
ing, be that \exhorrerh -0n- exchortation's 
Rom. 12-7; $: Their: Office: thery 5/the 
ſame; bur cheir;:tgxcbing; work; and em 
t: or thc 'grounds' thedtioned:) 
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digndr the Charob.\ Who ſe of ne\and dat 

av fiſts #n> rnleand> gothrnman bl? | Fd 
:0 Anh. Etdors , t10t;} Called -+dco4earh 
axdinarity;, -D--adminiſtor: the\ Dackas 
ments. butts (Aiſkamd belp in eheruld 
and:gdvernment+-/of:the.- CAO$2 1:av9 
meat iehed inthe! Sceipturyi «(Rong 
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2 This: Officeoob bla Elderoitd:the 
Chaech,'i mayttCoppoileth bly come; wal 
i: (iptoia]: lyculiem hobo fighareid 
fors.ſ\&#'td dc? For Kinſki hey objet 
Ll them; chactehey arcoſap Bialny3 


when 
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xF6 75610 
when-'thoſe- with: whom! chey; have ''£Oi 
do: denyithar —_— che :Qhnrok 
iors-(<e Gygy andabgyi: ther cals 
chomb rhey-atow rhe» bſtrivqionsdflic, 
into. Officers; and ithe » voulsremdes df i 3hhe: 
Brethren yer they: enbiaran chic che: 
whole Obiurchis ©4r:Clirgy, bis tor, :aodl 
portien, 14Per- 72gicldugaiey che. Senn 
them co: be(E/devs; ang threw rote 
ly of the members of rhei(Cburch,:btib 
—_ ſet apart unto their Office ac- 
| —_— -Or. the. dppoiptitentJof 
Choi «/nd |vif\ by: Zayity; he ipdaple 
iti6R\fomebeOtkcers::ofcberChiitrel 
are) tothe yarn yo, ohevyery. rerof 
_ 'nblay Elated implyesiaSzomragidiion; bas 
' dkfrpaiogi otic; witoſting and 16 .2a54} 30! 
Char Offierr.1': Bieſidrs;aber&iges do; 
IS woo the!)Clhgr dv byi 1faehy 
-whomrthey eftdem Pay-meyv, a1 nw 
 holy-Orders ; ro whom the principal 
part of its rulegat: le#ſitl the execution 
of it is commirted, which renders-their 
, objeQ@ion:1cv7 this ortoof- QharehiOf- 
Gcerg>unteaforiableqq Others alſ$>bat© 
Sivenſadvenzage) by mating! thi”/Iibca 
Sided, yoll Viexbsal, wil ther ahagFare: 
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bled cbe:niceffily >db vheke: Chnrcdhes (for, 
&- natgbaving zPerfons; meet; for 2ithis 
work afiid:xutyþ whoare-wiling:td ub+ 
derake 'iniconlinntly during aber livds; 
withone' ſuch a -conrribution, for/icheir 
mzatenanece 85;tbey;.are:nor able: r0afy 
fardy. yet thewiſeſtof 'thetnido:ackriews 
ledge an irregularityin what'they do;and 
wiſh it:remedied..\ Batthys. binders :n: 
but char. ſuch Ghneeb4Officers/ate.wrdee 
dtfigned in'theSeripture,, and. of; whom 
frequent meotion-cis made-im-the ancient 
wixers, and Toatkeps alſo, yet remain 
in-moſt Chncches of - their - 1nſticnrion, "1 
though wofnuily corrupred. i:For: beſides; — 
thac forme: light: @n this matref{may be. I 
takerk. from: the: Church of: che Fews; 
wherein the E/zers. of the: People, were 
jayned. in 'Rule:-with the, Priefts,, both-in 
the Swnkbedrim, and all lefler Aſſemblies ; 
there is in ;the :Goſpel expreſs. wention 
ef: perſons that were, aſſigned peculiarly 
for,Rule and Governmenr in the Charch, 
as-L-Cor.-12:28.zAnd it 1s in vain pre& 
tended.thar thoſe words, , helps, gowernry 
»ent:,- do: denote; gifts only,.feeing..thes 
ApoliJe expreſly -ehunierates: the perſons, 
1n-Pice; or. Officers, which, the-Lorid 
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Ehbribceben:uſabit the fohndacion, arid 
Rule 'of'rbe-Churches as 2rheniiptariteck 
He chat rwlawh pablo is! diſtirigaifte fromti 
him'cbar &arburbs, and thiovrbar eld 
#4, 'Rom.'r2; $.iand (is preſcribed) d;1;4 
F123 av. his prineipal;qualificarion>iw ws 
difebirge- ofcbis ary! ind che words 
of the Apoſtle to This: purpoſe, are 
preſs 277 Tim.2g. 17.7 Le rhe Elders hut 
»aie weal,be comme worthy of (double bi- 
now, ' eſpeivally. thoſr "who" labiny 'ire the 
word ar! dofbr5nc.'+ Forthe words ex- 
preily affign.cwo ſorts of Elders, where. 
of-ſome;'only-attend wtiroirule ,, others 
moreover labour in: rhe word” and do- 
Qrine:” Neitber doth chatrword, as ſotne 
would hive it,! labour 3 the: Word; iri- 
tead/ any.oihbes-labour: bur what is 5in- 
cuntibent. om all: che! Paſtors and Teachers 
of cheir»Church as theie conſtane'dity ;; 
fee 'Row.-G.\ 15. Afr -20' 35. 1 The. 
5/12.-Now can we* luppoſe that the 
Apoſtle-wontd afirm-them robe 'wor- 
thy of 'double honogr,' wiv Tomparing 
with othoes;he. notes/25 rew;ſs and 'wey- 
lipentin>their work. For ir ſeems that 
others: were more" diligent in” the. dif- 
- charge'of char- dury, which -was no-leſs 
—_ theirs, 
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thei, i6 a8ly:;one fore of Elders babere 
intended;:].:;The-Serigeprejs-not wmenhtd 
cammena bach perions ag; woriby;; of: dow: 
blei\lazowrs} bps: ratber ro:propoke aþ 
as :rheerifdr] double-ſhame: god. pa 
ment;''fe9:::48. 10. | LCor. 9. 16: nl 
they-are unmiodfol.ofi cheir) awa, ine 
reſt whe: would: bave- B:/bops thetu at 
rend co dbe: rnle ofthe Church; 40+be 
diſtin Qiy- intended ;by the ; E/ders ithet 
rule well ; ſeeing the Apoſtle expreily 
prefexterh before and above them, thoſe 
that -grtend conſtantly to the Word-and 
Do@rioe. - And befides whar. 4 :thus 
expreſly.\ſpoken concerning.the appoint» 
ment- of-:this Torc..of Elders'-1n -#be 
Church, their »/efaine/s inthe neceility 
of their . work, and employment, :is' ext 
| dent, For whereas & conſtant care: in 
| the Charch, that the converfaticn -of aff 
thE members of it -be. ſuch as decometh 
che Goſpe), that. the- name'of our Lord 
| Jeſus: Chriſt be not evil ſpoken of, .is 
| of pgrear: eoncernment , and importance; 
and the Paſtors and. Teachers, being--tq 
give up. themſelves continually. uae 
prayer, and;the miniſtry of the word, Catie 
not ettend-unto tbe conſtant. andi.daily 
| | overlighec 
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_ 6veiſiphr hereof the vfefulneſs of cheſe: 
Elders; whoſe: proper und peculidowork 
164 tO have! repard wnro” theholy: walk. 
ef the Church, mnuſtcneeds he manifeſt? 
nates all. '- Burwhetens in moſt Churches, 
there is lictte or. no repard unto Fhe'per- 
font bbline(s of the members .of them, ir: 
ho wonder chat noi accounm ſhbuldbe: 
had*bf them who ate ordained by ithe- 
Eordi Chriſt to look'after''it: anG pro» 
more it. [ ; i. L ec 19% Bat 
-'\The” qualifications: of 'theſe Elders, 
with>the way of. their: call and-ſercing 
apaft*anto- rbeir Office, being che fame 
with 'thoſe 'of '' the Teaching Elders be- 
fore inſiſted-on, need not be here again 
xepeared. -' Their authority alſo'in the 
whole rule of rhe Church, is every way 
theTame with chat of the other ſort of 
Elders, and they are ro 'aQ ir the exe- 
cution -of ir- with equal. reſpe& and: re- 
gard' from the Church, Yea the buſi- 
neſs of '>»)e, being peculiarly commirred 
utird them, and they required co atrend 
thereiinto with - d;l5gevce © in' an eſpecial 
manner, the work chereof. is principally 
theirs,” as that of {abpwring 'wn-rhe word. 
and -deftrint dothefpecially belong _— 
FH > | cac 
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the Paſtors and Teachers of the Chur- 
ches. And this inſtitution is abuſed, 
when either unmeet perſons are called , 
eo this Office, or thoſe: that are: called, 
do not attend unto their duty with dili 
Fence, or do a only in it by the gui- 
dance of the Teaching Officers, without 

a ſence of their own: authority, or due 
reipeRt.fram the Regt THe 


| Queſt, 32> & hows no other ar avnary. 
Office in the Church, but only that of Et- 
ders © 

Anſw. Peg of Deacons alſo« 


Quneſt. 33. What are the Deacons of 4 
the Charch ? - 4 

Anſw. Approved men choſen by the- bk 
Church to take care foz the neceſſities 
of tbe pc2 belonging thereunto, and - 
other outward occaſions of the whole - 
Church, by the collectiony- keeping, 
and diftributien of. the. Alms,” and 
other ſupplpes of the Church, let 
apart and commended tv the grace- 
of God therein, by Pzayer. As 6.3, 
5,6. Plil. 1.1, /1 Tim-5.8, 9, 10, 11, 
33, 13. 
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The Office of the Deacon, the nature, 
end, and uſe of it, the qualification of 
the perſons to be admitted unto it; the 
way and manner of their EleQion and 
ſetting apart; areall of them plainly ex» 
preſſed in the Scripture, As 6. x, 2, 3. 
There aroſe a murmuring of the Grecians 
againſt the Hebrews, becauſe the Wia- 
dows were negletted in the daily miniftra- 
$50» ; then the twelve called the multitude 
of the Diſciples unto them, and ſaid, it ts 
xot reaſon that we ſhould leave the word of 
God, and. ſerve T ables ; wherefore Bre- 
thren, lock ye ont ameng you ſeven men of 
haneſ# report , full: of the Holy-Ghoſt, 
and. wiſdom, whow we may appoint over 
thy buſineſs ;_ ana" the. ſaying pleaſed the 
'. whole multitude, and: thiy choſe Ste- 

phen, &c. wen they ſet before the Apo» 
files, and when thty bad prayes, they laid 
their hands on them. 1 Tin. 3.8, 9, 10, 
Ii,12,13. Likewiſe maſt the Deacons be 
grave, not double torgned, not given 10 
much Wine, not given to filthy lucre, 
holding the myſtery of the faith in a pure 
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with an Explicatien apon the ſame.. 163 
Conſcience ; and let theſe «lſo- frſt -be 
proved, then tit them wſe the Office of a 
Deacon, being found blameleſs; the; Huſ- 
bands of one Wife, ruling their Chilazen, 
and their own houſe well ;, for they that 
baye uſed the Office. of a Deacon, well, 
purchaſe to themſelves a good drgree, and. 
great boldneſs in;the, faith which 55 5 
Chriſt Feſm. Theſe chings are thus 
plaia and expreſs in the Scr-pture. But 
whereas many have. grown weary of the 
obſecyarion of the inſticgtions of the 
Goſpe', this Office hath far a long time 
been loſt amongſt che molt of Chriſtians; 
By ſome the name js retained, but ap- 
plyed to another work, duty, andem- 
ployment than this co which it is pecu- 
liarly appropria:ed in the Scrip:ure, 
Their proper and. original work of 
taking care for the poor, they ſay, is 
provided for by others ;, and therefore 
that office being needleſs, another, unto 
another. purpoſe, under the ſame. name, 
is erefted. Such are Deacons that may , 
read Strvice, Preach and Baptiſe, when 
they have licenſe thereunto, But this 
choice, .to rej & an Office of the ap- 
pointment of Chriſt, under pretence of 
| M 2 provifi: & 
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proviſion made for the daties of it ano- 
ther way, and the erecting of one not 
' appointed by him, ſeerss not equall. 
Bue whereas it is our duty in all things 
to have regard to the authority of 
Chriſt and his appointments in the Go- 
ſpel, if we claim the priviledge of being 
called after his rame, ſome think that if 
what he hath appointed may be colonrably 
performed another way without reſpe&t 
unto his inſtitutions, thar is far the beſt. 
\ But omitting the praQice of other Men, 
the things that concern this Office in 
the Church, are as was ſaid, clear in the 
Scripture. 

Firſt, The perſons called unto it are to 
| be of howeft report, furniſhed with the gifts 
of the Holy-Ghoft, eſpecially with w/- 
dem, As 6. 3. And thoſe other endow- 
ments uſefull in the diſcharge of their 


': doty mentioned, 1 7m. 3. 8. 


Secondly, The way whereby they 
come to be made partakers of this 
Office, 15 by the choice or e/efion of the 
- Church, A&s 6, 2, 3, 5. whereuport 
they are ſolemnly to be ſect apart by 
prayer. | 
Thirdly, Their work or duty conſiſts 
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in 2 daily miniſtration unto the neceſſi- 
ries of the poor Saints, or Members of 
the Church, Yer/. I, 2. | 

Fourchly, To this end thar they may 
be enabled fo ro do, it is ordained, 
that every firſ# day the Members of the 
Charch do contribute according as God 
enables chem of their (ubſtance, for the 
ſupply of the wants of the poor, 1 Coy. 
16.2. Andalſo occaſionally, as neceſſity 
ſhall require, or God move their hearts 
by his grace. 

Fifchly, Hereunto is to be added 
whatever by the providence of God 
may be conferred upon the Church for 
its outward adyantape, with reference * 
anto the end mentioned, Aﬀs 4. 
34, 35- 

Sixcbly, Theſe ſapplyes of che Church 
being committed to the careand charge _ 
of the Deacons, they are from thence ' 
ro miniſter with dz/igexce and wilder 
unto the neceſfities of the poor , that. 
ſo the needy may be ſupplyed , that - 
there may be none that lack , rhe 7:c/ 
may contribute of their riches accord-- 
ingto the mind of Chriſt, and in obe- 
dience unto his command, that they 

| M3 which 
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which miniſter well in this office, may 
purchaſe co therhſelves a- good depree, 
and boldneſs in the faith, and that in 
all, the name of our Lord' Jeſns Chriſt 
may be glorified with praife and thank(- 
Siving. | J | | 
It belongs therefore unto Perſons 
called” unto this Oftice, : 
Firft, To acquaint themſelves with the 
outward condition of thoſe that appear 
| to be poor and needy in the Church, 
whether by the addrefles of ſnch poor 
ones, who are bound to make known 
their wants, occafioris, and neceſſities 
unto them, or by the information of 
others, or their own obſervation. 
Secondly, to acquaint the Elders and 
the Church as occafion requireth with 
the neceſlities of the poor under their 
care, that choſe who are able may be. 
. Nirred ap by the Elders, to a free ſupply 
and contribution. WET - 
Thirdly , : To diſpoſe whar they are 
entruſted with fai:bfaly, cheerfully, ten- 
derly, with parrsality or preferring one 
before another, for any outward reſpet 
whatever. te lk 
Fonrthly, To keep and. give an'' ac- 
ET Dos 3305 02.009 count” 


count nnto the Church when called for, 
of what they have received, and how 
they have diſpoſed of it, that ſo they 
may be known to have well diſcharged 
their Office, that is with care, wiſdom, 
and renderneſs, whereby they procure to 
themſelves a good degree with boldneſs 
in the faith, and the Church is encou- 
raped to encruſt them farther with this 
ſacrifice of their almes, which is ſo ac- 
ceptable unto God. 


Queſt. 24+ herein confifts the general. 
duty of the, whole Church, and every min-. 
ber thereof in their proper ſt ation ana'con- 
Aition ? ; 5 

Anſw. In perfozming, doing, and 
keping inviolate all the commands. and. 
inſtitutions of Jeſus Cheift, walking 
unblameably and fruitfully in the. 
Wozld, bolding fozth the Wozd: of 
truth, and glozifying the Lozd.Cheiſt in. 
and by tbe pzoieſſion of bis name, and 
keping his teſtimony unto the ends, 
Matth, 28. 20. Acts 2. 42. Phil 2, 15, 16; 
Chap. 4.8,9. 1Theſ. 3.8. 1 Per. 4.49, 
11,12, 13, 14. 1 Tim. 3.15. Heb.19.23: . 
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Explication 


Beſides the general duties of Chriſti- 
anity incumbenr on all Believers, or Dil. 
ciples of Chriſt as ſuch, there are ſun- 
dry eſpecial duties required of them as 
gathered into Church tocieties, upon the 
account of an eſpecial truſt committed 
unto them in that ſtate and condition; 
For, . 
_ Firſt, the Church being appointed as 
the ſeat and ſubject of all che infticuti- 
ons of Chriſt, and ordinances of Goſpel 
worſhip, it 1s its duty, that is, of the 
whole bady and every member in his 
proper place, to uſe all care, watchful- 
neſs and diligence, that all the com- 
mands of Chriſt be kept inviolace, and 
all bis inſticutions obſerved, according. 
ro his mind and will. Thus thoſe ad- 
fed to the Church, eAfs 2. 42. Toge- 
ther with the whole Church, continued 
- Fedfaftly ( which argues care, circum- 
Jpetion and diligence ) in the eApoſtler 
devtyine and fellowſhip and breaking of bread 
and prayers; Which principal - duties 
are enumerated, to expreſs their reſpe&t 
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2owards all, This is their fanding faſt 51 
the Lord, which was a marter of ſuch 
joy to the Apoſtle when he found it in 
the Theſſalonians, 1 Ephe. 3. 8. For 
now we live if ye ſtand faſt in the Lord, 
That order and ſtedfaſtneſs wiich he 
rejoyced over in the Coloſſians, Chap.2. 
5. For though 1 am abſent in the fleſh, 
yet am I with y'1u in the ſpirit, joying 
and beholding your order and the fteafaſt. 
neſs of your faithin Chrift. And where 
this ducy is deſpiſed, men contenting 
themſelves with what 15 done by others, 
there is a great nepleRt of that fazth- 
fulneſs in obedience which the Charch 
owes unto Jeſus Chriſt, 

Secondly, the Glory of the Lord Chriſt, 
and the doqrine of the Go'pe] co be 
manifeſted in, and by the power of an 
holy exemp:ary converſation, is com- 
mirced unto 'the Church and all the 
members of it, This is one end where- 
fore the Lord Chriſt calls them out ofrhe 
World, ſeparates them to be a pecnliar 
people unto himſel*, brings them forth 
unto a viſible profeſſion, and puts his 
name upon them, namely thar in their 


walking, and converſation, he may ſhew 
forth 
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forth the holineſs of his doctrine, and 
power of his ſpirit, grace, and example 
to effc& in them all holineſs, godly- 
neſs, righteouſneſs and honeſty in the 
World. Hence are they earneſily ex- 
horred unto theſe things. Phil, 4, 8. 
G. Brethren whatſoever thivgs are true, 
' whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever 
things ave juſt, whatſorver things are 
pare, whatſoever things are lovely, What- 
ſoever things are of good repert, if there 
be any vertue, if their be any praiſe , 
think on theſe things; and thac to this 
end, that the doctrine of the Goſpel 
may bz adorned and Chriſt glorified in 
all rhirgs; Tr. 2. 10. And thoſe who 
fail herein are ſaid ro be En:mics of the 
croſs of Chriſt, Phi\. 3. 18; As hin- 
dring the progreſs of the doctrine there- 
of, by repreſenting i: - undeſirable in 
their converſatior. This alfo therefore, 


even the dutie of univerſal holineſs, 


with an eſpecial regard 2nto the ho- 
nour of Chriſt, and the Go'pel which 
they are called and deſipned co teſtifie 
and expreſs in the World, is incum- 
bent on the Church, and every mem» 
der of it, namely as the Apoſile ſpeaks, 

| that 
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that they be Hameleſs, and barmleſs , 
the ſons of God, withons rebukes in the 
widſt of a crooked and perverſe generation, 
among whom they are to ſhine as lights 
21 the World, Phil. 2. 15. 

Thirdly,. the care oft declaring and 
manifeſting the truth is allo committed 
unto them. Chriſt hath made the Church 
to be the pillar ard ground of trath. 1 
Tim. 3. 15. where the crath of the 
Goſpel is ſo firmly ſeated, founded, fis- 
ed, eſtabliſhed, and then /ifced ap in 
the wayes of Chriſts appoiatment co be 
ſeen, diſcerned, and known by others, 
And as this is done principelly in the 
preaching of the Goſpel by the Elders 
of the Church, and in their contend- 
ing for the truth once delivered unto 
the ſaints, Jude 3- SO it is alſo the 
duty of rhe whole Church, t hd 
forth the word of life, Phill. 2, 16: 
by miniſtring of the gift chat every mas 
bach received, I. Peter, 4. 10. In the 
way of Chriſts appointment. In theſe, 
and the like inflances, doth our Lord, 
Jeſus require of his Chorch that chey 
expreſs in the World their ſubjeRion 
unto him, and his authority ; and char 

| "they 
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they sbide therein unto the end, againſt 
. 8! oppoſition whatever. 

The ſinful negle& of Churches in the 
diſcharge of their duty herein, was one 
great means of that Apoſtacy from the 
rale of the Goſpel. which they generally 
of old fell into. When the members 
of them began ro think that they bad 
no advantage by their ſtare. and con- 
dition , bur only the ontward partici- 
pation of ſome Ordinance of worſhip, - 
and no duty incumbent on them, bur 
only to attend and follow the morions 
and actings of their Guides, the whole 
ſocieties quickly. became corrupt, and 
ft to be diſpoſed of according to the 
carnal jnrereſt of thoſe chat had by 
their neglect and fin, gotten dominion 
over them. And at all times, as the 
people were negligent in their duty, the 
Leaders of them were apt to uſurp un- 
due authority, When the one ſore will 
not do thac which they onght, the 
other are ready to take upon them what 
they ought no”. Ir is a circumſpet 
performance of duty on all hands alone, 
chat will keep all ſorts of perſons in 
che Church within thoſe bounds, and 

| limits, 
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limits, and up to thoſe rights, and pri- 
viledges, which Chriſt bath allotted and 
cranted unto them. And herein alone 
doth the order, honour, and beauty of 
the Church 'conſfiſt. Church members 
therefore are to ſearch and enquire after 
the particular duties, which @ /ach , 
are incumbent on them , as alſo to con- 
fider what inflaence their ſpecial ſtate 
and condition as they are Church mem- 
bers, ought eo bave into all the duties 
of their obedience as they are Chriſti- 
ans. For this priviledge 1s granted un- 
ro them for their edfication, that is 
their fartherance in their whole courſe of 
walking before God. And if this be 
negleQed, if they content themſcives 
with a »awe #0 /ive in this or that Church, 
to partake of the Ordinances that are 
ſtated and ſolemnly adminiſtred , only 
that which would have been to their 
adyantage, may prove to be a ſnare 
and temptation unto them. Whar theſe 
eſpecta] duties are in the particular inſtan- 
ces of them, is of too large a conſide- 
ration here to be infiſted on. Beſides 
it is the great dutie of the Guides of 
the Churcb, to be inculcating of them 
into 


{ 
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inco the minds of thoſe committed wy 
rheic charge. For the Churches due 
performance of irs dutie, is their ho. 


nour, Crown, and reward. 


- Qy. 35. Whence 'S you WE proer, 
which 1 a part of moral and natural. 


wor ſhip, among the inftitations of Chriſt 


in by Charch e 


An. Dn many accountszas ( x ) be- 


cauſe the Lozd Chziſt harb command- 
ed bis Church to attend unto the woz- 
Hip of God therein. .C2) bicauſe 
be beſtotves -on the Winiſters of the 


Church, gifs and ability of pzayer foz 
the benefit and edification thereof.. 
(3 ) be hath appointed. that all his, 

other o2dinances ſhould be adminiſtred 
with pzayer, whereby it becomes a 
part of them, 6 4 ) becauſe himſelf mi-. 
niſters in the holp place, as the great 
High pricſt of his Church to pzeſent.. 


their p:ayers unto God at the throne 
ofgrace. (5 ) becauſe in all the pray- 


ers of th2 Church, there Is an eſpe- 


cial regard had unto. bimſelf, and 


the whole wszkof his mediation, (1), 


Luke I8, 1. Chap. 21, 36. Rom. 12.5. 
1 Tim. 2: 
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E Tim: 2 ;, 4: C2) Baan 4 5, 14; 
13. Rom, 8. 15, 16. Gal. 4.6. (3) 
Ads 2.42.1 Tim. 4.5. (4 ) Revs 3, 
4. Heb. 4. 14, 15, 16. Chap. 6. 20. 
Chap. 10. 20, 21, 22. (5) Jobn 14. 
13» Chap. 15. 16, 22, 26, Ephe. 3 
14, I5. 


Qu. 36. May not the Church in the 
ſolemn warſhip of God, and celebration 
of the ' Ordinances of the Goſpel , make 
ſe of, and content it ſelf in the uſe of 
forms of prayer in an unknown tongu? 
compoſed by others and preſcribed mnnto 
them. | 

An, Soto do would be ( x) con- 
trary to one principal end Of pzayer 
it ſelf, which is that Believers may 
therein apply themſelves to the thzone 
of grace fo2 ſpiritual ſupplies accozd- 
ing to the. pzeſent conditton, wants, 
and exigenctes of their ſouls. (2 ) 
to the man erd that rhe Lozd Jeſug 
Chziſt aimed at in ſupplying” men 
with gifts foz the diſcharge of the wozk. 
'. | of the mimifiry, tending to render the 
| | the pzomiſe of ſending the holy Ghoſt, 
which ts the - immediate cauſe of the 

. Churches 
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Thuzcbes pzeſervation and continus- 
ance, needleſs, and uſeleſs. Moze- 
over ( 3) It will render the diſcharge 


of the duty of Miniſters unto ſeberal 


pzecepts and exhoztations of the Go- 
ſpel, foz the uſe, ſtirring up and exer- 
ciſe of their gifts tmpoſſible, and ( , ) 
thereby hinder the edification of the 
Church, the areat end of all @2zdinan- 
ces and inftirutions. (1) Rom.8. 26. 
Phil. 4. 6. Heb. 4. 16. 1 Pet, 4.7. (2) 
Epheſ. 4. 8, 12,13. (3) I Tim. 4.14. 
2 Tim, 1.6, 7. Colof, 4. I7. Matth. 25. 
14, 15, 16, (4) I Cor, 12. 7. | 


Qieſt. 37. 1s the conſtant work of 
Preaching the Goſpel by the Elders of the 
Chnarch, neceſſ, ary f 

Anſw. Jt is ſo, both on the part of 
the Elders oz Miniſters themſelbes, of 


whom that duty tis ſtrictly required, , 


and who p:incipally cherein labour and 
watch foz the good of the flock 5 and 
on the part of the Church, foz the far- 
therance of their faith, and obedience, 
by inſtruction, repzoof, erhoztation, 
and conſolatton. Macth, 24.45, 46; 475 
48, 49, 50, JI. Rom. I2.7, S. I Cor, 97 

| 17, 18: 
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17, 18. Epheſ. 4. 12, 13. 1 Tim. 4 
I5,16. Chap. 5. 17. 2 Tim. 2. 24, 25. 


'Chap. 3. 14, 15, 16, 17. Chapter 


&- 2. 


Queſt. 38. Who are the proper [abjets 
of Baptiſm ? 

Anſw. Profeſling Beltebers, if not 
1Baptiſed in their infancy, and their 
Jnfant ſ&d, Matth. 28. 19. Acts 2. 
38, 39. Acts 16.33. 1 Cor.1.16. 1 Cor. 
7. I4. Colof. 2.12, 13, With Geneſis, 
17. 10, Ii, 12 


Queſt. 39. Where, and to whow, # tbe 
Ordinance of the Lords Supper to be ad- 
miniſtred ? 

Aniw. Jtt the Church, o2 Aſſembly 
of the congregation, to all the Pem- 
bers of rt, rightly pzepared, and duly 
afſembled, oz to ſuch of them as are ſo 
aſſembled. 1x Cor. 11. 2c, 21, 22, 28, 
29, 33. Ads. 2. 46. 


Queſt. 40. How often & that Ordinance 
to be adminiftred ? 

Aniw. Every Firſt day of the week, 
0 at leaſt as ofren as oppoztuntity, and 

N conveniency 
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conbeniency may be obtatned. x Cor. 
11.26. As 20. 7. 


Queſt. 41. What # the Diſcipline of the 
Church £ 

Anſw. Jt confifts in the due exer- 
eiſe of that authority and power which 
the Load Chziſt in and by bis Wozd 
bath granted unto the Church, foe its 
continuance, increaſe, and pzeſerbatf- 
on, in purity, ozder. and holineſs. ac- 
cozding to bis appointment, Macth. 
I6. 19. Rom. 12,8. 2 Cor. 10. 4, 5, 6. 
REV» Ze 2, 20- ; 


Explication. 


Sundry things are to be conſidered 
abour this diſcipline of the Church , as 
Firſt, The foundation of it, which is 
a grant of power and authority made 
unto it by Jeſus Chriſt, as Mediator, 
Head, Kinp, and Law-pgiver . of his 
Church, For all diſcipline being an ac 
of power, and rhis being exerciſed in 
and abour things internal ,and ſpiritual, 
no men can of themſelves, or by granc 
of any others, have any right or autho- 
| rity 
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rity to, or 'in the exerciſe: chereo;, 
Whoever hath any intereſt herein; or 
righe hereurico, ic mvſt be granted un:o 
him from above, by Jeſus Chriſt, and 
that as Mediator and head of his Church. 
For as all Church power, is in an eſpe- 
cial manner by the authority and grane 
of the Fathge veſted.in him alone, Zfarth. 
28. 18. Epheſ. 1.20,21, 22, 23. So the 
nature of it which is [piritual, the 0b- 
je&of it which are the Conſciences and 
Goſpel priviledges of Believers, with the 
ends of it, namely the glory of God in 
Chriſt, with the ſpiritual and eternal 
cood of the fonls of men, do all manifeſt 
thatie can have no other right nor foun- 
dation. This in thefirit place is to be fixed, 
that no authority can be exerciſed in 
rhe Church, but what is derived from 
Jeſus Chriſt, as was ſpoken before. 
Secondly, The means whereby the 
Lord Chriſt doth communicate this pow- 


er and authority unto his Church, is bis. 


word or his law and conſticution cone 
cerninsit in the Goſpel; ſo char it is 
exactly limited and bounded . thereby. 
And no power or authority can be ex- 
erciled in the Charch, bur what is 
| N 3 granted 
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granted and conveyed unto it by the 
word ; ſeeing that Chriſt communicates 
no power or authority any other wayes. 
What ever of that nature is beſide it, or 
beyond it, is meer uſurpation, and »/ 
in its exerciſe, Herein is the commiſſion 
of the Guides and Rules of the Church 
expreſſed, which they are nat to exceed 
in any thing. Herein are Bounds and 
limits fixed to the «Aings of the whole 
Church, and of every parc and member 
of ir. | ; 
Thirdly, This power or authority, 
thus granted, and conveyed by Jeſus 
Chriſt, is to be exerciſed as to the mane 
ner of the adminiſtration of diſcipline, 
. with tk: and diligence, Rom. 12. 6. 
I Cor, 12. and the $skill required here- 
unto, is a gifr, or an ability of mind 
beſtowed by che Holy-Ghoſt upon men 
ro put 1n execution the Laws of Chriſt, 
for the government of the Church, in 
the way and order by him appointed; 
or a /piritual wiſdom whereby men know 
how to behave themſelves in the houſe 
of God. in their ſeveral places,for its due 
edification in faith and love, 1 Tim. 3.15, 
And this ability of mind tp make a due 
application 
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application of the Laws of the Goſpel 
unto perſons, times, and actions with 
their circumſtances, is ſuch a gift of the 
Holy-Ghoft, as whereof there are ſeve- 
ral degrees anſwering to the diſtin du- 
ties that are incumbent on the Rx/ers of 
the Church on the one hand, and Afem- 
bers on the other. And where this skill 
and wiſdome is wanting, there it is im- 
poſsible that che D;/c5pline of the Church, 
ſhould be preſerved or- carryed on. 
Hereunto alſo diligence and watchful- 
neſs are to be added, without which abi- 
lity and power will never obtain their 
proper end in a due manner, Rom, 12, 

©, [6 8. | 
Fourtchly, The exd of this 4:[cipline 1s 
continuance, increaſe, and preſervation 
of the Church, according to the rule of 
its firſt inſtitution, 1 Cor. 5. 7. This 
power, hath Chriſt given his Church 
for its conſervation, withoue which it 
muſt neceſſarily decay, and come to no- 
thing. Nor is ic to be imagined thar 
where any Church is called and garber- 
ed according ro the mind of Chriſt, 
_ that be bath lefr it defticuce of power 
and autbority to preſerve it ſelf, in char 
| N 3 ſtate 
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ſite and crder which he hath. appoint- 
cd unio ir. And chat which was one 
principal cauie of the decayes of the 4ſ;- 
ax Churches, was the neglect of this 
Diciphne , the power and priviledge 
whereof, the Lord bad lefr unto them 
and intruſted them withall, for their 
own preſervation in order, purity and 
tolineis. And cherefore for the negleR 
thereof they were greatly blamed by 
him. Rev. 2. 14, 15, 20, Chap. 3. 2. 
as is alſo the Church of Corsnth by the 
Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 5. 2. as they are com- 
mended, who attended unto the diligent 
exerciſe of it, Revel. 2. 2. Chap. 3. 9. 
The diſuſe alſo of ir, hath been che oc- 
caſion of a!l the defilements, abominari- 
ors ard confuftors, that have ſpread 
themſclves over many Churches in the 
World. 


Cheſt. 42. Unto whom # the power 
and admmiſtration of this Diſcipline com- 
winted by Jeſus Chriſt ? 
-w"< As to the authority to be 
exerted mn. it in the things wherein 
the whole Church 1s concerned, unto 
the Elders 5 as unto eryall, judgement 

> on 


and conſent im, and unto its exerciſe 
unto the whole Bzotherhovd 5 ag unts 
Jove, care, and watchfuleſs in pzivate 
and particular caſes, to ebery mem- 
ber of the Church. Matth, 24. 45. 
Ephef. 4. 13, 14. Acts 20. 28. 1 Tim. 
3.5. Chap.5. 17. Heb. 13. 17. 1 Pet. 
2.3. 1 TR 4. 83. UE, 4. 1 Cor, 
4. 14. 1 Cor. 5, 2,4, 5. 2 Cor. 2.6,7,8. 
2 Tim, 4. 2. | 


Explication. 


It hath been ſhewed that this power 
is granted unto the Church by virtue 
of the Law and conſtitution of Chriſt. 
Now this Law aſsigns the means and 
way whereby any perſons do obtain an 
intereſt therein , and makes tbe juſt 
allotments to all concerned in it, What 
this Law,Conſtitution or Word of Chriſt 
aſsigns unto any, «s ſuch, that they are 
the firſt ſear and ſubject of, by whar 
way or means ſoeyer they come to be 
intruſted therein. Thus that power or 
authority which is given unto the Elders 
of the Church, doth not firſt formaly 
reſide in the body of the. Church unor- 

N 4 ganized 
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S1nized or diſtint from them, though 
they are called unto their Othce by 
their ſuffrage and choice ; but they are 
themſelves -as ſuch, the firſt ſubjet of 
Office power ; For ſo is the Will of 
Fhe Lord Chriſt. Nor is the intereſt of 
the whole Church in this power of 


diſcipline whatever it be, given unto it. 


by the Elders, but is immediately granc- 

ed unto ir, by the will and Law of the 

Lord Jeſus. 
Firit, In this way and manner the 


. Authority above deſcribed, is given in 


the firſt place, as ſuch, unto the Elders 
of the Church. This Authority was 
before explained, in anſwer unto the 
 28:h, queſtion, as alſo was the way where- 
by they receiveit. And it is that power 
ot office whereby -they are enabled for 
the diſcharge of their whole daty, in 
thereaching, and ruling of the Church ;, 
called the power of the kejes, from ar. 
I6. 19. Which expreſſion being Mera- 
phorical, and in general lyable unto ma- 
ny interpretations, is to be underſtood 
according to the declaration made of it 
in thoſe particviar inſtances wherein it 
:'s expreſſed. Nor is it a two-fold 
| power 
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power or Authority that the Elders, of- 
the Church have committed unto them 
one to teach and another to rule, com- 
monly called the power of orcer, and 
of juriſdiction ; but it is ce power of 
Office, the duties whereof are of ſeveral 
kinds, referred unto the two general 
heads, firſt of reaching by preaching the 
word and celebration of the Sacraments, 
and (2) Of rale or government. By 
virtne hereof, are they made Axlers over 
the houſe of God, Marth. 24. 45. Stew- 
ard: in his bouſe, 1 Cor. 4. 1. Overſeers 
of the Church, A. 20. 28. 1 Peter 5. 2. 
Guides unto the Church, Heb. 13. 7, 17. 
Not that they have a ſupream or nxto- 
cratorical power committed unto them, 
ro enable them to do what ſeems righr 
and good in their own eyes, ſeeing they 
are expreſly bound up unto the terms. 
of their Commiſſion, Matth. 28. 19, 20 
To teach wen to do and obſerve all, and 
ouly what Chriſt hath commanatd ; nor 
have they by virtue of ir, any domi- 
nion in, or over the Church, that is, the 
laws, rules or priviledges of ir, or the 
conſciences of the Diſciples of Chriſt, to. 
alter, change, add, diminiſh, or __ by 
their 
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cheir- own authority, 1 Per. 5.3, Mark 
IO. 42, 43, 44. Put it is a power meerly 
miniſterial, in whoſe extrciſe chey are 
nno the Lord Chriſt accountable. ſer- 
warts, Reb. 13. 17. Maith, 24.45. And 
Servants of the Church for Jeſus ſake, 
2 Cor. 4.5. This authority in the Diſci. 
pline of the Uhurch they exert and pur 
forch by viriue of their Office ;, and 
not eitker as declaring of the power of 
the Church ir ſelf, or acting what is 
delegated unto them thereby, but as 
miniſterially exerciſing the-authority of 
Chriſt commitred unto themſelves. 

Secondly, The body of the Church, 
or thefnu]:i-ude of the Brethren, (wo- 
men being excepted by eſpecial prohibi- 
tion, I Cor. Iq. 34, 35-. 1 Tum. 2. 
LI, 12.3 Is by the Law and conſtitution 

of Chriſt in che Goſpe)], intereſted in 
*the adminiſtration of this power of 
diſcipline in che Church. fo far as, 

Firſt, To conſider, cry, and make a 
judgement, in and abour all perſons, 
things, and cauſes, in reference where- * 
nnto it is to be exerciſed. Thus the 
Brethren at Fernſalemjoyned in the con- 
fideration of the obſervation of Meſs: 

| ca 
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cal ceremonies with the Apoſtles and El. 
ders, A&. 15. 23. And the wuitiiude of 
them to whom letters were ſent abour 
it, likewiſe did the fame, YVex/e the 30, 
31, 32. And this they chovght it their 
duty and concernment to CO, Chap. 
21, 22, And they are blamed, who ap- 
plyed not themſelves unto this duty, 
I Cor. 5-4, 5, 6. Thence are the E- 
piftles of Pay! to the Churches to 
inſtru&t them in their duties, and pri- 
viledges in-Chriſt, and how they oughe 
to behave themſelves in the ordering 
of all things amorgſt them according 
ro his mind, And thgfe ere direted 
unto the Churches rhWMiſelves, either 
joyntly with their. Elders, or diſtinRly 
trom them, Phil. 1.1. And the whole 
preſervation of Church-order, is on the 
account of this duty recommended ags- 
ro them. Neither can what they a 
in complyance with their Guides an@ 
Rulers, be any part of their obedience 
unto tbe Lord Chriſt, unleſs they make 
previouſly thereunte - a rations} conft- 
deration and judgement by the rule, of 
what is to be done, Neither is the 
Church of Chriſt ro be raled without 
its 
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| its knowledge, or againſt its will ; nor 
in any thing is blind obedience accepta- 
ble to God. - 

Secondly, The Brethren of the Church 

are intruſted with the priviledge of 
giving ard :eſtitying their conſear anto 
all aRs of Church power, which rhough 
it belong not formaly unto the autho- 
rity of them, ic is neciſſiry unto their 
validity 'and efficacy 3 and thar fo far 
forth, as chat they are faid ro do and 
aft what is done and effected thereby, 
1 Cor.5.4,13. 2 (or. 2.6,7,8. And 
they who bave this priviiedge of conſent 
which hath ſagggreat an influence into 
the 2Rion and Validity of it, bave alſo 
the liberty of diſſent , when any thing 
is propoſed ro be done, the warrant 
 Whereof from the Word and che zxle of 
as” performance, is not eviderit unto 


Qy. 43. Wherein aoth the exerciſe of 
the authority for diſcipline committed un- 
to the Elders of the Church conſift ? 
An. (1 ) Jn perſonal private admo- 
nition of anp member oz members of 
the Church, in caſe of ſin, errour, 02 
anP 
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any miſcazriage known unto them- 
ſelbes. (2) In publick admonition 
in caſe of offences perſiſted in and 
bzought orderly to the knowledge and 
conſideration of the Church. (3) Jn 
the ejection of obſtinate offenders from 
the ſociety and communton of the 
Church. ( 4 ) JInexhoctiog, comtozt- 
ing, and reſtozing to the enjoyment 
and exerciſe of Church p2iviledges ſuch 
as are recovered from the erroz of 
thetr wayes; all accozding to the lawesg, 
rules, and directions of the Goſpel, 
C1) Matth. 18. 15. 1 Thel. 5, 14. 
x Cor. 4. 14. Titus 1. 13. Chap. 2. 
$5. 2 Tm. 4 % C33 & Ti. 0. £9. 
20, Marth. 18. 16, 17:( 3) Titus 3.10. 
1 Tiw. 1. 20. Match. 18. 17, 1 Cor. 
5- 5. Gal. 5. 12. (4) 2 Cor. 2,9. 
Ga). 6. 1. 2 Thefl. 3. 15. a *. 


Qu. 44. May the Church caſt any , 


Perſon ont of its communion without pre-- 
vious aamonition? 

An. Jt may In ſome caſes, where 
the offence is notoztous, and the 
dal griebous, ſo that nothing b& . 
againft other general rules. 4 Cor. 
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Qu. 45- Wherein doth the liberty and 
duty of the whole brotherbood in the ex- 
erciſe of diſcipline in the Church in per- 
rcular confoſt ? 
An. (1))In a meek confideration of the 
conditton.and temptatrons of otfenders, 
with the nature of their offences, when 
o2derly p2opoſed unto the Church. {2 ) 
Jn judging with the Elders accozd- 
ng to rule, what in all caſes of 
' Offence is neceſſary to be done, foz the 
good of the offenders themſelbes, and 
foz the edificatton and bindication of 
the whole Church. (3) In thetr con= 
ſent unto, and concurrence tm the ad- 
monttton ,, ejection, pardoning and 
reftozing of offenders, as the matter 
ſhall require. Gal. 6.” x, 2. x: Cor. 5. 
+4, 5, 12. 1 Cor. 6. 2. 2 Cor. 2, 


k7, 


*Q, « 46. what # the duty of private 
Members in reference unto the diſcipline 
appoinres by (rift in hs Church? 
An.-IJt is therr duty in tbeir mu- 
tial watch over one another, to cx- 
bore each other unto holineſs and per- 
(ederance 3 and 'if they obſerve Nr. 
thing 
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thing tn the wayes and - walkings of 
of any of their tellow Wembers- not 
accozding unto the rule, -and the duty 
of their pzoteſſion , which there(oze 
gibes them dffence, 40 acmoniſh them 
thereof in p2ibate with love meckneſs 
and wiſdom , and in caſe they pze- 
bail not unto thetr amendment » to 
_ take the aſſiſtance of ſome other 1Bre- 
thzen in the ſame wozkz and if thep 
fail in ſucceſs therein alſo; to re. 
port the matter by the Elders direci- 
on, unto the whole Church. Marth. 18, 
16, 17, 18. 1 Theſl. 5. 14. 


. 
Explication. 


In theſe queſtions an enquirie is made 
after the exerciſe of diſcipline in the 
Church, as to that part of it which hes 
longs unto the reproof and corre 
of miſcarriages according to the diſtri- 
bation of right, power, and priviledpe, 
before explained. 

The firſt a&t bereof conſiſts in pys- 
vate admonition ; for fo hath our Lord 
erdained, that in caſe any Brother, or 
member of the Church, do in 'any 

h thing 
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thing wilk diſorderly, and not accord- 
ing to the rule of che Goſpel, thar he, or 
they, unto whom it 1s obſerved, and 
who are thereby offended, may and 
ought to admoniſh the perſon or per- 
ſons ſo offending of their miſcarriage 
and offence , concerning which is to be 
obſerved. 

Firſt, what is previoully required there- 
unto ; and thar is, 

Firſt, that in all the members of the 
Church there ought to be love without 
diſſimzwlation. . They are to be kindly 
affectioned one to another with bro- 
therly love, Row. 12. 9, 10. which as 
they are koh; of God, ſo they are 
Sreatly exhorced chereunto-; Heb. 13. 
t. This love is the bond of perfecti- 
on the moſt excellent way and means of 
preſerving Church order, and farther- 
ins the edification thereof. x Cor. 13. 

ithout which, well ſeated, and con- 
firmed in the hearts and minds of Church 
members, no duty of their Relation can 
ever be performed in a due manner. 

Secondly , this love is to exert and 
put forth. it felf in tender care and 
watchfulneſs for the good of each other; 
which 


with an Explication upon the ſame. 193 
which are to work by mutual exbor. 
cations, informations, inſtructions, 'ac- 
cording as opportunities do offer them- 
ſelves, or as the neceſlities of any do 
ſeem to require. Heb. 3. 13. Cha). 10. 24. 
Secondly, this dury of admoniſhing 
offenders privately and perſonally , is 
common to the Elders with all the mem- 
bers of the Church; neither doth it belong 
properly unto the Elders as ſuch but as 
Brethren of the ſame ſociety. And yer by 
virtue of their office the Elders are ena- 
bled to do it with more Authority moral- 
ly, thongh office power properly be not 
exerciſed therein. By virtue alſo of their 
conſtant general watch over the whole 
flock in the diſcharge of their office, rhey 
are enabled ro take notice of, and diſcern 
miſcarriages in any of the members, ſoon- 
er than otbers, But as to theexerciſe 
of the diſcipline of the Church in this 
matter, this duty is equally incumbenr 
on every member of it, according as the' 
oblipation on them to watch over one 
another, and to exerciſe eſpecial love to- 
wards each other is equal: Whence it 
is diſtingniſhed from thar private paſtoral 
admonition, which is an a of the teach- 
ing 
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ing office and power , not directly be- 
longing unto the rule or governmene 
enquired after. But this admonition is 
an effec of love and where it proceed- 
eth- nort'from thence, it is irregular , 
AMatth. 18. 16, 17, 18. Row. 15. 14. 

Thirdly, this duty is fo incumbent on 
cyery member of the Church, thar in 
caſe of the negleR thereof, he both fin- 
neth againſt the inſtitution of Chriſt , 
and makes himſelf partaker of the fin 
of the party offending, and is alſo guil- 


ty of his danger, and ruine thereby, 


with all that diſadvantage which will 
accrne to the Chorch, by any. of the 
members of it continuing in fin againſt 
the rule of the Goſpe]. They have 
nor only liberty thus ro admoniſh one 
another, bur it is their expreſs and in- 
diſpenſible daty ſo zo do, The neg- 
let whereof is interpreted by God to 
be hatred of our Brother , ſuch as where. 
with the love of God is inconſiftent , 
Lewis 19.17. 1 Fobs 4. 20. Chap. 3. 15; 

Fourthly, although chis duty be per- 
ſonally incumbent on every individual 
member of che Church, yet this hin- 
ders not but if the fin of an __ 
| | © 
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be known to more than one at the 
ſame time, and they joyntly rake offence 
thereat,, they may together in the fir{t 
inſtance admoniſh him , which yer {till 
is bur the firſt, and private admoniti- 
on, which is otherwiſe, when others 
are called into aſſiſtance, who are not 
themſelves acquainted with the offence 
buc only by information, and joyne in 
ir, not: upon the account of their own 
being offended, but of being deſired aCo 
cording unto rule to give aſffiftance to 
chem thar are ſo. | 

Fifchly, the way and manner of the 
diſcharge of this duty is , that it be 
done with prudence, tenderneſs, and 
due regard unto all circumſtances ; 
whence the Apoſtle ſnppoieth a $piri. 
tual ab;litie ro beneceſlary for this work 
Rom. 15. 14. Ye alſo are full of gooa- 
neſ1,filled with all knowleage,alſo able to ad- 
month one another, eſpecially four things 
are to be diligently heeded. 

Firſt, that the whole duty be ſo 
managed , that the perſon offending may 
be convinced, that ir is done out of 
love to him and affeRionate conſcien- 
tions care oyer him, that he may take 
O 2 00 
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no occaſion thereby for the exaſperati- 
on of his own ſpirit, 

Secondly, that the Perſons admon:ſ+- 
3ng Others of their offence, do make it 
appear that what they do is in obedi- 
ence unto an inſtitution of Chriſt, and 
cherein to preſerve their own ſouls from 
fin, as well as to benefit the offenders. 

Thirdly , that the admonition be. 
grounded on a rule, which alone gives 
it authority and efficacy. 
 Fourthly, that there be a readineſs ma- 
nifeſted by them, to recerve ſatisfaRion; 
either ( 1) In caſe that upon trya!, ir 
appeareth the information they bave had 
of the miſcarriage whence the offence s- 
roſe, was x1ane,0r not well grounded; or 
(2) of acknowledgement and repen- 
rance. | | 

Sixthly, The ends of this Ordinance 

and inſtitution of Chriſt, are. : 
(1) To keep up Love without diſſi- 
mulation amorig all the members of the 
Church , for if effences ſhould abide un- 
removed, love which is the bond of 
perfection, wonld not long continue in 
fincerity ; which tends ro the diſſoluti- 
on of the whole ſociety. 


( 2.) To 
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(2.) To gain the offender, by deliyer- 
ing him from the guilt of fin, that he 
may not lye ander it, and procure the 
wrath of God againft himſelf, Levsr. 
19. 17. ape 
(3.) To preſerve his perſon from 
4;ſhononr and diſrepatation,; and there- 
by to keep up his uſefulneſs in- che 
Church. To this end hath our: Lofrd 
appointed the diſcharge of this duty in 
private, that the failings of men may 
not be unneceſſarily divulged, and them- 
ſelves thereby expoſed unto tempra- 
tion, 
| (4:) To preſerve the Church from 
that ſcandal that might befall ir, by the 
haſty opening of all the reall or ſap- 
poſed faylings of its members. And - 
(5-) To prevent its zrowble in the 
publick hearing of things that may be 
otherwiſe healed and removed. | 
Seventhly, In caſe theſe ends are 
obtained, either by the ſuppoſed offend- 
ing perſons clearing of themſelves, and 
manifeſtiog chemſelves innocent of the 
crimes charged on thern, as Foſbxa 22: 
22, 23, 24, 25, 2 Cor. 7- II. Or by 
their acknowledgement, repentance, and 
O73 amendment 


1068 * A ſort Catechiſm, 
- amendment, then this part of the diſci- 
pline of the Church hath, through che 
grace of Chrift obtained its appointed 
effec. 2p | 

Eighthly, In caſe che perſons offend- 
ing, be not humbled nor reformed, nor 
do piye ſatisfaRion unto them by whom 
they are admoniſhed, then hath our 
Lord ordained a ſecond depree of this 
private exerciſe of diſcipline ; that the 
perſons who being offended, have dif- 
charged the foregoing duty themſelves 
according unto rule, ſhall take unto 
them others, cwo or three, as the occa- 
ſflon may ſeem to require, to joyn with 
them in the ſame work and duty, to be 
performed in the ſame manner for the 
ſame ends, with thac before deſcribed, 
Matth. 18, 15, 16, 17. And it is the 
duty of theſe perſons 1o called in for 
aſſiſtance A 

Firſt, To judge of rhe crime, fault, or 
offence reported to them , and not to 
proceed unleſs they find it to conſiſt in 
ſomerhing expreſly contrary to the rule 
of the Goſpel, and atteſted in ſuch man-_ 
ner, and with ſuch evidence, as their 


mutual loye doth require in them, with 
reſpet 
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reſpe& vnto their Brethren. And they 
are to: judge of the teſtimony that is 
ivea concerning the truth of the of. 
ence communicated unto them, thar 
they may not ſeem either lightly to take 
op a report againſt their Brother, or 
co diſcredit the teſtimony of others. 
Secondly, In caſe they find the offence 
pretended not to be a real) offence in- 
deed contrary to the rule of the Goſpel, 
or that it is not arigbt grounded, as to 
the evidence of it, bat taken up opon 
Prejudice, or an over-eaſie credulity, 
contrary to the law of that love which 
's required amongit Church-members , 
deſcribed 1x Coy. 13. and commanded as 
the great means of the edification of the 
Church and preſervation of its union, 
then to convince the brother offended of 
his miſtake, and with him co fatisfie the 
perſon pretended to be the offender, 
that no breach or /ch;/\m may happen 
among the members of the ſame 
body. | | 
Thirdly, Being ſatisfied of the crime 
and teſtimony, rhey are to aſſociate 
themſelves with the offended Brother in 
the ſame work and duty, that he bim- 
O 4 ſelf 
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ſelf had before diſcharged rowards the 

offender. 
"  Nintbly, Becauſe there is no deter- 
mination how often theſe private adwo- 
»itions are to benſed in caſe of offence, 
it is evident from the nature of the 
thing ir ſelf, that chey are to be reite- 
rated; firſt the one, and then the other, 
whileſt there is any ground of hope, thar 
the ends of them may be obtained 
through the bleſſing of Chriſt, the Bro- 
ther gained, and che offence taken away. 
Neither of theſe then is to be deſerted, 
or laid aſide, on the firſt, or ſecond at- 
tempr, as though ir were performed only 
' to make way for ſomewhat farther . 
bur ir is to be waited on with prayer 
and patience, as an ordinance of Chriſt 
. appointed for attaining the end aim- - 
cd ar. | 

Teanthly, In caſe there be not the ſuc- 
ceſs aimed at obtained in theſe ſeveral 
degrees of private admonition, it is 
then the will of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that the matter be reported unto the 
Church, that the offender may be pub- 
lickly admoniſhed thereby, and bronghe 
co repentarce ; Wherein is to be ob- 
ſerveg, =_ 2 Firſt, 
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- Firſt, That the perſons who have en- £4 
deayoured in vain to reclaim their of- "im 
fending Brother by private admonition, 
arero acquaint the Elders of the Church 
with the caſe and crime : as alſo what 
they have done according to rule, for 
the reifyingof it, who upon that in- 
formation, are obliged to communicate 
the knowledge of the whole matter to 
the Charch. This is to be done by the 
Elders, 8s to whom the preſervation of 
order in the Church, and the rule of its 
proceeding do belong, as we haye ſhews 
ed before. 

Secondly, The report made to the 
Charch by the Elders is co be, (1.) Of 
the erime, puilr, or offence (2.) Of the 
Teſtimony given unto the rruch of it 
(3.) Of the means uſed to bring the. of- 
fender to acknowledgement and repen= 
rance (4.) Of his deportment under the 
private previous admonitions either as 
ro his rejeing of them, or as to any 
ſarisfaRion tendred, all in order, love, 
meeknels, and tenderneſs. | 

Thirdly, Things being propoſed. unto 
the Church, and the offender heard vp- 
on the whole of the offence, and former 
proceeding, 
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proceeding, the whole Church, or mnlti- 
rude of the Bretbren, are with rhe E[- 
ders to confider the nature of the of- 
fence, with the condition and temprati- 
ons of the offenders, with fuch a ſpirir 
of meekneſs as onr Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 
his own perſon fer them an example of, 
in his dealing with finners, and which is 
required in them as his Diſciples, Gal. 6. 
I, 2. 2 (or. 2.8. | 

Fourthly, The Elders and. Brethren 
are to jadge of the offence, and the 
carriage of the offender according to 
rule, and if the offence be evident, and 
perſiſted in, then 

Fifchly, The offender is to be pxb- 
lickly admoniſhed by the Elders, with 
the confent and concurrence of the 
Church, 1 Theſ. 5.14. 1Tim. 5. 20. 
MHatth. 18. 16, 17. And this admoni- 
tion conſiſts of Five parts , 

(1-) A declaration of the cr;me or 
| offence, as it is evidenced unto the 
*Church. 

(2.) A conviction of the evi/ of it, from 
the rule or rules tranſgreſſed againſt. 

(3.) A declaration of the authority 
and duty of che Church in ſuch caſes. 
| 4.) A 
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(4.) Arebake of tbe offender in the 
name of Chriſt, anſwering che nature 
and circumſtances of the offence. 

(5-) An Exhortation unto hamilia- 
50 and repentance and acknowledge- 
ment. | 

Eleventhly,In cafe the offender deſpiſe 
this admonicion of the Church, and 
come nor upon it unto repentance, it 
is the will and appointment of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt that he be car «ff from all 
the priviledges of the Church, and caft 
out from the ſociety thereof, or be ex. 
communicated wherein conſiſts the /aſt 
att of the diſcipline of the Church for 
the correRion of offenders ; and herein 
may be conſidered, 

F.rit, The nature of it, that it is an 
anthoritative at and fo principally be- 
longs nnto the Elders of the Church, 
who therein exert the power thar they 
have received from the Lord Chriſt, by 
and with the conſent of the Charch ac-. 
cording to his appointment, Marth. 
16, 19. Fohn 20. 23. Marth. 18. 18, 
1 Cor. 5. 4. TiHws 3. I0, I Tm. 1.20, 
2 Cor. 2. 6. And both theſe the Autho- 
rity of the Elderſhip and the conſent - 
Toe 
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the Brethren, are neceſſary to the vali- 
dicy of the ſentence, and that accord. 
ing to the appoinrmene of Chriſt, and 
the practice of the firſt Chnrches. 

Secondly, The efe& of ir, which is the 
catting off. or caſting ont of the perſon 
offending from che communion of the 
Church, in the priviledges of the Goſpel, 
as conſequently from that of all the viſt- 
ble Churches of Chriſt in the earth by 
virtue of their communion one with 
another, whereby he is left unto the vi- 
ſible kingdom of Satan in the World, 
AMatth. 18. 17, 1 Cor. 5.2, 5,13. 1 Tim. 
I. 20. Titus 3. 10. Gal. 5. 12, 

Thirdly, The ends of it which are, 

(1.) The gaining of the party offend» 
ing, by bringing him to repentance,humi- 
liation, and acknowledgement of his of- 
fence, 2 Cor. 2. 6, 7. 2 Cor. 13. 10. 

(2.) The warning of others nor to do 
fo preſumptuouſly, 
 (3.) The preſerving of the Church in 
Its purity and order, 1 Cor. 5,6, 7. all 
to the &lory of Jeſus Chrift. 

Fourchly, The cawuſes of it or the 
gronnds and reaſons on which the 
Church may proceed unto ſentence 

| againſt 
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apainſt any offending perſons, Now 
theſe are no other but ſuch as they 
judge according co the Goſpe!, that the 
Lord Chriſt will proceed upon in bis 
finall judgemeor ar the laſt day. For 
the Church judgeth in the name and 
authority of Chriſt, and are to exclude 
none from its communion, bat thoſe 
whom they find by the rule, that he 
himſelf excludes from his Kingdom ; and 
ſo that which chey bind on earth, is 
bound by him in Heaven, Aarth. is. 18. 
And cheir ſentence herein is to be de- 
clared, as the declaration of the ſentence 
which the Head of the Church, and 
Jadge of all, will pronounce at the laſt 
day : only with this difference, that it 
is alſo made known, that this ſentence 
of theirs, is not final or decretory, but 
in order to the prevention of that 
which will be ſo, unleſs the evil be re- 
pented of. Now although the particu- 
lar evils, ſins, or - offences, that may 
render a perſon obnoxious unto this 
cenſure and ſentence, are not to 
be enumerated, by reaſon of the 
variety of circumſtances which change 
the nature of aQtions, yet they may 
in 
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in general be referred unto theſe 
heads. 

Firſt, Moral evils, contrary to the 
light of nature, and expreſs commands 
or prohibitions of the moral law, direct 
-rules of the Goſpel, or of evil report in 
the worid amongſt men walking accord- 
ing co the rule and light of reaſon. And 
in caſes of this nature, the Church may 
proceed unto the ſencence whereof we 
ſpeak, withour previous. admonition, in 
caſe the matcer of fat be notorious, pub- 
lickly and unqueſtionably known to be 
rrue, and no general rule (which is nor 
to beimpeached by particular inftances } 
ye againſt their proceedure, 1 Cor. 5. 
3, 4. 2 Trw.3. 2,3, 4, 5: 

Secondly, Offences againſt that wa- 
tual love which is the bend of perfeRi- 
on in the Church if pertinacioutily per- 
fiſted in, Mazeh. 18, 16, 17. 

Thirdly, falfe doftrines againſt the 
fundamentals in faith or worſhip, eſpe- 
cially if maincained with contention, to 
the trouble and diſturbance of the peace 
of the Church, Gal. 5. 12. Tit 3.99 
IO, I1, 1 Tow. G6, 3, 4, $+ . Revel. 2. 
T4, 15: | 
Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, Blaſphemy, or evil ſpeak- 
ing of the wayes and worſhip of Godin 
the Church, eſpecially if joyned with 
an intention to hinder the proſperity of 
the Church, or co expole it to perſe- 
cution, 1 T7, 1. 20. 

Fifthly, Deſertion, or total cauſelefs 
relinquiſhmenr of the ſociety and com. 
munion of the Church ; for ſach are 
ſelf-condemned, baving broken and re- 
nounced the covenant of God, that they 
made at their entrance into the Church, 
Heb. 10.25, 26, 27, 28, 29. 

Sixthly, The time or ſeaſon of the 
putting forth the authority of Chriſt in 
che Charch for this cenſure, is to be 
conſidered; and that is ordinarily after 
the admonition before deſcribed, and 
that with due waiting, to be regulated' 
by a conſideration of times, perfons, 
temptations, and other circumſtances. 
For, 

(1.) The Church in proceeding to this 
ſentence, is to expreſs the patience and 
long ſuffering of Chriſt towards offen- 
ders, and not to put it forth without 
conviction of a preſent reſolved impeni- 


rency» Y 
(2.) The 
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(2,) Theevent and effe&t of the pre- 
ceding Ordinance of adwonition is tobe 
expected , which though not ar preſent 
evident, yet Ike the word it ſelf in the 
preaching of ic, may be blefſed ro a good 
iflue after many dayes. | ; 

Sixthly, The perion offending, thus 
cut off, or caſt out from rhe preſear 
aQual communion of the Church, is Kill 
ro be looked on and acconnted as a Bro- 
ther, becanſe of the narnre of the Ordi. 
nance which is intended for his amend- 


ment and recovery, 2 Thef, 3. 15. Count 


him not as an enemy, but admoniſh him as 
a Brother ; unleſs he manifeſt his finall 
impenitency, by blaſphemy and perſecu- 


tion, I Tim.1.20. Whow ] have delivered . 


wnto Satar, that they may learn not to 
blaſpheme. | 
Seventhly, The Church is tberefore 
ſtill co perform the duties of love, and 
care, towards ſuch perſons. | 
(1.) In praying for them, that they 
may be converted from the errour of 
their way, James 5. 19, 20. 1 John 
$. 16. If any man ſee his Brother ſin a 
ſin, which i no: unto death, he ſhall ark 
and he ſhall give him life ;, for them that fin 
mot unto death. (2.) In 


(2.) In withdrawing from them even 
as to ordinary converſe for their con- 
vidion of their ſtate and condition', 
1 Cor.5.11- 2 Theſ. 3.14. With ſuch a 
one 0 uot to eat. | > 0S 
(3.) In admoniſhing of him , 2 Cor. 
3.15. admoniſs him as a Brother , which 
may bedone (1) Occaſionally , by any 
Member of the Church (2) On ſet par- 
poſe by the conſent and appointment of 
che whole Church , which admoniien 
Is tO contain, TY 
(1.) A preſſing of h# ſin from the 
-_ on the Conſcience of the  offen+ 
br. | , 
( 2. ) A aeclaration of the nature of 
the cenſure, and puniſhment which he 
lyeth under, | 
(3.) A manifeſtation of the danger of 
bis impenicency, in his being either har- 
dened by the deceitfulneſs. of fin, or 
expoſed unto new temptations of Sa- - 
than. _— 
Eightbly, In caſe the Lord Jeſus be 
pleaſed ro pive a bleſſed effet- unto this 
ordinance, in the repentance of the per- 
ſon cut of, and caſt out off the Chureh 


he is, 
P Firſt, 


with an Explication #ponthe ſame: 208 3 


#8 210 | A ſhort Carechiſm, 


Firft, To be forgiven both by thoſe 
who in an eſpecial manner were of- 
fendedat him, and by him, apd by the 
whole Church, AMatth. 18. 18. 2 Cor. 
i. 7. 

Secondly, To be comforted under his 
ſorrow, 2 Coy. 2. 7. And that by (1) 
The application of the promiſes of the 
Goſpel unto. his Conſcience, (2) A de- 
claration of the readineſs of the Church 
eo receive bim again into their love and 
communion. | 
- *Fourthly , Reſtored (1) By a confir- 
»4tion or teſtification of the love of the 
Church unto him, 2 Cor. 2.8. (2) A 
readmſſion unto the exerciſe and enjoy- 
ment of his former priviledges in the 
fellowſhip of the Charch ; all with a 
ſpirit of meeknelſs, Gal. 6. 1. 


Queſt. 47. The preſervation of the 
Church in parity, order, and holineſs be- 
ing provided for, by what way 4 it to be 
continued and increaſed ? 

Anſw, The wap appointed thereunto, 
is by adding ſuch*as being effectually 
cafned unto the obedience of faith ſþall 
© voluntarily offer themſelves unto the 

+ | ſociety 


" 


2,41, 2 Cor, 8.5, 


Explication. - 5 
The means appointed by onr Lord ſe- 
ſas Chriſt for the continuance- and in+ 
creaſe of the Church, are either prepa- 
ritory unto it, or inftrumentally effici- 
ent of it, The principal means ſubſer- 
vient or preparitory unto the continu. 
ance and increaſe of the Church, is the 
preaching of the Word to the conviction , 
illomination and converſion of ſinners, 
whereby they may be made meet to 
become living ſRones in this ſpiritual 
building, and members of che myſtical 
body of Chriſt. And this is donecither 
ordinarily in the Aſſemblies of the 
Church, rowards ſuch as come in unto 
them and attend to the Word diſpenſed 
according to the appointment of Chriſt 
amongſt them , 1 Cor, 14- 24, 25. 1f 
there come in one that believeth not, or 
one unlearned, he is convinced of all, he 
he ts judged of all, and thus are the ſe- 
crets of his heart made manifeſt, and (0 
falling down on hi face, he will worſvip 
: "Þ | God . 
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' Goal ;; oy orcafivnally amongft che Men 
of the World, Ads 8. A. 

Secondly , the inſirumentally efficient 
cauſe is that which is expreſſed 1n the 
auſwer , namely, the adding in due Or- 
der unto ir, ſach as being effcQually 
called unto the obedience of the: faich 
and iprofeſfion of the Goſpel, do wve- 

Hurtarily our of conviction of their 6a- 
ty, 'and reſolution to walke in ſubjeRi- 
on toall the ordinances and commands 

of Chriſt, offer themſelves to the ſociety 
and fellowſhip thereof , whereby —_ 
may be laid in this ſpiritual building as 
the ſtones were in the Temple of old, 
which were hewed and fitted elſewhere. 


Qu. 48 What = required of them 
who deſire - to joyn themſelves wnto the 
x75 Ly 
; (1) That they be free from 
bn and offence m the Wozld, ( 2 ) 
Thar they be mfruded in the ſaving 
traths and myeries of the Goſpel, 
C3) Sound in the faich (4) That 


the Lo2s zabing called them untofaith,. 
rep?knrance, and newneſs of life bp - 


Jeſus Chziſt, they gibe up themſelbes 
to 
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to be fabed by htm, amd to vhey bim- 
in all things; and therefoze (5 ) Axes - 
wifling and ready thzough bis grace , 
to watke i fubjection ta all biscom- 
mands, amd in the obſervation of att 
bis lawes and tnftituetans , notwith- 
ſtanding any difficulties, oppoſtitions, 
v2 perſecutions which rhep. meet with- 

all. (1) 1 Phil. ro. Chap. 2. 15. 1 
__ IO. 32. 1 Theſk 4.11, -x2,: Tir. 

. IO, ('2)) Jobn 6. iy. As 26. 18; 
i ow 2. 6 3 ea t4G6f3) 
x Tim, 1.19, 20. 2 Tim. 4. 3, 4. T1; 
- I3. Jude 3. (4) Ephe. 4. 20, at, 
-Y 23, 24. (5) 2£or. 8. 5. 


Qv. 49. What 5 the duty f the El- 
ders of the Charch, tawards 6. aifs- 
ring to be admitred unto the fellowſhip 
of the Church © 

An. (1) To diſcern and judge by 
the rule of truth appited in love , -be- 
tween ſincere pzofeſſo2s and hypocritt: 
cal pzetenders. (2) To tnſfruce, dts 
rect, comfort , and encourage in' the 
| way. ſuch as they judge to labs the 
1.92d Jeſus mn ſincertty. (3 ) to propafe 
and - recommend them unto the whole 
P 3 Church , 


E —_ cg, * S& & Y 2 
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Church , with pzayers and ſupplicatt- 
ons to God-fo2z them, (4) To ad 
mit them being appzoved into the. oz- 
der and fellowſhip of the Goſpel in the 
Church. Acas 8. 20, 23. Tit. 1. 10. 
Rev. 2. 2. Jer. 15. 19. AQs. 18. 26. 
1 Thefl. 2. 7, 8, 11. Ads. 9. 29, 27. 
Rom. 14. 1. 


Q". 50 What # the daty of the whole 
Charch in reference unto ſuch perſons * 

An. To conſider them in lobe and 
meekneſs, .accozding as their conditt- 
on is known. repozted, oz teſttfied 
unts them, to appzove of, and rejoice 
in the grace of God fn them , and 
to recetbe them tn lobe without difſi- 
mulaton, 1x Cor, 13. 


Explication. 


What in general is required unto the 
fitting of any perſons: to be members of 
a viſible Charch of Chriſt, was before 
declared ; and: tbar is, that, which the 
Lord Jeſus bath made the indiſpenſible 
condition of-entring into his Kingdom, 
namely of being barn again. 7ohs 3. $ 

| This 
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This worke being ſecrer, hidden , 
and inviſible, the Church cannot judge 
of direly and in its own form or na- 
rure, butin the means, effects, and cons 
ſequentrs of ir, which are to be teſtified 
unto it concerning them who are to be 
admitted unto its fellou ſhip and com- 
munion , it is required therefore of them, 

Firſt, that they be of a converſation free 
from blame in the world , for whereas one 
end of the gathering of Churches is to 
hold forth, and expreſs the holineſs of 
the doQrine of Chriſt, and the power of 
his yu in turning Men from all ungod- 
lineſs unto ſobriety , righteousneſs and 
honeſty, ir is required of them that are 
admitted into them, that they anſwer 
this end. And this the principle of grace 
which is communicated unto them chac 
believe, will effeRt and produce. For al- 
though ir doth nor follow that every 
one who hath attained an unblameable 
honeſty in this World, is inwardly quick- 
enced with a rrue principle of ſaying 
grace, yet it. doth, that they wao are 
indowed with that principle, will be ſo 
_ unblameable. And alchovgh they may 
on other -accounts be evil ſpoken of, 
P 4 | yet 
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yet their good converſation in Chriſt 
will jaſtify it ſelf. - 

Secondly , competent knowledge in 
the myſteries of the Goſpel , is ano- 
ther means whereby the great qualifi- 
cation inquired after is teſtified unco the 
Church. For as withont this no privs- 
ledge of the Goſpel can. be profitably 
made uſe of, nor any axty of it be 
rightly performed, fo ſaving light is 
of the effence of converſion and doth 
inſeparably accompany it, 2 Cor. 4. 6. 
God who commanded the light to ſhine ont 
of darkneſs, hath fined in our hearts to 
give the hight of the knowleage of the 
glory of God, in thr face of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Where this is wanting, it is impoſlidle. 
for any perfon to evidence that he is 
delivered from that blindneſs, darkneſs , 
and ignorance, which all men are under 
the power of inthe ſtare of nature, Such 
a meaſure then of light and knowledpe, 
as whereby ren are enabled to appre- 
hend aright of the perfon and offices 
of Chrift, of the rawre of his mediati- 
on, the benefits thereof, and the obe- 
dience that he requires at the handsof 
bis Difciples,' 1s expeRed in them who 

| PP. | defire 
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defire to be admitted into the fellow- 
ſhip of the-Church. 

Thirdly,hereunto is to be added, ſornd. 
eſs in the faith, For the, nity of faith. 
is the foundation of Love and all che 
duties chereof, which in an eſpeciall man- 
ner are to be performed towarcs the 
Church, called therefore the howſe-bold = 
of faith. There is among the members 
of the Church ove fairh; Epbef. 4.5. 
The common fairch, the faich once de- 
livered unto the faints, Zade 3. Which 
is the ſound doftrine, 1 Tim. I. 10. 
Which thoſe that will not endure, muſt 
be turned from; 2 Tim. 4. 3. the fazth- 
ful word that is to beheld fait. T7r.1.9: 
17;»,,1.19. And which we are to be found 
in;75. 1. 13. Contained ina form of 
ſonnd words, as to the profeſſion of ir, 
2 Tim, 1, 13. And this ſounaneſs in 
the unity of the faith, as 1c ſhould be im-. 
proved unto onexeſs of mind, and one- 
neſs of accord, in all the things of 
God, Phil. 2. 2. Though ir may admme 
of ſome different apprehenſions in ſome 
things, wherein ſome may have more 
car and diſtin& diſcoveries of the mind 
and will of God than others; which! — 

ers 


E” | 218 A frort Catechiſm; 


ders not, but that all may walk accord- 
ing to the ſame rule, Phil. 3. 15, 16. 
So it is principally to be regarded in the 
fundamentall truths of the Goſpel in and 
by che faith whereof the Church boſderh 
on the head Jeſus Chriſt ; Coloff, 2. 19. 
And in the ſundamentall principles of Goſ- 
pel worſhip, che joynt celebrarion, where- . 
of is the next end of the gathering the 
Church, for without a conſent of mind 
and accord herein, no duty can be per. 
formed unto edification, nor the peace 
of the Church be preſerved ; and theſe 
principles are thoſe which we have ex- 
plained. | -—- 
- Fourthly, it is required that theſe 

things be zeftified by them unto the 
Church, with the acknowledgement 
of the worke of Gods grace towards 
them, and their reſolution through 
the power of the ſame grace to cleave 
unto the Lord Chriſt wich full pur-' 
poſe of heare, and to live in all holy 
Obedience unto him. * They come to 
the Church , as Diſciples of Chriit 
profefling that they have learne che 
rruth as it is in Zeſws , which what it 
infers the Apoſtle teacheth ar large; 
Epteſ. - 


{ F ® 


4-* 11.23. A:8,21,22,23,And this by them- 


Epheſ.4. 20,21,22, 23,24. Sec alſo As 


ſelves to be teſtified unto the Church, 
Firſt, that they may be received in 
love without diſlimulation , as real par- 
takers in the ſame faith, hope and fal- 
vation with themſelyes, as living mem- 
bers of the wyſtical body of Chriſt. 
Secondly, That on all enſuing occaſi- 
ons, they may be minded of their. own 
profeſſion and engagements, to ſtir them 
up thereby unto faithfulneſs, ſtedfaſt. 
neſs, and perſeverance, Herevpon are 
the Elders of the Church to judge by 
the rule of cruth in Love and meekneſs 
concerning their condition, and meet- 
neſs to be laid as living ſtones in the 
houſe of God 3 ſoas that they may, 
(1,) RejeRt falle hypocritical pres 
eenders if in or by any means their by- 
pocrifzie be diſcovered unto them. Atty 


« 8: 20, 23. Titna 1, 10. fer. 15, 19. 


(2.) That they may dire&, and en- 


| Conrape in the way, ſuch as appear ro 


be ſincere, inſtrucging them principally 
in the nature of the way wbereinto they 
are engaging, the duties, dangers, and be- 
nefics of it. As 18. 26, AHF. 14. 22. 
I Cor. 3, 22,23. (3.)To 
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(3.) To propoſe them, their condi- 
tions, their defires, their refolutions, un- 


ons of them, ro be confidered of in love 


on tho{e that are approved, do pive up 
themiclves unto the Lord, ro walk in the 
obſervation of ail his commands and or- 
dinances, and to the Church for the 
Lores fake, 2 (cy. 5.5. abiding in the 
fellowſhip thereof, whereunto they are 
admitted, At; 2.41, 42. 


Queſt. 51, Wherein doth the eſpecisl 

forms of a particular Church whereby #t 
: becomes ſuch, and i diſtinguiſhed as ſuch 
from all others, confift ? 

Aniw. In the ſp*rial conſent and 
agreement of ajt the members of tt, to 
walk together in the obſervarton of 
the ſame D2dinances numerically; hence 


other Cyurches doth pzoc#d. 'Frod, 
19.5,8. Chip. 24.3, 7. Deur.'26. 17. 
2 Cor. 8.5. AQs 14. 23. "_ 20, 28. 
Heb. 13, at 5 

We 1 5d 2. | Explication. 
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ro the Church afrer their own expreſſi- 


and meeknets, Afts 9.26, 27, Wherenp- 


its conftittution and diftintion from -» 


| 
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Explication. 


It hath been before declared , whar 
eſpecial agreement or. covenant there 
ought to be among all the members of 
the ſame Church, to walk togeiher in a 
due ſubjeRiovn unto, and obſervance of 
all the inſticutions of the Lord . Chriſt. 
And this is that which gives it its ſpecial 
form and , diſtinction from all ether 
Churches. In the general nature of a 
Cburcb, all Churches do agree, and e- 
qually parcake. There is the fame [aw 
of the conſtitution of them-all z they 
have all the ſame rule of obedience , all 
the ſame Head;the fame end ; all carry it *' 
on by the obſervation of the ſame Ordi- 
Nancesin kind. Now beſides theſe things 
which belong unto the nature of a 
Church in. general, and | wherein they 
all equally: participate, they - muſt alſo 

| have each oneits proper difference, that 
which doth diſtinguiſh it frem all other 
Churches ; and this pives it 1ts ſpeciall 
form as ſuch. Now this cannot confiſt 
in any thing that is accidenta}, .occafio- 
nal, or extrinfical unto it , ſuch as 1s 

 eohabitation 


P 
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- cohabitation , ( which yet the Church 
may have reſpe& unto, for conyeniency, 
and farthering of its edification  ) nor 
&  1n any civil or political diſpoſal of irs 
,--. .+ members into civil ſocieties for civil 
hk ends, which is extr5»/ecal £0 all its con» 
© cernments as a-Church ; nor doth ie 
copſifiin the relation of the Church co its 
Prefent Officers, wbich may be removed 
or taken away without the diſſolution 
of the form; or being of the Church, but 
ie confiſtech as was ſaid in the aprec- .; 
ment or covenant before mentioned ; 
k . For | 
ERS Firſt, This is that which conſtitutes 
EN Wn a 4difi-f body, different from 
+-7., '- Offers , for thereby and no otherwiſe 
2. do they coaleſce into a ſociety, according 
2 | 0 thelaw of their conſtitution and ap- 
+ 75 poinement. 

I Secondly, this gives them their eſpe- 
cial relation unto their own Elders, Ru- 
ters, or Gaides who watch over them as 
fo aſſociated by their own conſent, ac- 
E1 cording unto the command of Chriſt, 
=_IJ And | : 
F- Thirdly, From hence they have their 
mutual eſpecial relation unto one ano- 


ther þ 


with an Explieation upon the ſame. 221 a 
ther wbich is the ground of the eſpecial 
exerciſe of all Church duties whatſo- 
ever. 


Queſt. 52. Wherein conſiſts the dyty.of - 
any Church of Chriſt towaras other Char=...; «, 
ches £ = 

Anſw. (1) Jn walktng circymſpect- I 
Ip, ſo as to give them no offence, (2) #* 
| Jn prayer foz their peace and pzoſpert- -* 
| ty. (3) Jn communicating ſupplyes tg” 


thetr wants accozding to ability. (4) 

Jn receiving with lobe and readineſs . '-z: 

| the members of them into fellgwſþip, * --» 
in the celebzation of the Dzdinances 
of the Giſpel, as occaſion ſhall be. 
(5) In deffring and making uſe . of 
thetr counſel and adbice in ſuch caſes . 

of doubt, and difficulty, as may ariſe _ 
among them. (6) Jn joyning with them 
to expzeſs their communion in the 
ſame doctrine of faith. (x) x Cor. 
10.32. (2) Pſalm, 122.6. Epheſ.6.18. 
x TiD. 2. 1. (3) 2 Cor. $. 4, 6. A&s 


II. 29, 50. Rom. Ig. 26, > > (4) Rom. 
16. 1,2. 3 Ep. Job. $, 9. (5) Adts15.72+ 
(6) 1 Tim. 3. 15. 


Explicatios, | 


4 «ff foort Catechiſm, - 


 Explication. 


hy 


Churches being gathered and ſetled 
according to the mind of Chriſt, onghc 
to preſerve a mutual holy communion 
.among theraſelyes, and to exerciſe it, in 

. the diſcharge of choſe duties whereby 

| Abcir' mutuall good and edification may 
.be promoted. For whereas they are + 
all. uniced under ove Head the Lord 
Chriſt, Epheſ. 1, 22,23. in the ſame 
faith. and oy Epbef- 4. 5: And do | 
walk. by the [ame rule, they itand in X 
fach;. -a. relation one to afiother, as | 
4s the ground of the, communion ſpoken 
of... Now tbe- principal wayes, where- 
by they. .gxerciſe this communion, are | 
the as ad: duties enumerated in; the 
anſwer nog this Queſtion, "SITE | 

:# Firſt, Ccefull- walking ſo as to give | 

EX no  offencei no. one another ; which. al- i 

though it be & moral dxty.in.reference c 
vroall; yer therein.eſpecial regard to |{ c 
had'unto other- Charcbes-of. Chriſt, c 

hol ak ey be not in any thing: grieved 

2 Pres, x Cor. 10. 32. Give none, a 


offence, 
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offence ; neither to «the Jews noy v0 the 
Gentiles, nor to the ({burch of God. 

Secondly, In conſtant prayer for the 
peace, welfare, edification and proſpe- 
rity one of another, Rom. 1. 9. Colof. 
1. 9- Epheſ. 6. 18. And this becauſe of 
the ſpecial concernment of the name and 
glory of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in their 
welfare, | | pr 

Thirdly, In communicating of ſup-* 
plyes for their relief according unto 
their ability, in cafe of the outward 
wants, firaits, dangers, or neceſſities of 
| any of them, As 11. 29, 30, Row. 

15. 26, 2% Sm Bn , a <4 
» I4-, 

Fourthly, The receiving of the mem- 
bers of other Churches to communion, 
in the celebration of Church Ordinan- 
ces, is another way wbereby this commu- 
nion of Churches is exerciſed, Rows. 16, 
1,2. 3 Ep. Feh.8.9, For whereas the per. 
ſonal right of ſach perſons unto the Ocr- 
dinances of the Church, and their or-_ 
derly walking in tbe obſeryation of the 
commands of Chbriſt, are known. by the 
reſtimony of the Church whereof. they 
are members, they way withopt Jas 
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erquiry or fatiefaQion piren, be look- 
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ed on pro rempore as members of the 


Church wherein they deſire fellowſhip, 
and participation of the Ordinances of 
Chriſt. * | 

 Fifthly, In defiring or making aſe of 
the counſel and advice of one another, 


.3n ſuch cafes of doube and difficulty, 


whether aofirinal, or praftical, as may 
ariſe in any of them, ef. 15.2, 6. And 
from hence ir follows, that in caſe any 


. Church either by errour in dorine, or 


precipitation, or miſtake in other admi- 
niſtrations, do give offence unto other 
Churches, thoſe ocher Churches may re- 

uire an account from them, admoniſh 
them of their faults, and withhold com- 
munion from them, in caſe they perſiſt 
4n the crtour of their way ; ard that 
becauſe 7 their difficulties, and before 
their miſcarriages, they were bound ro 
have deſired the advice, counſel and aſ- 
fitance of thoſe other Churches; which 
being negleted by them, the other are 
to- recover the end of it unto their ut- 
moſt abiliry, Gal. 2. 6. 11. And hence 
s/o ir follows, that thoſe, that are 


rightly and juftly cenſured in any 


Church, 
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Charch, ought to be rejeRted by all *%: 
Chorches whatever ; -both becauſe of 
their matuall communion, and becauſe it 
is, and ought to be preſumed, untill che 
contrary be made to appear, that in 
caſe there had been any diffculty, of 
donbt in the proceednre of the Church, 
they would bave taken the advice of thoſe 
Churches, with whom they were obliged 

to conſult. | FL 

} Laſtly, Whereas the Churches have 
| all of them one common faith, and are 

-all obliged to hold forth and declare it 
to all men as they have opportunity, 
| I Tims, 3,15. to teſtifie this their matual 
communior, their intereſt in the ſame 
faith and hope, for the more open de- 
claration and propoſition of the truths 
| of the Goſpel which they profeſs, and 
for the vindication both of the truth, 
| and themſelves, from falſe charges and 
imputations, they may, and if God give 
opportunity, exght to joyn together in 
| declaring and tettifying their joynet con» 

ſent and fellowſhip in rhe ſame dofArine 

e of faith, expreſſed in a form of ſound 
: Words, | 7 
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=. $3. _ are the ends 4 al 
this diſpenſation aud order of things in 
the Church * 

. --Anſw. Tbe glozy of God, the honour 
of Jeſus Chzilt the Pediatoz, the far- 
thexance of the Goſpel, the edification 
and couſolation of BBelizbers bere 5 
with their eternal ſalbatton hereafter, 
Rev. 4. 9, 10, 11. Chap. 5. 12, 13. 
x Cor. 3 22.23, Epheſ. 4.11, 12,13. 
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